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Turkey takes the Kyoto train at last minute 

The government decided to adopt the Kyoto Protocol, which aims at tackling climate change, a ministerial meeting yesterday. 

     “The protocol's first five-year term is nearing its end and work on its next stage has already begun,” Deputy Prime Minister Cemil Çiçek told a press conference after the meeting. 

  Turkey could not participate in discussions about the formation of the agreement as it was not a member, but it needs to take part in shaping the next document to ensure that its reservations are integrated for the next term, Çiçek said. 

  The Kyoto Protocol, which has been signed and ratified by 176 countries, was opened for signature in 1997 and came into force in 2005. It binds 37 developed nations to cut greenhouse gas emissions by an average of 5 percent below 1990 levels by 2008-2012.  "Parliament will place the Kyoto Protocol on its agenda in the near future," noted Çiçek. 

Political concerns shadow environment protection in Kyoto move 

Turkey finally ratifies the Kyoto Protocol, but the decision is likely to be a political disguised as real environmental concerns. Instead of developing sound strategies to help alleviate climate change, gaining political leverage in world affairs seem to dominate the country's position toward Kyoto.The government's decision to join the Kyoto Protocol three years after the agreement came into force seems like a diplomatic move rather than a sincere commitment to fully implement the international criteria to limit global warming, a Turkish environmentalist said yesterday.  

     "Turkey's move is a political one. It is a way of saying ‘I am in the club,'” Yunus Arıkan, a climate change senior project manager for the Regional Environmental Center for Central and Eastern Europe (REC), told the Turkish Daily News yesterday.  

  Arıkan referred to Turkey's wish to grab a seat at the 14th Conference of Participants this December and to have a say in the post-Kyoto environmental regime. The Kyoto Protocol was open for signatures in 1998, and entered into force in 2005 with the accession of Russia. Kyoto was signed by 176 countries and 37 among them are obliged to cut their greenhouse emission levels between 2008-12. “Governments around the world are trying to shape the next term by holding international meetings, and work will be concluded in 2009,” Arıkan said. 

 Politics dominate environmental policy 
Foreign Ministry officials said another major point was to strengthen Turkey's bid for a non-permanent seat in the United Nations Security Council. Environmental issues are high on the Council's, thus Kyoto is of major importance to Turkey, officials told the TDN. Turkey is also obliged to ratify the protocol to join the European Union. “The EU has even stricter environmental protection policy. Turkey must adapt to it sooner or later,” said Arıkan. 
  “State institutions have no strategy to implement protocols aims,” Greenpeace Mediterranean Director Uygar Özesmi said. “Even the United States, which did not ratify the protocol, set standards similar to the Kyoto Protocol on environmental protection. Turkey needs a top-level decision and must lay out and announce publicly its aims and determine what changes will be made in which sector, until 2010, 2020 and 2050,” he said.Özesmi noted that, contrary to common belief, signing the Kyoto Protocol does not put an additional burden on Turkey until 2012. “The acceleration of the ratification process is a positive development. Turkey was late in participating in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and in ratifying the Kyoto Protocol,” he said. Turkey missed the possibility of becoming a “party” to the protocol, so will instead “accede” to it if Parliament chooses to ratify it. 
  Turkey's long-overdue move can also be interpreted from a positive point of view by those more concerned with the agreement's possible burdens on industry. Turkey was not a party to the convention adopted in 1992 when the Kyoto Protocol was negotiated, so it is not currently included in the agreement's Annex-B, which includes 39 countries that are obliged to reduce their greenhouse emissions to 1990 levels between 2008-12. 

 “Turkey was mistakenly included in the beginning among both developed and responsible countries,” said Arıkan. Turkey thus had to share the responsibility for providing developing countries with new and additional financial resources, transferring technology to them, and even meeting the agreed full costs incurred by developing country parties. The Foreign Ministry has suggested that Turkey's inclusion in both annexes was the result of its membership to the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). Turkey disputed its cumbersome position, and finally was deleted from Annex II by an amendment that entered into force June 28, 2002, following a decision adopted at the seventh Conference of Parties that took place the previous year. After the decision, Turkey ratified the U.N. convention in 2004.  

