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Turkey has a long way ahead, says EU report 
Turkey has made little or no progress in implementing the key political reforms required to join the European Union, the European Commission said in a report yesterday. 

  While Croatia may finalize entry talks with the European Union next year, if the country steps up its preparations, other would-be members, including Turkey, have a lot more to do, EU Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn said yesterday. His statement followed the release of the union's yearly progress report. 

  I expect Turkey to re-energize its reform efforts. The pace of negotiations will match the pace of reforms in Turkey, Rehn said. He lauded Turkey for its role in defusing conflicts in the Caucasus, where a brief war erupted between Russia and Georgia. However, he also urged Ankara to help end the division of Cyprus. According to the progress report, the Turkish government has failed to crack down on corruption and ensure full civilian control of the army. 

  Despite its strong political mandate, the government did not put forward a consistent and comprehensive program of political reforms, the report said. It listed areas where insufficient progress toward democratic standards had been made, which included the military, anti-corruption efforts, human rights, gender equality and respect for minorities. 

  It said the slow down was due in part to government paralysis, caused by attempts to ban the ruling Justice and Development Party, or AKP, over complaints that its Islamist roots undermine Turkey's secular traditions. 

  More generally, a "lack of dialogue and spirit of compromise between the main political parties had a negative impact on the smooth functioning of the political institutions," the report said. 

  The Commission, for the first time, declared Turkey had a functioning market economy, a crucial step for eventual EU membership, but it also said reforms had stalled in the mostly Muslim country due to political rows. 

  The commission said concerns remained over the impartiality of the judiciary. These warnings were combined with a reference to the political role of the Turkish army, which has overthrown four governments since 1960. 

  The army has gone beyond its remit'' by expressing opinions on the role of Islam, political parties, and other domestic and foreign-policy issues, the report said. No progress had been made in tempering the army's powers, it said.

  The commission also criticized the government for failing to guarantee press freedoms, highlighting a dispute between Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and Turkey's biggest media group, Doğan. The argument centered on the government's alleged link to a financial scandal in Germany. 

  The report also said that although the Turkish Penal Code 301, a law that makes insulting Turkishness a crime, has been amended, the law remains in force to a large extent. 

  The report praised a new law, adopted February 2008, that makes it possible for non-Muslims to own property under the Foundations Laws. The EU opened entry talks with Turkey in 2005, but there has been little progress amid disagreements over Cyprus and opposition from EU countries, including Austria, Germany and France. France took over the bloc's presidency from Slovenia from six months July 1 this year. 

  Meanwhile, the European Parliament's Rapporteur on Turkey, Ria Oomen-Ruijten, said he was uncertain if the Turkish government still intended to continue with its reform process. 

  In a statement released yesterday, Oomen-Ruijten said, As the commission concludes its report, progress in the last year has been very limited. Very few of the issues highlighted in the European Parliament's resolutions have been addressed. 

  Looking back at the developments in Turkey in the last year, I wonder whether the Turkish Government is still willing to continue with the reform process. There has been no update of the national reform plan, which was adopted several years ago, he said 

  "I am concerned by the ongoing polarization of Turkish society. I urge the leaders of the political parties to seriously seek dialogue and to agree, in the spirit of compromise, on a reform agenda for the modernization of Turkey, he noted. 

  "Impatience in the European Parliament is growing. We need a clear signal from Turkey that it wishes to continue with the integration process to which it committed itself in 2005", said Oomen-Ruijten. 

Greening a water forum
Large global conferences are often criticized for the carbon craters they leave, and the newest target of scrutiny is the fifth World Water Forum, to be held in Turkey this March.

  The Green Forum Initiative was established to study the environmental impact of the upcoming World Water Forum, the main event focusing on water issues around the globe. Thad Mermer and Janine Tabasaran, who worked with the U.N. Environmental Program, or UNEP, for 16 years, established the initiative to gage environmental factors such as the impact of transportation to and from the events, the footprint of the Sütlüce convention center and the environmental friendliness of the hotels where the guests will stay.

