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14.05.2009 – 21.05.2009 

 

 

Disposal to Erdemli for environment 

A European Union environmental delegation visited the southern province of Mersin’s Erdemli district 

and met with Erdemli Mayor Mükerrem Tolu about funding the district will receive. 

 

 Erdemli will be granted 13 million euros to be used for environmental purposes, Tolu said. The 

drainage system, drinking water substructure and rain water drainage system of the district will be 

rehabilitated.   

 

Italy eyes Turkish energy market 

Italian companies with more than three decades of environmental technology experience are seeking 

to share their know-how with their Turkish counterparts. 

 

The Italian Institute for Foreign Trade, or ICE, has decided to launch a series of bilateral talks on 

environmental technologies between Turkish and Italian firms. The talks, scheduled to take place 

Thursday and Friday, will create a platform for 16 Italian and 70 Turkish firms to develop ties. The 

event is organized with the collaboration of the ICE, the Italian Embassy in Ankara and Turkey’s 

Ministry of Environment and Forestry. Adolfo Urso, the Undersecretary of the Ministry of Economic 

Development and Carlo Marsili, the Italian ambassador to Turkey, will attend the event. 

 

"We know very well that Turkey should invest more or less 50 billion euros until 2023 in the 

environmental sector. That is the official figure according to the European Union," Roberto Luongo, 

director of the ICE’s Istanbul office, told Hürriyet Daily News & Economic Review in an interview last 

week. "The ICE believes that it is very important for Italian firms to participate and benefit from such 

an opportunity." 

 

The ICE is hoping to conduct 400 bilateral talks at the event, he said. "This is just one of the 70-odd 

events we hold each year to promote Italian exports and investments in Turkey." 

 

"During the 1970s, environmental consciousness was not all that high in Italy either," Luongo said. "But 

we have realized we have so much to preserve, from history to culture. In that aspect, Turkey and Italy 

are very much alike. We both have lots of beauties surrounding us that need protection. 

Acknowledging the value of our culture was the trigger point that pushed us to focus more on clean 

energy. We have put in place new laws for environmental protection. We have developed an 

environmental sector dedicated to clean energy." 

 

 

"We have focused on environmental technologies and developed our capabilities so much within the 

past 30 to 40 years," said Luongo. "We would like to utilize this deep knowledge by helping Turkey in 

areas such as architectural restoration and urban recovery." 
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Environmental consciousness in Turkey is growing, but there are still many steps that need to be 

taken, according to Luongo. "Water treatment plants, monitoring equipment, air control and garbage 

recycling are all environmental technologies. That’s where we can help."  

  

Interest in Turkey:  

Italian companies have a keen interest in Turkey, Luongo said. "Italy is Turkey’s third-biggest trade 

partner, following Russia and Germany. The annual trade volume between the two countries stands at 

around $20 billion." 

 

Last year Russia ranked the top in Turkey’s trade partners list, thanks to its energy exports. The trade 

volume between the two countries was $37.8 billion. The trade volume between Turkey and Germany, 

Turkey’s traditional trade partner, was $31.7 billion last year. Italy ranked third, with $18.8 billion in 

2008. "Italy is the most important importer for Turkey," he added. The Turkish market has always been 

the top market when it comes to the defense industry. Turkey’s collaboration in that aspect is very 

valuable to Italy, he said.  

 

The number of Italian companies operating in the Turkish market is proof of Turkey’s importance for 

Italy. "Currently, there are about 714 companies, including Pirelli, Fiat, Italicementi and UniCredit." 

 

Italian investments in Turkey total around $4.7 billion, that constitutes about 3 percent of all foreign 

investments of the country, said Luongo. "We are the fifth largest investor in Turkey."  

 

"Although there are already many Italian companies participating in tenders here, we have plenty of 

companies that don’t know much about the Turkish market," Luongo continued. "This event also aims 

at enhancing Italian companies’ knowledge about what is going on in Turkey and to provide them the 

chance to meet with representatives of Turkish companies and municipalities. We aim to increase 

Italian companies’ participation in Turkish tenders.   

 

"Renewable energy is just as important as environmental technology," said Luongo. "We are crossing 

environmental technology with renewable energy nowadays. Turkey and Italy have more potential to 

benefit from geothermal energy than any other country. We should learn how to use this to our 

advantage." 

