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 Energy and auto sectors lead economy 

The Turkish Petroleum Refineries Company, or Tüpraş, topped the list of Turkey's top 500 industrial companies once again in 2007, an Istanbul business organization revealed yesterday. 

  Just like the year before, Tüpraş, ranked first on the Istanbul Chamber of Industry, or ISO, 500 with YTL 18.45 billion net sales, while Ford Otomotiv ranked second with YTL 6.2 billion net sales, followed by Electricity Generation Co., or EÜAŞ, with YTL 4.6 billion net sales. The electricity firm was the highest-ranking public enterprise. These three industries lead the ISO 500 not only in net sales but also in exports. 

  The automotive sector left behind all other industries when it came to exports in 2007, according to research findings. The sector implemented exports worth $16.91 billion, which constitutes 31 percent of all exports implemented by companies included in the ISO 500. 

  The basic metal industry followed the automotive sector's success in exports. The sector, which grabbed the second spot, implemented exports worth $11.23 billion, which covers 20.6 percent of all the exports implemented by the ISO 500 firms. The metallic tools and equipment sector ranked third with $8.73 billion exports and had a 16 percent share in total exports. 

  The report indicated that the export volume of the top 500 companies rose 24 percent in 2007 compared to the 25.3 percent increase in Turkey's aggregate exports. Turkey's automotive sector constituted 15.9 percent of Turkey's aggregate exports last year. 

  Of the ISO 500 companies, 143 have foreign partners, while 19 of the top 50 companies have foreign partners, the ISO report reveals. These 19 companies constituted 31.7 percent of the exports of the top 500 companies last year. 

  ISO 500 companies constituted 9.3 percent of Turkey's GDP. The companies' collective share in added value declined to 25.5 percent in 2007 from the previous year's 51.2 percent. 

  “ISO 500 companies pay very high rates of the private consumption tax and value added tax. That is why their share in added value declined considerably,” ISO Chairman Tanıl Küçük told members of the press during the ISO 500 2007 report release meeting. 
Turkey to receive 495 million euro pre-accession EU aid 
Turkey will benefit from new European Union funds thanks to the implementation of a new mechanism allocating funds to countries that are candidates for membership in the bloc. A recent contract signed between Ankara and Brussels grants Turkey the first lot of financial assistance, amounting to 497 million euros, while the amount will rise to 781 million euros in the fifth lot. 

  New financial assistance under the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance, or IPA, including funds transferred from the EU's 2007-2013 budget, will be deployed through EU projects. Transitional period aid and institutional capacity development; regional and cross-border cooperation; regional development; human resource development; and rural development are the five main areas to be supported by the fund. 

  The first component aims at improving Turkish-EU civil society dialogue and facilitating adaptation to the Copenhagen political criteria and EU legislation. The regional development component allocates funds for infrastructure investment and for small and medium size enterprises, or KOBIs, in the environment and transportation sectors. The third and the fourth components prepare candidate countries for structural funds that are used by member countries. In the last component, the candidate country readies to join the funding mechanism through the Common Agricultural Policy, and human resource development aid supports job creation and fights discrimination in education and society. 

  The transitional period assistance and institutional capacity development project and the regional development project will get the greatest share of the donations, authorities said. 

  The new financial tool will also require new application units. The Ministry of Environment, Ministry of Transportation, Ministry of Industry and Trade, Ministry of Labor and Social Security, and Ministry of Agriculture are set to work to realize the new projects. 
Top 10 EU projects 

  The amount of EU funds that include ongoing projects has reached 1.6 billion euros. While regional and rural development are important targets for projects, the EU commission prepared a top 10 list of projects that includes many areas, ranging from preventing child labor to the restoration of historical structures. 

  However, questions of insufficient financial assistance to Turkey remain when the country is compared to other EU candidate countries. With 1.7 billion euros in assistance, Turkey was the country that received the lowest amount of aid during the 2002-2006 term. Poland took the largest amount with 15.3 billion euros, and Romania and Bulgaria followed it with 5.1 billion euro and 2.8 billion euro donations respectively during the same term. 

  The IPA is expected to improve the situation during the 2007-2009 term by allocating the largest amount for Turkey, officials said. While Serbia will get a 186.7 million euro donation, Croatia will take 138.5 million euros in the 2007-2009 term.

AKP deputy proposes arsenic water map to keep drinking waters clean 
A government deputy has suggested that the state waterworks authority create a map showing the levels of arsenic in groundwater in order to prevent further pollution of drinking water. 

  “Arsenic levels should be charted immediately and a data map of arsenic in groundwater should be created, as in the United States,” Justice and Development Party, or AKP, deputy professor Mustafa Öztürk said, describing his proposal for the State Waterworks Authority, or DSİ, in his article “Arsenic Level in Drinking Water and Its Effects on Health.” 

  Defining “purification” as a simple and economic way to clean up arsenic pollution in drinking water sources, Öztürk argued that it was not accurate to classify water in drinking water networks as “unfit for drinking.” 

  Discussions about the arsenic concentration of Turkey's water sources began when the city of İzmir's tap water exceeded the legal limit for arsenic levels. Emet and Eşme regions sound alarm about drinking water .  “Due to global warming, groundwater use has increased recently. Since water is drawn from wells above their capacity, the quality of the water decreases,” Öztürk said, drawing attention to the high number of legal and illegal wells in Turkey. 