  The two do not think the forum is as green as it should be. "There are good practices in place, but it's not perfect," said Tabasaran. "The Sütlüce building was almost finished when we came into force. It is not going to be a perfectly green venue, but it's already an improvement on what was there before. Now we are trying to do as much as possible, but things could be better if we had more time and money." Mermer and Tabasaran toured the venue with the assistance of environmental architecture expert Barış Örnek, a member of the Green Building Association. With up-to-date techniques such as insulated glass, energy efficient heating systems, water filtering and efficient toilets, Mermer approved of the building's design. He was quick to point out a couple deficiencies, however, including a lack of solar panels and rainwater collectors. Örnek warned that unless the panels were incorporated into the initial design, it was impossible to retrofit them to the building. Another important step came in dealing with the day-to-day affairs of the project staff, including encouraging the use of windows over air conditioning as well as ensuring several recycling bins were planted around the office. World Water Forum employees frequently travel to related conferences and meetings. Domestically, buses and trains are used, but travel abroad usually requires air transport. "We monitor air travel and tabulate CO2 emissions. We are working on a plan to offset these emissions," said Mermer. In order to monitor the impact of hotels, they prepared a questionnaire to evaluate environmental management. The questionnaire asks such questions as whether the hotel replaces towels or offers guests a choice of cleaning products, and whether it uses renewable energy. Mermer was not pleased with the outcome, but conceded some hotels exceeded their expectations. The Ministry of Environment offers attendees of the conference a chance to offset their carbon footprint by planting a tree in their name, and will even provide a certificate they can take with them. Participants will also receive a pass for Istanbul's public transportation system. 

 Positive feedback

  The Green Forum Initiative was started in February with a draft environmental policy and action list, signed by the organizing partners in June. Mermer told the Turkish Daily News, "We wanted to use the experience we gained with UNEP and try to tackle the problem of non-environmental organizations and conferences, a common criticism from NGOs."  They received positive feedback and now have a team of 10 people, each working on an environmental factor. The previous World Water Forums did not have such an initiative. They work with the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, or İBB, the construction company and Environment Protection and Waste Management Industry and Trade, or İSTAÇ. They hope to also work with The Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats, or TEMA, and World Wildlife Foundation, or WWF, and other environmental NGOs in Turkey. "During the forum, we are going to communicate with people, which is a part of our job," said Tabasaran, who said they want to raise awareness of environmental issues despite having no budget and being in need of sponsors.  "This might not be a perfectly green forum, but we hope to set a standard for future forums and Istanbul can learn much from our efforts. For us this is just a start. We are trying to do the best we can with Turkish companies," said Tabasaran. They hope to work with other events after the forum, she said. The World Water Forum, organized every three years by the World Water Council in close collaboration with the authorities of the hosting country, is the largest international event in the field of water. After taking place in Mexico City in 2006, the forum will take place in Istanbul. As the countdown began for the forum, which will take place in March 2009, many environmental studies are gaining speed. 
'EU goal should be kept above party politics'
Foreign Minister Ali Babacan yesterday expressed hope that the country's bid to join the EU would not be sacrificed as a result of political quarrel at home. I hope our political parties will keep the EU objective above the domestic conflicts and wholeheartedly join the process that will benefit our 70 million citizens, said Babacan during a ceremony at TOBB University.
Turkey needs to quicken pace before EU is out of sight
As Turkey's European Union journey continues down a seemingly never-ending road, now is the time for it to pick up the pace in its reform process, according to a European policy expert, before it is too late.

  Speaking to the Turkish Daily News during a gathering by the Center for Economics and Foreign Policy Studies, or EDAM, in Bodrum last weekend, Daniel Gros, director of the Brussels-based Center for European Policy Studies, warned Turkey it would need to get things moving.  

  “Turkey is losing time,” said Gros, adding that he has seen no progress in Turkey's reform process for EU membership. “The two big stumbling blocks, Cyprus and Armenia, sooner or later have to be resolved.” 

