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Fish farms in Muğla moved off coast  

Six fish farms in the Kıyıkışlacık village of Muğla’s Milas district have been moved off the coast due to a recent rise in fish deaths in the area. The fish deaths might have been caused by the declining salt and oxygen level in the sea. For a fish farm to be founded or to be moved, an Environmental Effect Evaluation (ÇED) report is required. However, since the situation in Kıyıkışlacık was an urgent one, a ÇED report has not been demanded. They stated that this is a temporary practice (until the cause of the deaths is properly determined). 
A Ministry of Environment and Forestry regulation requires that fish farms can be founded at spots 1,100 meters off the coast and that the locations must have a depth of 30 meters. The ÇED is an evaluation process that determines a project’s negative or positive effects on the environment and seeks to prevent those negative effects, or at least minimize them. 

Tourism numbers to drop with fish death 

The deaths of fish in Muğla's Güllük Gulf  last Tuesday have had negative effects on Turkish tourism as a world famous British tour company, responsible for bringing 150,000 tourists to Bodrum in just over a decade, canceled its contract with a five-star resort. 

The deaths of gilt-head breams in the southwestern gulf approach disaster every other day, said Sedat Alparslan, executive chairman of Ekip Companies Group, which operates the Marverde Holiday Village. “The British Sunsail travel agency has canceled the contract because of the fact that its citizens will not want to swim at a sea where fish die,” he said. 

The islands and coves in Güllük Gulf, one of the most popular spots for history, culture, nature and yacht tourism had been declared by the Ministry of Public Works as a potentially important area for longline fishery in 2000. The fish farms that were established soon after caused uproar among five-star hotels, holiday villages and tourists in the region. The number of yachts operating tours in the area dropped from 80 to 15 in just 10 years. 

Turkey has no plans for indigenous enrichment, says TAEK 

A day before a top international conference to tackle the political and financial aspects of the use of nuclear energy worldwide commences, Oktay Çakıroğlu, Turkey’s atomic energy agency head, rebuffs reports on Turkey’s desire to become an uranium enrichment center.

Spent fuel from Turkey’s future plants becoming hot commodity

The US and Russia are vying for the right to receive spent fuel from two nuclear power stations Turkey is proposing to build, said Turkish Atomic Energy Agency (TAEK) President Okay Çakıroğlu. 

Briefing a parliamentary investigation commission about the effects of global warming and the sustainable management of water resources, Çakıroğlu maintained that there is a global trend to make more use of nuclear energy because of energy costs, as nuclear energy is less harmful than previously thought. 

He further maintained that due to an increase in energy prices, the countries of the world have come to see nuclear energy as a viable alternative. Companies aspiring to invest in nuclear energy in Turkey are required to obtain a security clearance from TAEK.  

Çakıroğlu added that even before Turkey establishes nuclear power stations, some countries have applied to collect their spent fuel. "The US has established a Global Nuclear Energy Partnership (GNEP) program under which spent fuel is collected on a voluntary basis. The Russian ambassador has visited me several times, requesting we give spent fuel to them and not to the US. He seeks to conclude an agreement at this stage. Japan has banned the export of spent fuel. This is because this fuel is very valuable. Everybody wants to own this fuel. Companies that will establish nuclear power stations stipulate that spent fuel should be given to them," he said.

Government determined on nuclear energy plants amidst protests  

Minister of Energy and Natural Resources Hilmi Güler said Turkey had missed several opportunities to develop nuclear energy but this time it would make it happen.  

Despite toughening opposition to domestic nuclear energy plans, the government has expressed determination in proceeding with the project.  He said, at the Nuclear Energy Arena conference organized by the Strategic, Technical and Economic Research Center (STEAM) in İstanbul, that "Turkey missed several opportunities to develop nuclear energy, but this time we will not miss it. We will make it happen," he said.
Although the government seems determined to move forward with nuclear energy, increasing opposition has risen against it, especially from environmental groups. The law allowing for the construction of nuclear power plants on sites specially designated by state institutions was passed by Parliament and President Abdullah Gül approved it in November 2007. Since then, protestors have geared up their demonstrations.

Çalık Holding Chairman Ahmet Çalık also addressed the forum, saying that new generation nuclear energy presented environment-friendly and stable energy alternatives. 

After the discussions, the minister held a separate meeting with Peter Lyons, a commissioner of the US Nuclear Regulatory Commission.

Turkey's renewable energy potential sufficient 

Associate Professor Tanay Sıdkı Uyar of Marmara University's Energy Department has said that Turkey's renewable energy potential -- including solar power, wind power, hydropower and geothermal power -- can provide for all of Turkey's energy needs if utilized to their full potential, Anatolia news agency reported yesterday. Uyar also said Turkey should search for ways to benefit from its energy sources more efficiently, as energy scarcity is always an important issue on Turkey's agenda."It is possible to generate electricity from wind that may be enough for two-fold of Turkey's current energy need -- and the underground hot water reserves are sufficient to meet one-third of Turkey's hot water need," he said, adding that Turkey should focus more on renewable energy sources instead of fossil fuels like oil and coal.

Energy production from used oils

Beykoz Municipality started last month to collect used vegetable oils from restaurants, catering facilities, hotels and offices. These will be sent to bio-diesel production facilities to be processed. 146 companies in the district are included to this implementation.  

‘No to Gold’ demonstrations in Balikesir and Çanakkale

Locals and environmental activists are organizing protests against the gold-mining activities in Kaz and Madra Mountains. Mehmet Akif Oznal, the coordinater stated that ‘it’s just the beginning’.

Kızılırmak River will be saved by the wastewater treatment plant

Kızılırmak River will no longer be polluted thanks to the new wastewater treatment plant constructed by the Sivas Municipality. The 25 millon euros needed for the treatment plant will be provided from the credit taken from the European Investment Bank and German Development Bank. The plant will be completed till the end of this year.

Illicit constructions in the Lake Sapanca protection basin are demolished 

Unlicensed constructions in the Lake Sapanca protection basin are demolished by the Kurtköy Municipality workers, with the gendarme’s safety measures.

Cancer alarms in the Lake Sapanca

Danger of cancer is spotted in Lake Sapanca, one of the most important water resources of Turkey. There has been a rapid rise in a kind of seaweed that causes cancer in the last two years. Nearly the entire water requirement of Adapazarı is provided from this lake.

Siberian High, fossil fuels threaten İzmir air quality  

Air pollution has developed into a major concern for residents of İzmir, one of Turkey's largest cities, where heating is generally provided through the burning of fossil fuels.

Yıldız Sezgin, head of the İzmir Municipal Environmental Protection Department, said that fossil fuels spread particles within the first 10-15 minutes of starting to burn, making it is more likely to observe more pollution in the mornings and evenings.

Sezgin also added that this year, because of the Siberian High pressure system, also known as the Siberian High -- a massive collection of cold or very cold dry air that accumulates on Eurasian terrain for much of the year -- the amount of air pollution had increased compared to years past, saying: "Despite this deterioration in air quality, the air pollution rate is still below the norm."
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