 

A day after the event, Italian representatives are scheduled to visit Ankara and discuss projects on 

launching "technoparks" in Turkey. "We consider research and development centers and technoparks 

to have the utmost importance in furthering a country’s development," Luongo said. 

 

Commenting on the global economic crisis, Luongo said it has certainly had an impact on trade. 

However, a contraction is not observed in overall investments. "Italian companies’ investments in 

Turkey totaled $23 million for the first two months of the year. That figure was standing at  $15 million 

during the same period a year earlier. The figures prove that despite the crisis, Italian investments in 

Turkey grew about 53 percent during the period."  
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Improving trade relations  

The Italian Institute for Foreign Trade, or ICE, is the Italian government agency entrusted with the 

promotion of trade, business opportunities and industrial cooperation between Italian and foreign 

companies. The agency was set up in 1926 to support the globalization of Italian companies and their 

consolidation in foreign markets. ICE’s activities are financed by public and private funds from the 

Ministry of International Trade and by the companies that use its services for advice, information and 

assistance.  

 

Besides its headquarters in Rome, ICE has a network of 16 offices in Italy and 117 offices in 87 foreign 

countries. ICE opened its office in Istanbul, known as the Italian Trade Commission, in 1986. Italian 

Trade Commission is a part of the Italian Embassy in Ankara and the Ministry of Economic 

Development in Italy. 

 

Antalya ready to fight forest fires 

Antalya faces the danger of more than 200 forest fires each year, but an Antalya forest official says this 

year they have the equipment, knowledge and manpower to combat the fires. 

 

"We are ready to fight forest fires with two planes, two helicopters, 92 water trucks and 911 fire 

fighters," said Antalya Regional Forest Administration Manager Recep Kaşan, who added that they 

have formed seven teams to fight the fires. 

 

Fires in Antalya have been devastating in the past. The 2008 forest fire in Antalya’s Serik and Taşağıl 

districts burnt down a total of 16,925 hectares of forest area, 13,018 hectares of which was fertile 

farmland. 

 

Kaşan, underlining the importance of awareness in fighting forest fires, said that they have educated 

fire fighters in fire fighting theory and practice at Düzlerçamı Fire Education Center. 

 

"The fire fighters’ training will continue until June. Fire fighters are taking courses on using radios, 

communication, first aid and personal equipment," said Kaşan. Emphasizing that the heavy rainfall this 

year added to the grass volume of the area, Kaşan said that when the grass dries out, it would increase 

the fire danger in the forests. "Our citizens should have their picnics in the permitted areas," he 

suggested. Kaşan said there were 72 water reserves and they would increase the number to 91. 

 

Drought concerns finally over in Manyas 

With water levels reaching ideal conditions, Lake Manyas and the Manyas Bird Paradise have 

recovered from the problems caused by the 2007 drought, reports the Anatolian News Agency. 

 

The water volume of Lake Manyas is up to around 300 million cubic meters after the spring rains, 

according to officials with the State Waterworks Authority, or DSI. In 2007, when Turkey was hit by a 

serious drought, its volume dropped to 92 million cubic meters. Where usually some 200 types of birds 

would stop over in the area on their summer migratory routes, that year the number decreased to 27. 
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According to DSI officials, the region has reclaimed its old vitality; the Manyas Dam provides important 

insurance for maintaining this situation, they say. Construction on the dam began in 1994 and it 

became operational on March 17, 2008. Officials said the dam is at its full capacity this year, and that 

they could flood the 404-million-cubic-meter-capacity lake any time its water levels drop below 

desired conditions. Since the DSI has the power to directly intervene in the water level of the lake, 

drought problems are unlikely to happen again, officials said. 

 

German professor Curt Kosswig and his wife, Leonore, discovered the 64-hectare Lake Manyas and 

Manyas Bird Paradise in 1939. The cabinet declared the area a national park in 1959. Every year, two 

million to three million birds visit Lake Manyas, which is also home to more than 20 kinds of fish, as 

well as rare species like crayfish and tree frogs. 

 

 

 

Source: www.hurriyetdailynews.com 