  “The later Turkey takes steps on the Cyprus issue, the more difficult it will become as each year passes,” Gros told the TDN. “If there is no solution to the Cyprus and Armenian issues, we will not be able to speak about Turkey's EU prospects.” 

  The Armenian issue is, “a secondary question,” because it is not a member of the EU, Gros added, placing the emphasis on Cyprus. He said he remained optimistic over the future of northern Cyprus. “As long as northern Cyprus develops nicely, which it seems to be doing now, over time it will become a de facto state and this reality will be recognized.” 

Turkey or Ukraine? 

  As the EU asks itself what kind of a union it should be, Turkey stands as a crucial part of this question. 

  Speaking on the further enlargement of the EU, Gros said the crucial question was “Where is Ukraine?” 

  “That is really a key question for the EU,” he continued. “Has Ukraine advanced? Has it become credible at least to the point of standing as a candidate or not? Because then the question would be; Ukraine and Turkey or Ukraine or Turkey? Depending on the answer, the entire debate about enlargement will be completely different.” 

  “These questions are unavoidable now,” Gros said. “All the rational arguments one makes against Turkey, also apply to Ukraine. My prediction is that it will be politically impossible to say yes to Ukraine, but no to Turkey.” 

  When it comes to the future and definition of the EU, the case gets more complicated. As the structure of the EU is being defined, the issue of Britain comes into play. “Britain is also a question for the EU,” Gros noted. “If it does not join the euro and the Schengen zone, we will have an EU which is not a complete union. However, if Britain is in there, we have a “union union” and that will make it harder to admit others.” 

  Speaking on the Christianity factor relating to Turkey's accession, Gros was straightforward, “If the EU accepts Ukraine and not Turkey and Turkey has completed its reforms, yes, that would prove that the EU is a Christian club.” 
Turkey, the secret weapon against desertification
Turkey is a major world player in desertification-prevention, not only succeeding in its own struggle against encroaching deserts, but also providing training and expertise to some of the countries most at risk, according to one prominent Environment Ministry official. 

  With 110 countries facing the risk of desertification, the United Nations established the Convention to Combat Desertification, or UNCCD, which is currently holding its seventh official meeting in Istanbul. 

  Turkey was an initial signatory of the UNCCD in 1994 and ratified it in 1998. In 2005, it released a national action plan after it consulted with relevant experts and academics. 

  Erdoğan Özevren, the director of the Ministry of the Environment and Forestry, foreign relations and desertification prevention departments, as well as being the focal figure for Turkey in the UNCCD, talked with the Hürriyet Daily News and Economic Review about Turkey's contributions in the struggle against desertification. Regarding Turkey's role in the convention against desertification, we are one of the convention's most active countries, he said. 

  Turkey has recently prepared a 5-year national action plan on tree-planting and erosion control to increase carbon sequestration and biodiversity enhancement. Özevren said, This has garnered a lot of attention internationally, because we are one of the countries that allocates the largest budget and have the most programs on this topic. 

Turkey Prepares Its Ports for the EU
The “Improvement of Maritime Safety in Ports and Coastal Areas of Turkey” Project, which aims to harmonize Turkey with the EU acquis on port safety and dangerous cargo handling, has increased Turkey’s maritime safety and improved its ports according to EU standards. The objective of the project is to increase maritime safety in the ports and coastal areas of Turkey and to improve the institutional capacity of the Maritime Administration to implement EU acquis on port safety and dangerous cargo handling.

İzmir hosts Europe Forum
The ninth annual Northern and Southern European Economic Forum began yesterday in İzmir. The conference is being attended by presidents and prime ministers as well as many high-level government officials from 29 European countries. 

  The forum's theme this year is Turkey: A strong partnership for Europe. The event, organized by the İzmir Chamber of Commerce and European Relations, or INEA, is being held at the Swiss Otel Grand Efes. 

  The president of INEA and former German minister, Jürgen Gramke noted that it was surprising that İzmir had lost out to Milano as the EXPO 2015 host city. He said that the opportunity to present İzmir as the European city that it is, and to show European unity with Turkey, was now gone. 

