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Making a case for Turkey’s EU bid
Turkey is central to the future development of the European Union, said a recent report by the Foreign Policy Center, or FPC.

Making a case for Turkey’s EU bid The report, "Turkey in Europe: The Economic Case for Turkish Membership of the EU," included several articles from prominent politicians and academics, such as European Union Enlargement Commissioner Olli Rehn; Adam Hug, policy director at the FPC and Dr. Bahadır Kaleağası, the Turkish Industrialists’ and Businessmen’s Association, or TÜSİAD’s, representative to the EU, with prefaces by British Foreign Secretary David Miliband and Shadow Foreign Secretary William Hague.

"The eventual decision by existing EU member states to accept or reject Turkey will have significant ramifications for the type of organization it will become," said Hug in the introduction to the report.

"Turkish membership will signify a choice for Europe between becoming an outward-looking Union at peace with its internal diversity that prioritizes economic and security needs of its members, or an insular, almost parochial grouping, searching for an imagined cultural homogeneity," he said.

Rehn said that since the implementation of the Customs Union, trade between the EU and Turkey has almost tripled, as European and Turkish companies took advantage of this large, integrated market. Moreover, the EU has become an important and stable market for Turkish exporters.

Rehn said, "the recent crisis in the Caucasus has highlighted, once again, Turkey’s strategic potential for the secure and regular supply of hydrocarbons to the EU." Turkey remained the only serious alternative route for the Union’s energy supply, he added. "The Commission is encouraging Turkey to engage seriously in discussions, in view of making Nabucco operational as of 2013," reiterating the European Union’s standing invitation to Turkey to join the European Energy Community.

Rehn said Turkey’s emerging industrial economy, information society, dynamic workforce and geographical location were the country’s assets to the EU, adding, deeper economic integration of Turkey in the EU would make both sides stronger. He said Turkey needed to make further efforts on chapters on competition policy, taxation, social policy and employment in order, "to maintain a steady momentum in accession negotiations." Lastly, Rehn called on the Turkish business community to encourage the government to make necessary reforms, adding, "a determined and steady effort toward reform remains the most effective way to convince EU’s citizens that Turkey’s membership will be a win-win situation."

A voice from the business community, Dr. Bahadır Kaleağası, said over the next decade, the Turkish governments’ major challenges would be, "to enhance democratic stability in better implementing EU reforms, to reform the public service to make it more efficient and transparent, and to adopt the country’s economic governance to requirements of post-September 2008 global shocks, adding the business community will closely monitor these developments.

In concluding remarks, Hug said if Turkey completed the required reform processes, "the denial of its right to join (the EU) would be an affront to the principles of fairness that must underpin the EU, and could lead a spurned Turkey to re-orientate itself away from the West, forming new alliances in the Middle East and Central Asia, to the detriment of Europe.

"Failure to grant Turkish accession could be one of the greatest strategic mistakes the EU could inflict upon itself, one that would be hugely harmful to business and undermine European prosperity and security," he said, adding, "the huge commitments Turkey is making cannot be allowed to be undermined by ’low politics’ in European capitals."
Mine licenses disturb locals
A local official in the Aegean town of Marmaris has told a parliamentary environmental commission the tourism town risked being turned into a "molehill."

Parliament’s research commission of environmental problems gathered in Muğla Sunday. Hakkı Bayındır, Marmaris deputy mayor and president of the town council, spoke on the mining privileges and how 52 percent of Marmaris could become a molehill due to the mining licenses given out to 41 different companies. Bayındır demanded these licenses be revoked immediately.

"The correspondences between us and the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources on closing the mine in Osmaniye Village and the revocation of their license brought us to a very interesting point," said Bayındır. "When we asked the ministry how many companies had demanded licenses to mine in the area, we faced the number of 41".

Bayındır said it was a frightening image when looked on a map because there was a chance 52 percent of Marmaris would be turned into a molehill. There are 24 companies from Muğla; 10 from Istanbul, five from Ankara and one each from Adana and Bursa that received licenses for mining, according to Bayındır.

One of the firms from Istanbul has licenses for seven different locations and the mine at Osmaniye has 15 different licenses, Bayındır said. "This has become a national problem. If this many locations may have active licenses at a tourist area like Marmaris; you think about the rest". Bayındır claimed these licenses would be an excuse to chop down forests in order to open roads and said they did not even want to think of what would happen next.

