[image: image1.png]



                                                                                                                                                            Delta-Eko                                      
                                          Cinnah Cad. 106/6, Çankaya, 06550 ANKARA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                      Tel: 0312-440 7940   Fax: 0312-440 1011 

                                                                 www.delta-eko.org


27.11.2008 – 04.12.2008
Grim picture if world fails over climate
War, hunger, poverty and sickness will stalk humanity if the world fails to tackle climate change, a 12-day U.N. conference on global warming heard yesterday.

A volley of grim warnings sounded out at the start of the marathon talks, a step to a new worldwide treaty to reduce greenhouse gases and help countries exposed to the wrath of an altered climate. "Humankind in its activity just reached the limits of the closed system of our planet Earth," said Polish Environment Minister Maciej Nowicki, elected to chair the Dec. 1-12 meet in the city of Poznan.

"Further expansion in the same style will generate global threats of really great intensity - huge droughts and floods, cyclones with increasingly more destructive power, pandemics of tropical disease, dramatic decline of biodiversity, increasing ocean levels," said Nowicki. "All these can cause social and even armed conflict and migration of people at an unprecedented scale."

Serious impacts

The forum of the 192-member U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, or UNFCCC, comes halfway in a two-year process, launched in Bali, Indonesia, that aims at crafting a new pact in Copenhagen in December 2009.

Nowicki's warning was underscored by Rajendra Pachauri, head of the Nobel-winning Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, which provides neutral scientific opinion on global warming and its impacts. "The impacts of climate change, if there is inaction, can be extremely serious," he said. "We have projected that the number of people living in severely stressed river basins will increase from 1.4 to 1.6 billion in 1995 to 4.3-6.9 billion in 2050. That's almost the majority of humanity," he added.
Turkey wants to utilize Norway's hydro technology

Turkey's Premier Tayyip Erdogan said there was great potential for cooperation in the field of energy between Turkey and Norway. 
Holding a joint press conference Tuesday with Norway's Crown Prince Haakon in Ankara, Erdogan said Norway had important know-how in hydro-energy and other renewable energy resources, and said Turkey wanted to make use of Norway's advanced technology.
Noting that economic relations between the two countries were below the current potential, Erdogan said they discussed with Haakon ways to enhance bilateral relations.
Responding to a question on the justice minister's recent remarks about the possible transfer of a small number of convicts to Imrali Prison --where Abdullah Ocalan, head of the terrorist organization PKK is serving a life sentence in solitary confinement-- Erdogan said, "Our friends are working on it. If we deem necessary, we will transfer other convicts there (Imrali). Preparations for this are underway."
Prince Haakon said relations between Turkey and his country are perfect, adding his visit focused on the energy and maritime sectors.
He said their goal was to further strengthen the bilateral relations between the two countries, and added that more than 200,000 Norwegian tourists visited Turkey every year.
Following the conference, Erdogan hosted a banquet in honor of the crown prince of Norway.
Turkey, Norway discuss cooperation on energy

Cooperation on energy is on the Norwegian crown prince’s agenda for his meetings with Turkish officials in Ankara. Turkey and Norway are preparing to launch joint projects for building hydroelectric plants, investing in solar energy and oil explorations in the Black Sea 


As two of Europe’s non-European Union countries, Turkey and Norway discussed yesterday ways to boost ties in the energy field.   


The joint projects would include building hydroelectric plants, investing in solar energy and oil explorations in the Black Sea. 


"Let’s go on a journey in the Black Sea with the Norwegian companies. I hope we’ll be as successful as we were in our joint drilling in the Caspian Sea," Hilmi Güler, Energy Minister, said during the "Turkey-Norway Hydro Energy Forum" organized by the Norwegian Embassy and Innovation Norway, on the occasion of the visit by Norwegian Crown Prince Hakoon Magnus to Turkey. 


Cooperation on Azeri oil

Prince Hakoon arrived in Turkey on Tuesday and held meetings with President Abdullah Gül and Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. 

Accompanied by a large of group of businessmen and government officials, Hakoon’s agenda was increasing the level of cooperation between the two countries on energy issues. 

Norway is an important oil and natural gas supplier in the world and has great experience in hydroelectric power plants. 


The Turkish Petroleum Corporation and Norway’s Statoil are cooperating in an international consortium established for drilling and marketing Azerbaijani oil to world markets via the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan oil pipeline. 

"Seismic studies [of the Black Sea] are proving that we can conduct new business investments and set new relations," Güler stated. 