  It is entirely up to the government to reduce greenhouse gas emissions until 2012, noted Arıkan. Nevertheless, Turkey will sooner or later have to begin serious thinking to curb its greenhouse emissions. “It will certainly be asked to bear a burden in the next arrangements,” Arıkan warned. 

 Alarko Holding eyes solar energy 

Alarko Holding aims to play an active role in developing the use of solar energy in industries as an alternative to petroleum in Turkey, said Ishak Alaton, chairman of Alarko Holding. 

“We consider finding alternatives to petroleum exciting in terms of both electricity generating panels and new technologies being developed in the United States,” Alaton told reporters in Istanbul yesterday. “There are two firms below the umbrella of United Technology, which have made notable investments in research and development especially in these technologies. We are in close contact with them.” 

  There are new technologies that enable the use of solar energy in air conditioning appliances, added Önder Sahin, general manager of Alarko Carrier, the joint venture of air conditioning, heating and cooling firms Alarko of Turkey and Carrier of the United States. “We are going to assess how to proceed with the matter this year or the years ahead.” 

  Turnover target $325 million 
  The Alarko Carrier joint venture, which celebrates its 10th anniversary this month, aims to reach a turnover of $325 million in 2008. “Our turnover, which was $110 million 10 years ago, reached $220 million in 2007. We thus reached our 10-year goal of doubling our business volume,” Şahin said. 

  “Our export volume has increased 19 times in the past 10 years, indicating notable growth. For example, our annual exports of air conditioning appliances to China stand at $2 million,” Şahin added. Alarko Carrier exported goods to 35 countries for a total of $37 million in 2007. 

Environment ministers meet in Paris 

Environment ministers of Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) met in Paris Tuesday. “Turkey's Environment Study” was examined during the morning session. Environment and Forest Minister Veysel Eroğlu informed the participants about the recent environmental works in Turkey. He explained the works done and the measures taken in the fields of waste water treatment, forestation, irrigation, drinking water basin management, and biological variety

Bodrum locals save wounded sea turtle

Some local fishermen in the town of Turgutreis, near the Aegean resort town of Bodrum, rescued a loggerhead sea turtle Sunday, which had been seriously wounded and blinded in one eye.  The turtle had most probably been hit by a large ship or powerboat, experts said.  

 The wounded animal was immediately taken to land and was given treatment at the Köyceğiz Rehabilitation Center by experts from a local branch of the Environment and Forestry Ministry. 

  Mustafa Sürgün, who was one of the first to see the animal offshore, said a boat probably hit the turtle. “I saw the animal lying still on the water. It was exhausted,” said Sürgün. “I informed the Coast Guard immediately, and they arrived very quickly and saved the turtle. The location where it was found is on the route of daily yachts tours. The turtle might have been hit by one of them.” 

  The turtles, also known as caretta carettas, are said to be the oldest creatures on earth. Scientists believe sea turtles have been around for 100 or 200 million years, while the history of man only dates back 1 million years. 

Turkey even closer to UN bid 

As Turkey prepares to become a non-permanent member of the United Nations Security Council in 2009-10, diplomatic sources said 02.06.08 , the country is now even closer to its bid compared to its rivals, Austria and Iceland. Turkey needs to secure at least 128 votes, which amounts to a two-thirds majority in the General Assembly. 

  Turkey's votes are above 128, according to diplomatic sources, apparently referring to the written commitments for support from member countries. Turkey announced its candidacy for the non-permanent seat in 2003.  

  Diplomatic sources considered Turkey's absence from the Security Council for almost half a century as a deficiency. The last time Turkey took part in the Security Council was in 1961. 

  Drawing attention to Turkey's “very strong rivals,” diplomatic sources said they were closely following Austria and Iceland. A very intensive campaign has been under way for a while to pick up international support for the objective. As part of lobbying activities and action plans, Turkey's 10 special envoys have been to 67 countries since 2006, according to the same sources. 

  In order to improve its image in the international community, Turkey has been applying the strategy of high-level participation in international events. Diplomats said that in the future Turkish officials will meet with the U.N. representatives of member states in Ankara to secure more support. Turkey is planning to host the Turkish-Caribbean Forum and the Turkish-African Summit Forum.  

  As the election process draws closer, Turkey's officials will speed up telephone diplomacy and put weight on international media promotion, diplomats said.  










