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TOKİ to enlighten lower income groups with solar cells 

The Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources is set to install solar cells on buildings constructed by Turkey's Mass Housing Organization, or TOKİ, according to a protocol for future development. The initiative is aimed at providing lower income groups with the opportunity to use free electricity. 

  President Abdullah Gül approved Bill 5784 on the electricity market, eliminating bureaucratic formalities and requirements to obtain a license from the Ankara-based Energy Market Regulatory Authority, or EPDK, concerning the production of electricity up to 500 kilowatts. In addition, this bill also paved the way for the sale of excess electricity to the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources. 

  In line with these developments, the ministry plans to sign a protocol with TOKİ and install solar cells on TOKİ's buildings. This project, which will in turn increase energy prices, will enable lower segments of society to use free electricity and sell the excess electricity to the state. Additionally, the Energy Efficiency Mortgage will provide citizens with the opportunity to purchase the solar cells at relatively better prices as part of the first investment cost of the solar cells. 

  Meanwhile, the energy ministry is also preparing to issue a bylaw to provide assistance to solar thermal energy plants and solar cells, which have extremely high costs compared to other energy sources.

Zorlu to bid for natural gas network in İzmit 

Zorlu Enerji Elektrik Üretim, a Turkish power generator, will bid for a natural gas distribution network in Turkey's northwestern city of İzmit. Zorlu will take part in an Aug. 14 auction for İzmit Dogalgaz Dağıtım, the utility said yesterday, in a filing with the Istanbul Stock Exchange, or IMKB.
EU reform package on the way 

  Foreign Minister Ali Babacan said once Parliament reconvenes the government would submit a comprehensive European Union reform package, daily Sabah reported yesterday. “Turkey should reach EU standards in all areas to eliminate hurdles to its membership bid,” he said. Babacan also said Turkey would benefit from the reforms. 
Turkey, Denmark to cooperate on energy 

  Energy Minister Hilmi Güler said he had invited Danish businessmen to invest in wind turbines in Turkey. Güler, who is in Copenhagen, met officials from the Denmark Energy Agency and visited wind energy plants and waste treatment centers. He told the Anatolia news agency that he signed a memorandum of understanding with Denmark's minister for climate and energy, Connie Hedegaard. 

  'Turkey will be an EU member in the end'

Turkey will join the European Union in the end because its long-term interests are the same as those of the European economic bloc, said the co-chairman of the Turkey-EU Joint Parliamentary Committee yesterday. 

  Speaking to the Anatolia news agency in the northwestern province of Bursa, Joost Lagendijk said there have been many changes in Turkey since he assumed his post. “In the 1980s I was against Turkey's full membership. However, when I took over my post, Turkey changed dramatically,” he said.  Lagendijk said after the Justice and Development Party, or AKP, came into power, Turkey implemented many reforms and there was optimism in the country towards EU accession. He added, however, that the accession process became difficult after 2004. “There are factions both in Europe and Turkey that are determined to impede the process. It can be real difficult to run this boat when obstacles come from both sides,” he said. 

  Noting that EU objectors in Turkey have become more active since 2005, Lagendijk said opposition within Europe to Turkey's full membership has also increased. “Therefore the determination of the negotiation timeline came as a surprise to these circles.” 

  Referring to harsh statements by German and French presidents against Turkey's membership, Lagendijk said these were reflected in the media as though they were the EU's own statements. The Turkish people therefore got the impression that they were not welcomed by the EU,” he said. 

  Lagendijk said the EU's Cyprus policy was the second reason behind the decline of support for accession in Turkey. “I think European's biggest mistake is their Cyprus policy. I also think that Greek Cyprus' EU membership before a settlement was reached was a big mistake.” 

  According to Lagendijk, Turkey and the EU will have to join forces in the new order when the United States, China, India, Brazil and South Africa become the world powers in the next 20 to 50 years. “Turkey cannot be a player by itself against China or the U.S.,” he said, adding that the EU would become much stronger with Turkey on its side. 

Interest in Black Sea pleases state company
Having a hard time accessing global reserves, Exxon Mobil, the world's biggest oil company, is eyeing the Black Sea. The U.S. company is among those who wish to extract oil reserves from the Black Sea, according to Yurdal Öztaş, a member of the board of directors of the state-run Turkish Petroleum Corporation, or TPAO. The Turkish company has called on international oil companies to take advantage of exploration opportunities in the Black Sea that would start next year. 

  