  Gramke pointed out that INEA's planned theme for EXPO 2015, had it been awarded to İzmir, was health. In addition, Gramke told attendees that İzmir Chamber of Commerce's plans to hold a health seminar in 2009, to be attended by professionals from around the globe, would show what a missed opportunity İzmir not being awarded the EXPO 2015 was. 

   Gramke also said that the current economic crisis was causing problems for a lot of people and that it would continue to do so for a while. The time for making money from artificial financial products is over. When you look 10 years ahead, you will find that the Anglo- American financial systems will be impaired. This system encourages consumption based on credit and functions on risk. This conference is even more important because financial and economic crises are interlinked, said Gramke.  He noted that some guests had to cancel in order to deal with the effects of the economic crisis in their own countries, and went on to congratulate Turkish President Abdullah Gül, on Turkey being elected to the United Nations Security Council.

  In his speech Gramke also said that Europe was not taking into consideration some of the problems Turkey faced in the southeastern regions and that there were double standards and differing views on it. Gramke called on Europe to, take quicker and more aggressive action to find solutions to these problems. 

   İzmir Chamber of Commerce Board President Ekrem Demirtaş, also spoke at the opening ceremony and noted that there was a global crisis. I hope that our countries can get over this difficult time with minimal damage, he said. We have $142 billion in trade with Europe. We hosted 6 million European tourists last year, he said. More than 5 million Turks live in Europe. We have over 7 million people of Balkan descent in our country. 5 percent of our country is in Europe and at some point we feel that we can say we are a part of the European Union. In other words that we have a common past, said Demirtaş. 

  The opening ceremony was attended by many guests, including Turkish President Abdullah Gül; President of Montenegro, Filip Vujanoviç; Croatian President Stjepan Mesic; Bosnian President Haris Sladjzic; and Bulagrıan Vice President Melgena Plugtschieva. Other high-ranking officials included the Turkish Defense Minister Vecdi Gönül, Albanian Vice President for the Economy, Eno Bozdo and the former European Commission President Jacques Santer.

Ankara hosts Turkey-Sweden energy seminar
The Turkey-Sweden Energy Seminar was held in Ankara. Sweden extends great support to Turkey's EU membership process, said Energy and Natural Resources Ministry undersecretary, Selahattin Çimen, adding the two countries cooperated on many platforms. The Swedish Embassy's undersecretary, Urban Andersson, said Turkey's geographic location made it an important supply source.
Bosnia: No European Union without Turkey 

  Bosnian President Haris Slajdzic said the European Union could become a union in the proper sense when Turkey becomes a member, during his speech at the 9th Annual North South Economic Forum late Monday. He said the Balkans and Southeast Europe could not complete themselves without the presence of Turkey, adding Europe could not stand to be trapped inside its borders.
Mamak garbage dump produces electricity and vegetables
The production of electricity and vegetables has started at a garbage dump in the Mamak district of Ankara, part of a solid waste project launched by the Ankara Metropolitan Municipality. 

  A written statement issued by the municipality said the bad smell that used to emanate from the Mamak garbage dump and the potential environmental threat it posed have been eliminated with the implementation of the waste project. Before the project, about 40,000 tons of garbage was gathered in the Mamak garbage dump in a disorganized way. 

  The statement said roughly 10,000 trees were planted and a greenhouse was built as part of landscaping works undertaken in the garbage dump. 

  Additionally, a new system launched in the Mamak garbage dump to eliminate the landfill gas also produces electricity. The statement said the electricity produced by the system has been transmitted to the national network and can light 50,000 residences in Ankara. 