Mehmet Şahin, Muğla provincial director of the environment and forestry, said the biggest environmental problems in Muğla were fish farms and the thermal power plant in Yatağan. "All municipalities must build purification plants", he said.

Nuri Uslu, president of Parliament’s research commission for environmental problems, said they were practicing onsite observations in states with environmental problems and that Muğla was a very important and delicate city for tourism. Uslu also said the global financial crisis affected Turkey as well. "I care about Muğla a lot. After the last river drys up and the last fish dies, our money will worthless so we must preserve the environment and nature." Uslu reminded people not to litter forests or pollute rivers and the sea.
Project aims to save Bafa Lake
Under a new project, launched with the support of World Wildlife Foundation’s Turkey branch and Coca-Cola Turkey, titled ’Water for Bafa, Plenty for Aegean,’ 360,000 square meters of agricultural area surrounding the lake will be irrigated through a ’drop system’ that aims to save 70 percent of water currently used in irrigation

Bafe Lake, currently suffering severe drought conditions, is on the road to recovery after the World Wildlife Foundation, or WWF-Turkey, and Coca-Cola Turkey signed onto a joint irrigation project in Kıpkırı Village recently.

There has been no water entering or exiting Bafa Lake except rainfall in recent years. Due to the drought, the water level of Bafa Lake, located between the borders of Aydın and Muğla, has decreased below the two-meter threshold for sustainability. The lake’s water level is now just 1.55 meters.

According to the project, "Water for Bafa, Plenty for Aegean," 360,000 square meters of agricultural area surrounding the lake will be irrigated through a "drop system" that aims to save 70 percent of water currently used in irrigation. The project targeted to save 60 millions tons of water annually, equal to 10 Abant lakes worth of water, will be implemented in Söke, Didim and Milas as pilot projects over a two-year period. WWF-Turkey and Coca-Cola Turkey will spend $1 million on the five-year project, and reach 3,000 farmers in 12 villages.

Coca-Cola Turkey President Ahmet Burak said Coca-Cola aimed to regain every drop of water it used in production. According to Burak, stating drought was threatening the entire world. "Today, we are all aware that water is vitally important for the sustainability of nature, society and commercial companies. More than 1 billion people in the world do not have access to drinkable water. Diminishing water reserves is endangering the future of humanity, in addition to damaging wildlife. More than 20 percent of 10,000 fresh water creatures have perished in the last 20 to 30 years. Some 41 percent of the world's population lives near riverbeds at risk of drying out. One in three people are expected to have difficulty reaching water by 2025. We, as Coca-Cola, in such an environment, want to contribute to the sustainability of the water sources around Bafa Lake."

WWF-Turkey General Manager Dr. Filiz Demirayak also said Bafa Lake, where they will implement the project, is a showcase of Turkish biodiversity, containing 25 plant, 261 bird, 22 reptile and 19 mammal species.
Pointing out that the water level at the lake has decreased approximately two meters in the last two decades, Demirayak said, "With this project, Bafa Lake and the Aegean region will gain plenty of water. It is possible to prevent drought at the lake and also irrigate arable lands with this project. Using the drop system, people and the lake's wildlife can live in harmony. The drop system aims to save water and energy, and create productivity. In this system, farmers irrigate products rather than fields and so use limited water reserves logically.

According to various scientific reports, the water level of the lake had to remain at the two-meter mark to conserve the ecological balance of the lake. The water level decreased to 1.60 meters with two years of drought and a lack of water in the Büyük Menderes river.

The deputy manager of the 21st district of the Public Waterworks Administration, Mehmet Kurugöllü, said the other problem at Bafa Lake is olive oil factories discharging wastewater into the lake, right next to fishing companies who operate around the lake. Waste being dumped into the lake is making pollution another main problem of the lake.

Boron dreams fade away  

 Turkey’s dreams of becoming an international boron hub fades away with the European Union’s decision to include boron in a list of toxic substances. Worried that its boron exports may decline 50 percent, Turkey announces it is planning to file a lawsuit with the World Trade Organization.
 
