PAGE  
[image: image1.png]






                                                                                                                                                                                 


DELTA EKO HAVACILIK SAVUNMA


VE UZAY TEKNOLOJİLERİ


SANAYİ TİCARET A.Ş

Cinnah Cad. 106/6-8, Çankaya, 06550  ANKARA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Tel: 0312-440 7940 Fax: 0312-440 1011                                                                


E-Posta: info@deltatrade.com

17.12.2007 – 31.12.2007

World Water Forum will be held in Istanbul 

The fifth meeting of the World Water Forum will be held in Istanbul in March, 2009. There will be a conference to which the environment ministers from all over the world will attend. Veysel Eroğlu, the Minister of Environment and Forestry, pointed out that this forum is not just a one-week meeting but also a platform to discuss serious and urgent matters concerning water and water management.

Gold in the lungs of Turkey / Going for Gold 

New licenses for gold mining have been granted to companies in the Kaz Mountains. Regulations to protect the environment will help, not hinder, businesses says Energy and Natural Resources Minister Hilmi Güler

Some 13 companies have been granted mine operating licenses and 24 prospecting licenses in the Kaz Mountains region, an area known as ''the lungs of Turkey.'' Eight operating and 18 prospecting licenses were granted to nine companies in Çanakkale in the Marmara region, where one part of the Kaz Mountains are located, Energy and Natural Resources Minister Hilmi Güler told the pro-Kurdish Democratic Society Party (DTP) deputy, Selahattin Demirtaş, according to the Anatolia news agency. 

These companies also had acquired silver and gold mine operating and prospecting licenses in other places. But in the Aegean city of Balıkesir, where the rest of the Kaz Mountains are located, eight of the 11 operating and prospecting licenses are for gold mines and three are for both gold and silver mines. 

Failure to exploit capacity: Foresights into nuclear age 

As Turkey prepares to go nuclear, a prominent energy analyst points to the country’s need to develop a domestic brain force on energy to reap the benefits of atomic power as well as other sources of energy

The Turkish Energy Ministry will declare criteria for the construction of Turkey's first nuclear power plant this Friday and bring Turkey one step closer to the world's nuclear league. 

More than half a century has passed since the world's first nuclear power plant produced electricity for the national grid in Obninsk (outside Moscow) in 1954. But Turkey is still far away from acquiring this technology. Haluk Direskeneli, a prominent energy analyst in Turkey, warned on the one hand that Turkey must hurry to train its own nuclear scientists or be completely dependent on foreign expertise. 

Turkey's beaches rank fourth in world 

The “Clean Environment, Green world, Blue Sea” campaign has been launched with the cooperation of the Turkey Environment Education Association (TÜRÇEV) and the daily Hürriyet.  

Turkey, with its 235 blue flag beaches, ranked fourth in the world following Spain, Greece and France said İzmir Governor Cahit Kıraç at the conference. “İzmir, with its 23 beaches in the districts of Selçuk, Özdere, Gümüldür, Çeşme, Karaburun, Foça and Dikili, has some 10 percent of all shorelines in Turkey flying the blue flag,” said Kıraç. While Turkey was seventh in the world in 2006 with its 192 beaches and 10th with its 14 marinas, it ranked fourth with its 235 beaches and maintained its 10th rank with its 14 marinas in 2007.   
Drought threatens lakes, bird species in Central Anatolia  


The climate change experienced in Turkey throughout 2007 has reached a critical level, with several lakes going dry in Central Anatolia and bird populations migrating toward other watery regions and seashores.  

 Turkey has been experiencing a dry period owing to the gradual decline in overall rainfall over the last 18 years, and the drought has hit Central Anatolia the most, said a report based on data compiled from the Society for the Protection of Natural Life. According to the report water evaporated from several lakes and rivers due to a severe drought in 2007, and many bird species no longer visit Turkey due to the disappearance of its marshes and wetlands. 

Bolluk Lake, located west of Tuz Lake, dried up because of a drought that struck this summer. Traditionally home to a wide variety of birdlife, it was being fed by surface flow with additional inputs from springs in the north and a channel that brought drainage water from Konya province. 

The disappearance of Samsam Lake, whose area has been halved from 200 acres to 100 acres in the last three decades, has brought with it a decline in the number of bird species. Because of the continuing drought, some bird species are no longer found on the lake. Düden Lake, which once hosted many birds, now has none as it has dried up completely. Kozanlı Lake, a once-renowned habitat for a number of birds, including the flamingo, now covers only 170 acres, and growing pollution and erosion threaten its remaining life. Pollution is also the biggest threat to Lake Kulu, where the number of birds is rapidly nearing zero.

Greens Party is being reestablished

Greens Party that was closed by the Constitutional Court is being reestablished after 14 years. The party, whose main policy is ‘global warming and ecological exploitation’, will be active in May 2008

Turkey maps its flora and fauna  

The Environment and Forestry Ministry's Natural Life Preservation and National Parks General Directorate is conducting a survey to map Turkey's flora and fauna in collaboration with the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK). 