TPAO recently signed an oil exploration deal with Exxon-Mobil, hoping economically feasible oil and natural gas reserves would be found in the Black Sea. "Let’s not miss this opportunity," the minister added. 


On using water as an energy source, Güler recalled the government prepared 1,600 different projects worth $20 billion. "My first offer: Let’s build the water turbines here. You may see Turkey as a bridge to both Middle East and Central Asia. We can make money through joint projects," he stated. 

Prince Hakoon, for his part, touched on the importance of hydro energy and said that Turkey, with its rich sources of water, could enjoy Norway’s experiences. Underlining that Norway produced 90 percent of its electricity from hydro energy, Prince Hakoon said his country was ready to work together with Turkey in this field. 


Wind power 

On the same day, Turkey and the Netherlands discussed how cooperation on wind power could be conducted, during another forum held on the occasion of the visit of Dutch Foreign Trade Minister Frank Heemskerk.


"We are in need of 500 kilovolt home-style wind turbines and 2.5 megawatt turbines, we could make a cooperation with you on that and are awaiting a long-time marriage from you," Güler said. 
Europe needs Turkey in its future

Paris Mayor Bertrand Delano‘ was in Istanbul last weekend for a meeting of the United Cities and Local Governments, or UCLG.

Before the UCLG meeting a reception was held in the French Palace. Stating that the world is going through big economic crises Delano‘, who is also the President of UCLG, said he knows the perils of the results. According to him the establishments around the world should cooperate to come through the crises.

Born in Tunisia, Delano‘ has been involved in politics since the age of 23. "I have been to Istanbul before but not after I was elected as mayor," said Delano‘. "Istanbul is a living city and it is also a symbolic place."

Stating that Istanbul has hosted artists, scientists and intellectuals all through its history, he said the city is also a coordinating point.

Pointing out the French and Turks were in the palace together, he said this picture should set a pace for humanity. "It would be a better future for everyone if the problems are empathized and shared," said Delano‘. He said Europe needs Turkey in its future. Stating that political parties on the left and right may use this as a political tool, he said his opinion is that Turkey and France should collaborate.

Delano‘ said he would do his best to support the "Turkish Season in France" in 2009, which will be a year for promoting Turkey with various artistic and cultural activities.

With continuous communication and ongoing projects between Turkey’s French high schools and universities with those in France, the Paris mayor said the cultural cooperation would help further relations between the two countries.
Water resources stand at the heart of tourism
The richness of water resources are extremely related to the power of tourism, according to professors. That is why Turkey, which will host the World Water Forum next year, needs to take good care of its water problems, planning how much water is consumed for tourism.
The accessibility of water is a feature marketed by the tourism industry as part of its products and services, according to Nazmi Kozak, faculty member of the Anadolu University Tourism and Hotel Management department.

"The sustainability and purity of water is indispensable to the industry," Kozak said.

Accessibility of water increases the chances of success for a tourism product or service, Kozak said, adding that some 80 percent of travel to Turkey is for tourism and one reason for this is the water resources of the country.

"Hotels try to create a positive image in people’s minds when marketing their rooms, which includes publicity of their water resources," he said. "Tourism consumes more water than anybody can measure. Unfortunately there is not enough legal supervision and assessment of water consumption. We need to be more protective and sensitive at this point in time," said Gülser Öztunalı Kayır, faculty member at the Akdeniz University.

Stating tourist numbers will amount to 1.5 billion and tourist income to $2 trillion in the year 2020, Hüsniye Akıllı, research assistant at the Akdeniz University, said tourism will endanger ecosystems if not managed well, which could mean tourism will consume its own resources.

Value of underground water

"According to some research conducted worldwide, water consumption per tourist is between 350 and 850 liters, but the water consumption of people in developed countries is 266 liters per person.

This means that only tourism consumes more water than developed countries. Recent research shows water used in a five-star hotel in India equals the total water consumption of five villages in the region," she said

The total water potential of Antalya is 15.3 billion cubic meters, which constitutes 9 percent of Turkey’s total water potential, said İhsan Taşkın, member of Antalya Chamber of Geological Engineers.

"The new Energy Market Law necessitates the formation of an energy installation over every water resource," Taşkın said.

Forum is crucial

Kutlu Taner, member of Antalya Chamber of Geological Engineers, said Antalya residents obtain drinking water from underground sources that are of great importance to the region.

There is a lack of coordination in the application of laws about water consumption, said Beyza Üstün, from Yıldız Teknik University.