  The hourly capacity of the energy production facility built in the Mamak dump last year, increased from 5.2 megawatts to 11.2 megawatts with the attachment of four additional generators in January. In August, four more generators were attached. Currently, the facility in Mamak supplies 2 percent of the 800 megawatts Ankara consumes per hour. The landfill gas reservoir in the garbage dump in Mamak is sufficient to meet Ankara's electricity needs for at least 10 years. With new arrangements to be made, the electricity capacity at Mamak's landfill gas facility will be increased to 20 megawatts per hour. 
Greenhouse-based culture system 

  The municipality also said vegetable production started in the garbage dump in September. A greenhouse-based agriculture system in a solid waste area is rare in Turkey and therefore Mamak is significant. A total of 4,300 bunches of tomato seedlings have been planted on an area of 2,000 square meters where a material called �perlite� is used instead of soil. The waste heat, resulting from the conversion of depony gas into energy, is used in operating the greenhouse and therefore removes the need for fossil fuels. The greenhouse-based agriculture system operates throughout the year. 
Allianoi under the shadow of work vehicles
The ancient spa settlement of Allianoi continues to be a hot topic of debate between nongovernmental organizations and Turkey's State Water Affairs, or DSİ.

  An expert report has said the project to protect the ancient Allianoi site from the waters of the Yortanlı Dam by covering the site with clay changed the underground channels of thermal waters. 

  The ancient city of Allianoi in the Bergama district, which is one of the oldest thermal spas in the world, has been a hot topic between environmentalists and the DSİ, which built a dam on Yortanlı. Allianoi will remain underwater because of the dam. More than 11,000 archaic artifacts found in Allianoi have been handed over to the Bergama Museum since 1998. 

  The Allianoi Initiative Group spokesperson, Alime Mitapi, talking to the Doğan news agency, said they have proved the damage done by the DSİ to ancient Allianoi. The bulldozers have changed the direction of the channels of thermal waters to the İlya river and thermal water levels in the Allianoi have almost dried out.   

  This report showed that Allianoi, despite the decision of the İzmir Second Administrative Court to protect the ancient city, was damaged by work vehicles, said Mitap and added that the last expert report showed that none of the projects to protect Allianoi from the flood were useful. We have reports that the project of the DSİ to protect Allianoi will not work. We do not know how many expert reports we need to stop this. 

  Lawyer Arif Ali Cangı also said that despite court orders to move the dam, the DSİ was not going to change its location. Cangı said they were trying to conceal Allianoi from the public. They first stopped the allocation for the excavation, then they are damaging the ancient city under the guise of works to protect Allianoi. At the moment, Allianoi became a symbol of how much care Turkey pays to its history and historical sites. If Allianoi stays underwater from the dam, nobody can say that history is protected in Turkey.

Chemical waste seeping from Kıraç's sewer
Chemical waste has started leaking from a sewage well in Kıraç, an industrial district outside of Istanbul. 

  Hazardous waste and toxic chemicals are leaking out of a sewer constructed and managed by the Istanbul Water and Sewerage Authority, or İSKİ. The sewage has already formed a poisonous cesspool in the district's Çakmak neighborhood, where various chemical factories are located. 

  Residents, distressed by the toxic atmosphere in their neighborhood, blame the factories for producing chemical waste. Industrialists, on the other hand, say they are disturbed by the residents' accusations. 

  We have been inhaling poison for months. We have warned the administrators many times already. Each time we are told that they are going to deal with the problem. The municipality said that they have not received reports about it. But this is not true. We know that residents have submitted complaints to the municipality, the residents said. 

  Residents also complain about the terrible smell released by the cesspool, of which both İSKİ and the municipality seem unaware. They say they try to keep their children and small cattle away from the noxious lake but it is very difficult for them to do so. 

  They have submitted complaints to the municipal police many times. It has been several months and officials have not moved to solve the problem, the residents said.

  Staff at the Kıraç Municipality, on the other hand, argue they have received reports about the toxic waste problem in the neighborhood. When Milliyet reporters provided them with the exact location of the sewage well they said they would send a team of researchers to the area. However, no response has been received from the municipality since that time, wrote daily Milliyet. 

  Additionally, Milliyet reporters have conveyed the problem to İSKİ administrators, but their reply was: We have not been informed about it so far. First we need to search. Later, we will give you an explanation.