Turkey’s dream to become a global boron hub has dissolved with the European Union’s decision to categorize boron a toxic substance. In a counter action, Turkey is preparing to file a lawsuit with the World Trade Organization, or WTO, against the EU.

Turkey and the United States are the world's largest producers of boron, with Turkey holding almost 72 percent of the world’s boron potential and estimated reserves of just over 3 billion tons.

Turkey’s annual exports of boron, which is heavily used in producing detergents, glass and ceramic, add up to $40 million and the country had plans to one day obtain billions of dollars from exports by becoming a global boron hub. However, despite Turkey’s objections, the EU has classified boron as “toxic for reproduction.”

The decision, which is expected to be detrimental to 70 percent of Turkey’s boron and derivative exports, may also shape the country’s export to countries outside the EU.

Turkey, which has been objected to the WTO sanctions twice before, has submitted an application to the WTO for the first time, asking for action on the grounds that the directive would limit free trade.

Several preventative attempts 

The process related to boron’s classification began when the European Commission launched an investigation into the mineral. Then, the Technical Committee for Adaptation to Technical Progress, on Feb. 2007, accepted a recommendation that envisaged the classification of boric acid and sodium borates as “toxic for reproduction.”

Turkey, which monitors the committee’s activities at all times, conveyed its concerns about the boron issue to the Common Committee of the Customs Union. State Minister Kürşad Tüzmen, the minister of environment and forestry and the energy minister sent official letters to the related commissioners. However, the initiatives could not prevent the decision.

Turkey emphasized its objections several times to the WTO over the period, and offered to collaborate with the EU. During a technical meeting in February, Turkey expressed its decision to bring the issue up to the WTO Dispute Settlement Body if the classification decision was approved. However, the EU approved the directive June 9. The decision was published in the Official Journal of the European Union on Sept. 15 to be effective 20 days later.

Other countries, such as the U.S., Malaysia, Australia, Argentina, Chile, Japan and China, are also against the EU decision. After filing a compliant with the WTO, the first action taken would be reconciliation between the parties. If that does not succeed, then the organization’s second step would be establishing a panel to reach decisions.

No scientific ground 

Turkey objects to the decision on the grounds that the classification of boron as a hazardous material is not based on scientific studies and therefore must be seen as a technical barrier to trade. The EU's decision was based on experiments conducted on mice only, according to the objection. Boron was injected directly into the animal in high doses, although humans never consume pure boron or take it directly into their bodies.

Due to the EU’s decision, Turkey’s boron export market is likely to shrink by 50 percent, meaning an annual loss of $50 million at minimum. The decision will also have “secondary and psychological impacts” once countries reflect the EU directive on their national legislations.
In accordance with the directive, boron and its derivatives, which are products that contain more than 5.5 percent of boron, will have a warning and certain symbols such as a skull on their packages.

Moreover, cosmetics will not be allowed to include over 5.5 percent of boron derivatives in their content. Such warnings usually deter potential buyers, even if they do not affect exports directly at the initial phase, according to experts. The EU’s decision may become, particularly on the environment and human health, a model for other countries, which makes the situation graver for Turkey, they said.

Turkey has 72 percent of the world’s boron reserves that total 4 billion tons. However, annual consumption, including Turkey, is 4 million tons. Some 95 percent of boron chemicals are sold to ceramics and detergent sectors. This year, boron exports are expected to be around $500 million to $600 million. Among this figure, an amount worth $130 million to $140 million will be exported to the EU.

Locals in Kas start cleansing campaign 
	


Kaş is unique in the world with its special location on a narrow strip of land between crystal-clear, deep-blue sea and evergreen mountains, with its rich history and its legendary pebble beaches and underwater.
But as with everything shiny, there is a shadowy side and Kaş is no exception. Its shadowy side concerns pollution and solid waste ashore and at sea.

Aware of this bitter truth, a handful of Kaş lovers met a few weeks ago with a common, summed up by one participant: “If you clean somewhere yourself, you don’t allow it to be polluted, therefore we should activate all concerned parties in Kaş to clean and save the environment.”    

All agreed and dared to start the “ There is No Other Kaş in the Mediterranean” campaign with no budget and no sponsors. Afterward, the developments were amazing. It was as if everybody was waiting for such a call. All NGOs, individual volunteers including foreigners living in Kaş and official organizations have done their part.