"Water resources face the danger of contamination and diminution today," said Üstün. "It is extremely meaningful for Turkey to host the 2009 World Water Forum while water resources are being contaminated and decreasing in level."

"We can no longer drink tap water, we need to buy water, which is our natural right," she added.
Turkish Environment Minister Departs For Morocco   

Turkish Environment and Forestry Minister Veysel Eroglu departed for Morocco on Wednesday to participate at the Fifth Regional Meeting of the World Water Forum in Africa.
A cooperation protocol will be signed between the Turkish Environment and Forestry, and Moroccan Ministry of Water, Energy and Environment, Eroglu said before leaving for Casablanca.

"We have very good relations between Turkey and Morocco, and our government wants to improve these relations further," Eroglu said. (İMB-MS)

Ankara fights air pollution

As air polution, caused by heating units, motor vehicles, unplanned urban growth and meteorological conditions, worsens in Ankara, experts say there is a strong need for regulations on measuring the air quality. ’Turkey’s air pollution standards don’t fit with the EU’s criteria,’ says secretary for the Environmental Engineers’ Chamber.

Turkey's capital city Ankara struggles with air pollution, and with the increasing use of coal, the city’s need to meet EU levels of observation and regulation is becoming more apparent everyday, according to one expert.

Heval Sarıtaş, secretary for the Environmental Engineers’ Chamber, or ÇMO, from the Turkish Union of Engineers’ and Architects’ Chambers, or TMMOB, said the data acquired by the air control observation network should be properly evaluated and shared with the public. Sarıtaş also said it should be known which parameters are being considered, adding, "We do not think enough parameters are being considered in measuring the air pollution of Ankara."

Sarıtaş said the air pollution of Turkey originated from heating units, motor vehicles and industrial facilities. Furthermore, unplanned urban growth, topographical structures and meteorological conditions increase air pollution.

Sarıtaş said the main agents causing air pollution in Ankara were motor vehicles and heating. "The main reason for us to feel the pollution at its densest during winter is air pollution from heating units. It is not true to say only motor vehicles cause air pollution," he said, adding that during summertime we feel the air pollution less than in winter despite having the same number of vehicles.

’Not all parameters are being measured’

Sarıtaş also commented on the network for observation of air control, being operated by the Refik Saydam Hygiene Center and Ministry of Environment and Forestry. "Not all parameters are being measured," said Sarıtaş, adding that the network itself may not be a problem; the important thing is acquiring healthy data and sharing it with the public. "There are 13 parameters measured for air pollution in the EU but less parameters are considered in our country. This prevents us having a healthy opinion on the quality of our environment," said Sarıtaş, adding that presently work to reduce air pollution is happening, but it’s not enough.

Sarıtaş said Turkey’s air pollution standards did not fit the EU’s criteria. "If we are talking about Ankara, it is even truer," he said, adding that Turkey’s pollution parameters are higher than the EU’s but the ministry is trying to improve it with new regulation on air quality. The regulation would help the standards become compatible with those of the EU by 2014. "If the targeted policy is not carried out correctly and the necessary investments are not done, that date is not realistic either," he said.

Sarıtaş said price increases decrease motivation to use natural gas and in turn increases air pollution. "The biggest cause of air pollution is the usage of fossil fuels anyway," said Sarıtaş, adding that it is normal for people to prefer fossil fuels like coal when the price for natural gas is higher.

Sarıtaş said there were places where coal was being handed out as public relief and added, "We do not know whether the coal mentioned is contraband or not but we hear rumors that it is. If they are handing out contraband coal, its affect on air pollution is worrisome." He also added that contraband coal contains a high amount of contaminants that cause air pollution.
New dump for ’old city’

The dumpsite located at Seyitgazi Road of Eskişehir (old city), a city in the northwestern part of Central Anatolia, caused environmental pollution, air pollution foremost, due to a casual storage system practiced for many years. A new project is eradicating this problem. 


Yılmaz Büyükerşen, Mayor of Metropolitan Municipality of Eskişehir, stated the problem of dumpsite at Seyitgazi Road is resolved. Büyükerşen said that, with the new project, domestic waste, domestic solid industrial waste and sterilized medical waste will be stored properly at a new dumpsite. 

He also added that there will be a cell to store waste batteries. The project is being built upon a designated land of 700 acres.
Ecology exhibition in Fethiye
Fethiye welcomed its first environmental exhibition, which started on on Friday at the Fethiye Culture Center. The exhibition, in which a number of companies that make alternative energy, sustainability and recycling products will seek to encourage residents to invest in products that leave a lighter footprint on our precious and fragile planet.