 Under the Noah's Ark project, endemic species in Turkey will be mapped to determine the country's biological diversity. The Taxonomic Species Database project is, on the other hand, intended to ascertain the population of domesticated and wild animals in Turkey.

In the first stage of the Noah's Ark project, the ministry identified Turkey's plant species. Separate teams were established to examine agricultural land, forest, steppe, mountain, inland water and coastal biological diversity. These teams worked in collaboration with universities and nongovernmental organizations to fully map Turkey's plant species. These surveys show that there are approximately 9,600 plant species in Turkey compared to 12,000 in continental Europe. Moreover, 300 of these species are specific to Turkey. A comparison of Turkey's geographical regions reveals that the Mediterranean region has the highest number of endemic species at about 800. It is followed by eastern Anatolia with 380 and central Anatolia with 280 species.

2008 to be a crucial year for nuclear energy in Turkey, says TAEK’s head  

Turkish Atomic Energy Agency (TAEK) head Okay Çakıroğlu has said Turkey’s nuclear energy “road map” will become clear in the year 2008. 

Çakıroğlu presented vital information this week to Parliament commission members on both global warming and the sustainable management of water resources in Turkey. The TAEK head pointed to the growing levels of support for nuclear power as the “only solution,” even among more hard-core environmentalist groups such as Greenpeace. He noted that prominent environmentalists are no longer “anti-nuclear” but simply “anti-fossil fuel.” 

Çakıroğlu also touched on recent legislation passed in Turkey which he said gave the government the go-ahead to build and manage a nuclear power plant, a first for Turkey. He stated that Turkey’s nuclear road map would be fully clarified next year. Çakıroğlu underscored the importance placed by TAEK on safety in nuclear power. “We will be breathing down their necks,” he said. Çakıroğlu pointed to what he said would be “zero tolerance” for mistakes in nuclear power safety and management. 

Environment minister opens two natural sites  

The environment and forestry minister has opened İğneada Longoz Forest National Park in the northwestern city of Kırklareli and the Camili Biosphere Reserve in the northeastern city of Artvin.

Together with the Environment Ministry and World Bank officials, Environment and Forestry Minister Veysel Eroğlu presided over the opening of the sites yesterday via teleconference with Ankara, saying the World Bank-sponsored projects which took seven years to complete have contributed to the protection of the ecosystem in the region.

Noting that in Turkey there are about 460 kinds of birds, 480 types of fish and 3,000 plant species, Eroğlu said the Internet database Noah’s Ark has recorded this biological diversity. 

Environment and Transport Ministries launch ambitious afforestation project  

Two ministers signed a protocol that initiates a project for the establishing of forests on barren lands surrounding some of Turkey's highways. 

Environment Minister Veysel Eroğlu and Transport Minister Binali Yıldırım signed the protocol, which is part of Turkey's National Forestation Mobilization project, yesterday at the headquarters of the General Directorate of Highways (KGM) in the capital. 

Afforestation near highway areas would shield the country from the negative effects of climate change, increase highway travel safety, decrease noise pollution and make for good scenery while traveling, said Transport Minister Yıldırım. 

Companies get rewarded for environmentally harmless products

Technology companies like Canon, Epson and Xerox manufacture environmental friendly products in response to consumer demands. Efficient energy use and controlling of chemicals are their priorities. These efforts to prevent the environment from more harm have been rewarded by NGOs that are active in this field.

OSD: Automobiles harmful to environment should go off traffic

The Automotive Industry Association (OSD) prepared a report to detect and decrease the level of the harmful effects of the exhaust gases that causes climate change. They suggest that automobiles that are harmful for the environment should go off traffic with excise tax relief.

İzmir Gulf is in progress of cleaning, number shows 

The harbor city of İzmir, notoriously stinky for many years due to its dirty bay waters, now, officially, has a clean and healthy gulf. 

Works to improve the environment of the "Pearl of the Aegean Sea" were stepped up in 2001 with the municipality's Great Canal Project after scientific observations showed that pollution in İzmir's gulf waters had risen to dangerous levels. Residents and visitors to the city were no longer able to swim in the bay and, as the stench became unbearable, the gulf's fish were also suffering because of the industrial and domestic waste being dumped in the water. 

The success of the Great Canal Project has been verified by laboratory results from the Hıfzıssıhha (Public Health) Institute Directorate. Their samples revealed that the E. coli rate, which was over 2,000 per 100 millimeters in September 2001, decreased to 60 at most in September 2007. The E. coli level in deep waters, which was around 200 per 100 millimeters last year, decreased to 120 this year. 

ITU found a solution for petrol pollution at the seas
As a result of the researches running at the Polymeric Research Lab at Istanbul Technical University (ITU) a new sorbent has been developed that can clear the petrol and organic polluters away from the seas. This material is quick, cheap and most importantly reusable. 
Solar powered fridge
A group of researchers from the Gazi University are working on a project to develop solar powered refrigerator. They mentioned that this will save energy to a great extent in Turkey where there are 3 million household type refrigerators are being used. 
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