The first step of the campaign, “Environmental Information and Raising Awareness,” started with seminars for students in and around Kaş. The feedback was unexpected and amazed and motivated the campaigners. They were carried away by the poems and essays written by the children reflecting their environmental sensibilities. The children’s work will be published in a book under the same title of the campaign.

People working on small fishing boats, daily boat tours and diving boats were the campaign’s main target group because they are sometimes unjustly blamed for being responsible for the kind of pollution the campaign is fighting against. After attending seminars on the subject, they have enthusiastically adopted the purpose. For example, the fishermen, using their initiative, gathered a group of foreigners and sailed to small islands and popular bays to collect garbage and bring it to the harbor.

The last seminar was from Atilla Uras, a university lecturer on the environment and an incurable Kaş lover, to a mixed group of people from NGOs, students and official organizations related to tourism and trade.

After the last seminar, people gathered to watch the cleaning of the bottom of Kaş Harbor. The Kaymakam, chief of police and the commander of Coast Guard Boat 113 initiated the main part of the campaign by diving together followed by another 33 divers, including two English men. 

In minutes, some odd things came out from various parts of the harbor, such as lids for pots and pans, plastic bottles, tires, even a metal garbage trolley, shoes, bottles and more. Meanwhile, the students collected the garbage on the ground. A team of fishermen and environmental activists worked on the pipes of solid waste to classify and register the output of the day.

Over the following two days, boy and girl scouts will collect garbage from the famous pebble beaches like Küçükçakıl and Büyükçakıl, while divers collect refuse from underwater.

Time for insulation
As people have begun to feel the effects of rising energy costs, there is a growing awareness of the benefits of investing in insulation.  

The exorbitant markups in natural gas and electricity prices have people looking for new ways to cut costs. 

It is this need that compelled the Temperature, Water, Noise and Fire Insulators Association, or İZODER, to launch their new “insulation investments” campaign. 

İZODER Board President Levent Ürkmez pointed out that even basic water insulation could be of utmost importance in an earthquake-prone region such as Turkey. 

Even in buildings that are not very resistant to shallow earthquakes, water insulation may help. 

“The fact is that water insulation can protect building materials from corrosion and, therefore, postpone or avert pending tragedies,” said Ürkmez. 

“In order for water insulation to be effective and efficient, it should be implemented during the construction of the building. With water insulation, a building is spared water damage from the roof down to the foundation.”  

When asked of the cost benefits, Ürkmez replied, “In technically proficient installations, we can achieve a 50 percent reduction in heating and cooling costs.” 

Houses without insulation suffer considerable losses of energy, according to Ürkmez. “These losses come from the walls, windows, roof and foundations that are not insulated. 

If you insulate just one part of the building but not the others, it does not work. You have to consider the whole building, only then can you achieve the most efficient results from the insulation.” 

Ürkmez said another advantage of insulation was its impact on the environment, “Lower energy consumption means fewer greenhouse gases are emitted into the atmosphere, especially these days, when global warming and climate change are on everyone’s mind, heat insulation is really emerging as a solution,” he said. 

“But it does not end with just the energy savings and the reduction in harmful greenhouse gas emissions. Heating insulation also makes living conditions much more comfortable and healthier. This is why insulation has become an indispensable part of modern buildings,” said Ürkmez. 

When you look at a history of insulation in Turkey, 2000 was the pivotal year. According to Ürkmez, “After the TS825 code became mandatory in new buildings, growth in the industry really took off.” 

He also pointed out that had the 480,000 new buildings that went up between June 2000 and October 2006 been built to regulation, energy savings of up to $1.5 million would have been made. 

“We can assume most were built to code as the TS825 passed in June 2000 but not all were built to specifications,” said Ürkmez. “İZODER and its members are concentrating on creating awareness. In this time we have made great strides in numbers.

In 2002 insulation material sales were at 2.5 million cubic meters. In 2007 that number reached 7.3 million cubic meters. This means that our sales tripled in five years,” said Ürkmez. 

“Growth in the water insulation industry is similar. Their numbers have climbed from 30 million square meters to 75 million square meters. 

“We have not reached the same point in insulation that the West has. In the European Union, the average use of insulation materials is 0.7 cubic meters. In our country that number has just reached 0.1 cubic meters,” Ürkmez said.