Sustainability is an important concept in today’s world of increasing consumption, particularly at a time when the global economy is heading toward crisis. Productivity must be balanced with resources, both in terms of present and future availability.

Sustainability

The exhibition will be an opportunity for recycling companies, organic farms and ecotourism in the Fethiye area to showcase good environmental practices. The farmers of Yanıklar, a village just outside Fethiye, have developed chemical-free produce to such an extent their produce is now not only sold in Fethiye but also in Şişli, Istanbul and Çankaya, Ankara.

Filiz Almalı, owner of Misafir Evi in Kaya Köyü, has been working hard to make her boutique hotel sustainable. She grows as much produce as she can and the rest she buys from local sources. She even grows her own wheat to make traditional village bread. "This is a wonderful opportunity to put all the talking we have done into practice," she said. "We hope that residents of Fethiye will come and support us."
Ankara’s first organic bazaar offers diversity

Among the organic products sold in Ankara’s first orgenic bazaar, which opens every Sunday, are textiles including clothing for babies, wine, olive oil, sun protection cream, bread, toothpaste, dish detergent and deodorant.

Ankara’s first organic bazaar, which opens every Sunday in Ayrancı district, provides the opportunity to find many fully organic products that have escaped from the market image of being unaffordable, luxury items.

Organized by the Ankara’s Çankaya Municipality, the bazaar has been serving since June 29 and displays products including fresh fruit and vegetables, dry fruit, textiles including clothing for babies, wine, olive oil, soap, bread, spices, electronic radiation filter, sun protection cream, honey, toothpaste, egg, dish detergent and deodorant. The products are 100 percent natural, certified and do not contain any chemicals. The bazaar aims to encourage the consumption of organic products in the capital and establish a direct link between the consumer and the producer.

"Ankara needed and waited for such an initiative as there is demand and increasing interest for organic products," Gökçen Yücesoy, agriculture engineer and coordinator of the event, told Hurriyet Daily News & Economic Review.

"Organic products, known to be too expensive and luxury items, are marketed here with more moderate prices and non-frightening marketing method to a larger audience," she said, adding that the prices were even further reduced toward the evening, becoming more affordable for visitors.

Producers from all over Turkey including Bursa, Gaziantep, Kuşadası, İzmir, Bolu, Zonguldak, Nevşehir, Niğde, Bozcaada, Trabzon, Beypazarı, Gökçeada and Çanakkale find a chance to promote their products directly the consumer. Nearly 300 brand-organic products are displayed over 100 stands in the bazaar where 70 percent of the products are fresh and 70 percent of the participants are the producers themselves.

Bazaar escapes expensive image

The organizers also plan to enliven the event through some thematic informative and educational activities to raise awareness on the benefits of organic products, environment and healthy nutrition.

Among the providers were also many biologists, agriculture engineers, teachers and university students. A biologist who sells organic items said mostly families with children come to the bazaar. "Organic agriculture should be encouraged. If there is more demand, the prices will further reduce. We especially want to attract people with low income," Yücesoy said.

A producer from Gökçeada selling dairy products said there was an increasing interest in the bazaar and they encouraged returning products that were spoiled. "Prices could be relatively high but we are selling a healthy product," he said.

Production costs are higher in organic farming because of its labor-oriented methods. The markets and huge malls, which purchase and sell mass products at a lower cost, similarly harms the marketing of organic products, according to agriculture experts.

"I have been selling organic products for eight years but there is a significant awareness created in the last two years thanks to climate change, an increase in cancer cases and attention from the media," said agriculture engineer Mehtap Atasoy Yakar.

"Organic products, however, can’t find a place for themselves in the market because of the mass markets. Its producers are already small family-run enterprises and most of the products are spoiled in the cargo even before they reach the market," she said, adding that the bazaar served its original purpose as a mediator between the producers and consumers.

Prices have declined since the day the bazaar opened because of the increasingly diverse number of products and growing interested from visitors, according to organizers.

The price of one kilogram of tomatoes is YTL 2 while the banana is YTL 4. One liter of organic olive oil ranges from YTL 10 to 20 and bread is available for YTL 1.5 to 3.5.

The bazaar also offers ’organic tastes’ for those who wish to take a rest during shopping. It is possible to enjoy gözleme, a kind of pancake, made up of organic flour and oil olive accompanied by organic tea.

Source: www.hurriyetdailynews.com










