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Zorlu submits bids for nine power stations  

Zorlu Enerji, a Turkish power generator, bid for nine power stations being sold by the government. The power stations are units of state-owned Ankara Elektrik Üretim, Zorlu Enerji said in a filing with the Istanbul Stock Exchange Tuesday. The government agency that's selling state assets collected bids for the generators on Feb. 22, it said. 

Koza Davetiye to keep gold mine open  

Koza Davetiye, owner of a gold mine on Turkey's Aegean coast, won a court backing against a case asking for closure of its mines. The court in Turkey's western city of İzmir unanimously refused an application to revoke the environmental license that Koza obtained for its Ovacık mine, Koza Davetiye said in a filing with the Istanbul Stock Exchange Tuesday. 

Low rainfall still a threat for Aegean region 

Global warming is leading to changes in agricultural yields, trade routes, glacier retreat and species extinction. According to data from the provincial meteorology directorate, the amount of the rainfall in İzmir was only nine kilograms per square meter, only one-tenth of the average. 

Global warming, which had seriously affected Turkey last year, seems to keep threatening this year too. The arrival of rain relieved the residents of İzmir fear of drought in late 2007 and early this year. While in September there was no rainfall, in October it rained 14 days, and until Dec. 15 it rained 12 times. The dams however have not filled up to expected levels. 

Anti-nuclear group announces start of new campaign  

Pop singer Zeynep Casalini supports the anti-nuclear stance of the Global Action Group (KEG), an environmentalist organization which announced a new campaign yesterday against Turkish nuclear plant construction.  

The Global Action Group (KEG), an environmentalist organization, announced the start of a new campaign against nuclear energy in Turkey during a press conference it held on Wednesday.

Some artists and singers were also present at the press conference, held at the headquarters of the Chamber of Environmental Engineers.

“We, as opponents of nuclear energy who know that various governments earlier tried to build nuclear plants but failed to, hereby announced that we will not allow the construction of nuclear plants in Akkuyu or Sinop or anywhere else in Turkey, for that matter,” the statement read.

Sunken ship polluting Aegean and Mediterranean Seas 

The dry cargo-loaded Georgia flag ship, JOJO-A, that capsized last month in the open seas in Datça, near the ancient city of Knidos at the intersection of the Aegean and Mediterranean seas, is polluting the sea from continuous fuel leakage and causing environmentalists concern.  

Fishermen are demanding immediate measures against the pollution in the sea, home to delicious and valuable fish species. Discussions about an agreement to remove the sunken ship from the sea are in progress between a Georgian firm and a port delivery firm. 

The ship was surrounded by grease barriers to control possible pollution after it was left to sink, attempts to take it out of the sea being futile due to the rocky features of the Deveboynu district. However, after some time the barriers disappeared and fuel began to leak into the sea, polluting both the Aegean and Mediterranean seas because of wind. "We are worried about the pollution,” said Knidos Security Official Kadir Karakaş. “There were barriers to control the pollution but they disappeared because of the wind. I recently went out to the shipwreck with my boat and saw that the fuel leakage has formed a line over the sea. An immediate solution is necessary for the sea ecosystem,” Karakaş said.  

Dalaman Municipality, Turkey representative of QEC-ERAN 
Dalaman Municipality took Quartiers en crise- European Regeneration Network (QEC-ERAN) Representative Office of Turkey. Dalaman Municipality Mayor Doctor Beyhan Korkut said: “We are representing some 45 municipalities of Turkey and we are ready for the presentation of new projects to the federation. The federation determines the donations for the members of the federation about the protection of humans and environment. Our municipality is the coordinating head of the federation in Turkey. The main office will be launched in Dalaman.”   

Over 2,000 animals neutered in Kuşadası  

A campaign by a veterinary in Kuşadası forsees some 2,000 cats and dogs to be neutered within five years. Veterinary Nevzat Yıldızlı said: “I arrange sterilization campaigns for the animals two times a year for15 days. I hope the animal numbers will decrease thanks to the campaigns. We also receive the support of foreign tourists for our campaigns.” 

Illegal docks demolished in Bodrum 
The illegal ports and concrete fills are demolished in Bodrum before the new tourism season. Bodrum Municipality Mayor Mazlum Ağan said: “We will make new arrangements in Paşatarlası and Kumbaşı beaches. We will clear the district from illegal ports and concrete fills. The beaches will serve to the public henceforth. We will complete the 1.5 kilometer-length -coastal arrangements in a month.” 

Volunteers find dogs poisoned in Sariyer 

Sariyer Municipality's forests are dumping grounds for unwanted dogs, say certified animal protection volunteers. There, away from the public eye, dogs are continually massacred. In the last week 15 dogs were found poisoned in the area.

The dogs were found – and then cared for – by the volunteers on the main road that connects Bahçeköy, Zekeriyaköy and the Black Sea town of Kilyos. All of the dogs were shot with poison using the same Blow Pipe syringe device used mainly by municipalities as a way to “clean” the city of unwanted dogs, the volunteers told. 

A new animal protection law that stipulates internationally accepted practices about how to deal with stray dogs, was passed in 2004. Under Article 5199, municipalities are obliged to neuter and return stray animals to where they are taken from so the animals can guard their neighborhoods from un-neutered ones. Throwing animals out of cities and into forests is illegal. 

Sting in tail of mining project stirs up village opposition  

Residents of the village of Osmaniye near Muğla in the Marmaris region are calling for an end to one company’s prospecting into possible metal reserves in the village, citing the potential impact on the environment and the local industry of bee-keeping.

Meeting in a local teahouse in Osmaniye, village residents and environmentalists spoke with representatives from the exploration company about the possible harm to humans and the local environment that could result from the venture. They also pointed out the large number of pine trees that would have to be felled in the process. Environmentalists also cited the harm to the bee-keeping trade that would be experienced by residents of Osmaniye. Bee-keeping is a primary source of income for many in the village and the surrounding area.
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