Dirty water hits locals of Kırkağaç 

More than 800 people have checked into hospitals in the town of Kırkağaç in Manisa since Saturday night with complaints of vomiting and diarrhea.  A health official said the epidemic could have been caused by residue and mold in the town's drinking water pipeline, which has recently been renovated by the municipality. 
  None of the patients have life-threatening conditions, hospital officials said. 

  “The municipality should have informed the health institutions before doing such a renovation job,” Dr. Ziya Tay, Manisa's provincial health director, told the Doğan news agency. “We have collected water samples from different parts of Kırkağaç and sent them to Refik Saydam Hygiene Institute in Ankara,” he added. “We will continue according to the results we get from the institute.” 

   Kırkağaç local administrator Aykut Pekmez said the chlorine level in the town's drinking water was zero Saturday night. “This might have caused bacteria to grow in water and thus cause people get sick,” he said. “We chlorinated the water immediately that night and warned our residents.”

Building materials sector expects future growth
EU brings standardization 

  Turkey's accession process to the EU is improving standards in the industry and helping the sector to fight counterfeit products, noted Başbuğoğlu. 

  İMSAD has been a member of Council of European Producers of Materials for Construction, or CEPMC, since 2003 and recently also launched the EUBuild project together with Bulgaria and Romania, an undertaking which assists the construction industries in the three countries to adapt to EU standards and directives and share information. 

   “Perhaps the biggest advantage of the EU accession process for industry is that the market will get rid of counterfeit products, both in the domestic market and in terms of exports,” said Başbuğoğlu. İMSAD members have earlier come across counterfeit sanitary fixtures and ceramic tile products from China and the far east that on closer inspection did not fulfill the CE standards, Başbuğoğlu added. “We expect EU accession to strengthen standards in the sector,” she said. 

Environmental trend 

  The Turkish building materials sector consists of over 6,500 companies and 150 subsectors, and contributes 7 percent to total employment in Turkey. At present, Turkey is the largest producer of cement in Europe and the third largest producer of iron, steel and ceramics in Europe. 

  “Insulation materials are an industry that will experience notable growth in the future. This is because energy efficiency and environmental issues are gaining more importance on the global agenda,” concluded Başbuğoğlu. ,
Azerbaijan to build refinery in Turkey 

  The State Oil Company of Azerbaijan Republic, or SOCAR, which holds 51 percent of Turkish petrochemical company Petkim, along with Turkish Turcas and Saudi-based Injaz Projects, plans to build a refinery in Aliağa to provide raw material to Petkim. “Turkey delivers Azeri oil to the world and SOCAR's biggest investments are in Turkey,” SOCAR CEO Rövnag Abdullayev told the Anatolia news agency. 

Turkish offer of water to Greek Cyprus still stands

Turkey's offer to provide drinking water to Greek Cypriots in ethnically-divided Cyprus still stands, even though it has been publicly rejected, the Turkish Cypriot president said Saturday. 

     Turkish Cypriot President Mehmet Ali Talat said Turkey's Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan "made it very clear that Turkey is ready to help" to alleviate a water crisis afflicting the island, reported the Associated Press. 

  Talat told a news conference with Erdoğan that he has made the water offer to Greek Cypriot officials "on different channels." He said although they have publicly spurned the offer, "no official answer" has been given yet. 

  Greek Cypriot government spokesman Stefanos Stefanou said water diplomacy is not possible as long as the Cyprus issue remains unresolved. 

Pipeline to northern Cyprus 

  Turkey plans to supply drinking water to northern Cyprus via a pipeline running 110 kilometers between its coast and the Mediterranean island, Erdoğan had said Saturday. 

   Agence France-Presse reported Erdoğan as saying, "The project should be completed at the latest within three years, beginning in June next year," at a news conference in Nicosia alongside Talat. 

  "The [Turkish] government has given the necessary instructions to the Environment Ministry so the project can be finalized," he added. 

  The Turkish project involves a high-density polyethylene pipeline, with 80 of its 110-kilometer length running under the sea. It would be able to transport some 75 million cubic meters (2.65 billion cubic feet) of fresh water a year. 

  Talat said his administration had also offered to provide water to the Greek Cypriots in southern Cyprus, under a project called "water of peace." 
Global warming hits Caretta caretta 

Global warming has dealt a blow to the loggerhead sea turtle, or Caretta caretta, already on the verge of extinction and under the protection of international conventions. 

  One of the nesting and reproduction areas for Caretta carettas, the only member of the Caretta family of turtles, is Fethiye Beach. Scientists have determined that the number of loggerhead nests is on the decline due to global warming, leading to more females being born and disturbing the male-female ratio, reported the Doğan news agency. 

  Loogerhead turtles lay their eggs in the Fethiye, Yanıklar, Akgöl and Çalış beaches. The Agricultural Development Foundation is conducting a project to monitor and protect Caretta nesting grounds under the leadership of associate professor Çetin Ilgaz of Dokuz Eylül University, assistant professor Adem Özdemir of Adnan Menderes University and Christine Fellhofer of Vienna University. A group of students, 10 of whom are from Turkey and 21 from Vienna University, have accompanied the professors on the turtle watch since June 1. 

  The team will monitor sea turtles during the observation period between June 1 and Sept. 15. “At the end of the first week we will have 70 nests. We observe a fluctuation in the number of nests every three years here. Since 1993 we have conducted our studies and the scientific evaluations we have made prove that the Caretta Caretta population in Fethiye is decreasing. We even foresee that in 2015 the number of loggerhead nests will be around 50,” said Ilgaz.  

  










