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A thirsty planet looks for solutions to water shortage 

A world without fresh water would be a world bereft of humans, and yet one in five people lack regular access to this most basic of life-sustaining substances. Experts point to three broad categories of initiatives to ease the shortage of clean, drinkable water, especially in the world's poorest regions: Sanitation, purification, and water management

By 2025, fully a third of the planet's growing population could find itself scavenging for safe drinking water, the United Nations has warned ahead of World Water Day Saturday. 

More than 2 million people in developing countries – the vast majority children – die every year from diseases associated with unsanitary water. 

WWF-Turkey marks water day, calls for action  

To mark World Water Day, the World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF) Turkey held a press conference yesterday and called for action to deal with increasing droughts and the toll global climate change will take on Turkey in the next few years.

“Turkey will see a scarcity of water in the next 10 years,” warned Filiz Demirayak, the director of WWF-Turkey. Demirayak called on the government to improve the management of already scarce water resources, thereby offering at least some relief from the worsening effects of global climate change stemming from global warming.

The WWF calls for a number of measures, including increasing public awareness, to be taken to fight the effects the increasing water scarcity will have on Turkey. Demirayak urged officials to adopt a national water law to be drafted through a process in which environmental organizations, scientists and academics could contribute. They also urge that individual units be set up to manage each of Turkey’s 25 water basins. The long list of measures Turkey has to take to protect itself from a dry future includes protecting water reserves and rehabilitating areas where the ecological balance has been disturbed. Another major action Turkey needs to take is renewing and updating water infrastructure projects planned under previous governments.

Pre-conditions have not been accomplished at the Ilısu Dam

Permission to build Ilısu dam was not given by an international expert report.Experts have inspected 153 pre-conditions, which should be accomplished by the State Waterworks Authority (DSİ) and concluded that almost none of them have been accomplished. “The recent report shows that Ilısu dam will not only destroy Hasankeyf, an important cultural place in southeast Turkey but also the near-extinct Euphrates Turtles,” said Erkut Ertürk, Nature Association project coordinator. 

The inspections, which took two years, are expected to prolong the constitution of the dam. German, Australian and Swiss credit institutions, which finance the project, are expected to come to Turkey after the experts reach a decision. The Turkish government and European credit institutions made a contract in March 2007 saying that DSİ should satisfy 153 pre-conditions concerning the cultural and biological structure of the region and the people who will have to leave the region. 

GE has plans for desalination facilities in Turkey  

Kürşat Özkan, General Electric’s regional executive for Turkey and southwest Asia, has said that his company has been working on a number of projects to desalinate sea water and to recycle used water, moves of critical importance as climatologists suggest Turkey will be countries facing serious water shortages in 20 to 25 years.

Speaking yesterday on the occasion of World Water Day, Özkan said clean energy was not just a hobby for his company. “It is the most important element of GE’s fundamental business strategy and the company is spending $1.5 billion just on research and development of clean energy projects,” he added. Özkan said the current regulations have to be rearranged to emphasize new technologies in removing effluents from waste water in an environmentally friendly fashion. 

GE has very made large investments worldwide and wants to bring such investment to Turkey, too, Özkan said. GE has already designed a sample project for desalination in Turkey’s seas. This project includes the establishment of facilities to refine water until it becomes fully potable, to store it in huge tanks in a nearby district and to carry it to main distribution channels. “The coasts of both the Marmara Sea and the Black Sea are very appropriate for such facilities,” he explained

Electric car is the future, says Nissan chief  

Nissan Chief Executive Carlos Ghosn said Friday he believes environmentally friendly electric cars will dominate the future as automakers join the fight against global warming. 

Nissan and French alliance partner Renault are already developing its first electric car in Israel that it hopes to mass market by 2011, he said. However, the group is also working on other advanced vehicles including hybrid engines and hydrogen fuel cells as government policies in different parts of the world will dictate the trend for automakers, he said. Ghosn was in Malaysia to deliver a speech hosted by the Malaysian government’s investment arm, Khazanah Nasional Bhd. “I think the future would be ... zero emission cars. Particularly among urban drivers, there is a lot of appeal. We are pushing particularly this technology but we are not putting all our eggs in the same basket,” Ghosn told a news conference. 

Desiccated lake becomes graveyard  

Thirty bird species are no longer extant in Central Anatolia as Turkey's lakes and wetlands continue to diminish in the face of unregulated irrigation and climate change. Experts from the Nature Association have found that hundreds of baby flamingos perished in the dried out parts of Tuz Ğölü (Salt Lake) in the summer of 2007.

Thousands of pairs of flamingos migrate to the lake with the arrival of spring in order to reproduce. Following almost rainless winters for five consecutive years, and a continuing lack of a long-term water management policy in Turkey, the Tuz Lake and the Tersakan, Bolluk and Kulu lakes around it, along with the Eşmekaya wetlands, have all come to the verge of complete desiccation. Because of the rapidly declining water level in the region, experts say 30 formerly endemic bird species have become extinct in the region.

Documentary on salt extraction ups awareness 

Both the present and the past life of Lake Tuzla in the central Anatolian province of Kayseri are the subject of a documentary film titled ‘Göldeki Bereket’ (Bounty of the Lake ). Following long-standing traditions, locals continue to make a living through bartering the salt they extract from the lake

Lake Tuzla in the central Anatolian province of Kayseri, once popular with tradesmen travelling on the historic Silk Road trade route who would stop to fill sacks with salt and give locals food in return, has become the subject of a documentary by Serkan Yılmaz, a doctor and environmentalist, showing how vital this precious commodity has been for human life throughout history.

World to experience heavenly Karagöl 

The three-million-year-old Karagöl Crater Lake, situated in the Beyağaç district of the Aegean city of Denizli, is set to become a tourist spot. 

A new project will be initiated to develop fishing and caravan tourism around Karagöl. Covering an area of 30 hectares, Karagöl is nourished by melting snow flowing from the Çiçekbaba and Armutçık mountains and the Tokatlı plateau, said Beyağaç Governor Ömer Dağdeviren. “Karagöl is like a natural laboratory. It receives interest due to its hundreds of types of birds, flora and natural life. Works have been initiated to turn this heaven-like place into a significant tourism spot and introduce it to the world. The Turkish Association of Travel Agents (TÜRSAB) and tourism professionals from Muğla and Denizli showed great interest in the project,” he said.  

New wave of blue flag establishments for Muğla  

The Muğla Governorate is to implement a modified version of the blue flag certification used in Turkey and around the world for beaches for tourist facilities throughout the province. Blue flag is an international environmental certification issued to beaches and marinas that meet required standards. It is regarded as a symbol of clean, well-maintained, well-equipped, secure and sustainable environments.

The aim of the certification is to serve as a means for businesses that strictly observe the regulations in their sector to stand apart from their competitors, encouraging facilities to provide quality and extraordinary service in compliance with regulations. Businesses will be able to apply for starred blue flag certification from tourism service associations that will conduct the relevant inspections.

Victory for animal lovers 

Studies by a group of animal lovers, in reaction to over 200 animals having perished due to being fed food contaminated with pesticide, led to vindication in Muğla's Marmaris district. 

Suna Ak, president of the Marmaris Animal Friends Association (MHDD), said that Marmaris İçmeler Municipality had promised to establish an animal bureau and a rehabilitation center. 

  

   
[image: image2.png]


_956405322