İSKİ collects poisonous wastes 

  Hazardous waste in industrial districts is collected by İSKİ and transported to waste treatment facilities located in different parts of Istanbul. This waste, composed of heavy metals and toxic chemicals, is discharged into the sea after undergoing chemical and biological processing in the waste treatment facilities. All chemical factories and businesses are obliged to release waste into this sewer system. Otherwise, hazardous waste can mix with ground water and Istanbul's drinking water, threatening human health. 
Malls should be energy-efficient
Amid depressing signs of global warming and the global financial crisis, it is crucial to consider energy efficiency while designing shopping centers, which have become energy consumption centers, an expert has warned. 

  There are nearly 200 shopping centers in Turkey, and their energy consumption totaled $200 million last year, said Arif Künar, energy and environment consultant at the Research and Implementation Center for Built Environment and Design, or RICBED, a unit of the Middle East Technical University, or METU. 

  It is envisaged that 150 more shopping centers will start operating by 2010, said Künar, who is also the managing director of energy consultants EDSM. By considering energy efficiency in design rather than just highlighting size, attraction and architectural aesthetics, energy costs of these centers may be reduced 10 to 40 percent. In order for these centers not to become energy monsters, it is crucial to highlight energy efficiency starting from design. 

Immense heat zones:

  Shopping centers, which offer comfort for their customers, consume significant amounts of energy because of lighting, heating and cooling, Künar said. Due to high-energy consumption, immense heat zones occur in the regions where these centers are located, he said. If the shopping centers are built close to each other, the ecology of the region is affected at the micro-level, and its heat increases, he said. 

  However, Künar noted that it is possible to make these shopping centers environmentally friendly and consume low energy. Apart from a few shopping centers, none include environment and energy efficiency in their concepts, he said. The designs focus is on just architectural aesthetics to attain maximum profit, maximum fanciness, maximum attraction. 

  Energy efficiency is not considered at all, he said. With high energy costs, as well as the economic crisis, the general cost of these centers has created a debate. The rise in general costs are reflected to rents and hence to consumers. It is now a must to make environmentally friendly designs by considering energy efficiency for new shopping centers. With some measures, savings of 20 to 50 percent may be attained.

  Whether a shopping center has a traffic boosting effect is also an important factor for the environment, said Künar, suggesting the use of recyclable materials in construction. Natural lighting, heating and ventilation of the building can be enabled via proper positioning of the building, Künar said, and it is also possible to benefit from soil energy for the heating and cooling. Furthermore, he suggested recycling wastewater and water collected on the roof. 

  It is also easy to construct solar panels, solar collectors, solar chimneys, wind tribunes and grass roof implementations at shopping centers, he said, adding that with various systems, shopping centers can generate their own energy.

İzmir part of healthy cities meet
İzmir, a member of the Healthy Cities Association of the World Health Organization, or WHO, sent representative to a gathering in Zagreb last week to exchange ideas and share projects on city health. 

  The topic of this year's conference, held in Zagreb, was "city leadership for health and sustainable development." It had 500 attendees from 55 countries and 33 cities. Among them were mayors, politicians, project coordinators and experts. Apart from those in the European network, cities from South Korea, Japan, Canada and the United States were present. Besides İzmir, the attending municipalities from Turkey were Bursa, Çankaya, Ankara; Tepebaşı, Eskişehir; Gölcük, Kocaeli; Kadıköy, İstanbul; Nilüfer, Bursa and Yalova. 

  Attendees on behalf of İzmir Metropolitan Municipality were Assistant Secretary General Ali Rıza Gülerman, Dr. Hülya Gülen, head doctor at Eşrefpaşa Hospital, and Yeşim Müderrisoğlu, project coordinator for the Healthy Cities Association. 

  The political representatives of the cities and countries in the Healthy Cities Network have signed the Zagreb Declaration to guide them in the following five years on projects for healthy cities and raising standards of life. 

  Also, "İzmir City Health Profile," prepared last year by the voluntary effort of 15 work groups including trade associations, academicians, institution representatives and experts, is complete. By doing this, İzmir has completed the necessity steps to move up a level in the Healthy Cities group.











