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EU adopts blueprint for climate fight  

The European Union's executive adopted landmark proposals on Wednesday that will make the 27-nation bloc a world leader in the fight against climate change, but tradeoffs will include higher energy bills.

The European Commission approved detailed plans to cut planet-warming greenhouse gas emissions by one-fifth and set each EU state individual targets to produce one-fifth of all power from renewable sources like the wind and sun by 2020. Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso called the fiercely disputed package the right policy framework for transformation to an environment-friendly European economy and to continue to lead the international action to protect our planet.
Another goal was to ensure the bloc's energy security as remaining fossils fuels become concentrated among fewer nations. "We do not want to be dependent on regimes that are not our friends and want to protect ourselves from them," Barroso told the European Parliament in presenting the plan. 

Turkey to acquire missile technology  

Turkish Energy Minister Hilmi Güler said that this time around Ankara will not delay its rendezvous with the development of nuclear energy to meet long-term demand in this energy-scarce country. The Energy Ministry plans to issue a public tender for the construction of its first nuclear power plant some time in April, with the initial idea to build at least two nuclear reactors by 2015. 

The US has expressed support for Turkey's plans to develop nuclear energy while encouraging Ankara to become a member in an international partnership facilitating the worldwide expansion of nuclear energy in a safe manner. 

DEİK to talk clean energy with U.S. authorities 

The Foreign Economic Relations Board (DEİK) Turkish - U.S. Business Council (TAİK) will organize a conference on secure, economical and clean energy on Jan. 29-30 at the Istanbul Ritz Carlton Hotel. The Turkish and American Ministries of Energy and Natural Resources are sponsoring the “Clean Energy Conference,” organized jointly with the American Turkish Council (ATC) and TUBİTAK. 

The solution to Istanbul’s water issue: Processed sea water

Tevfik Göksu, Deputy Manager of Investment Department of Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, has announced that the sea water is going to be processed and used in the city. He indicated that as soon as the treatment plant, which has been put out to tender, is built up, 1 million 520 thousand cubic meter water will be treated.

Water scarcity in Sivas Iron-Steel Enterprise

It is announced that production in the Sivas Iron-Steel Enterprise, which is managed by the Savings Deposit Insurance Fund, has nearly come to an end due to the decrease of flow at the water source where the water for the factory is provided.

NGOs are going to advise the MPs

A joint work group that enables Non-Governmental Organizations to give advises on various issues, is formed in the Turkish Grand National Assembly. Majority of the political parties support this initiative. The issues include, women’s rights, children, health and environment with a focus on global climate change. 

Power Plants are being built after the rise in the electricity prices

The rise in the electricity prices made the industrialists built a power plant.  Usak Organised Industry District is building a 20 megawatt natural gas conversion power plant with a 20 million dollars worth of investment. They’re planning to distribute the electricity they produce 10% lower than the price designated by the Turkish Electricity Distribution Joint Stock Company (TEDAŞ) . The project is to be completed till the end of 2008.

A natural source, Ergene River, is being wiped out

At the industrial area of Çorlu, Muratlı, Lüleburgaz where nearly 500 thousand industrial establishments are active, 5 million cubic meter underground water is consumed for good. Besides, the waste disposed is threatening the life around especially the Ergene River.

Marmaris to raise voice against animal killings 

A group of animal lovers, mostly foreign residents, will hold a protest march Saturday in Marmaris in the Muğla provice to protest animal killings in the region. 

Many stray cats and dogs, as well as chickens and birds, have been poisoned in the last one-and-half months. Those responsible for distributing the poisoned food remain unidentified. A 40-person animal lovers group that includes Turkish, English, Irish and Dutch volunteers has organized a petition and a protest march to make their voices heard to the municipality. 

Meanwhile, a similar case is unfolding in the Göltürkbükü town in Bodrum. Head of the Animal Rights Association Füsun Uslu called on authorities to take action and declared the dog killings as massacre. 

Yatağan thermal power plant waste to aid heating 

A new project is underway to use the steam that goes to waste from the Yatağan thermal power plant, a byproduct of electricity production, for heating Yatağan and Muğla. 

This project, which will be completed in two-and-half years, aims to help heat 16,500 houses and will become a model for similar plans in the rest of Turkey. The cost of heating using this steam will be six times cheaper than using coal, thus contributing to the fight against air pollution in Yatağan. The chimney gas handling facilities of Yatağan thermal power plant started operating in 2007 and since then the pollution caused by the power plant has been drastically reduced, said Nuri Şerifoğlu, general manager of Yeniköy Yatağan Electric Production A.Ş. (YEAŞ). He added that authorities from the Polish ALSTOM company came to Muğla to provide information about the environment friendly systems used in Poland. 

This project was announced mid-week at the “Regional Heating Meeting,” held with the participation of Yeniköy Yatağan Electric Production A.Ş.(YEAŞ), state-run Electric Production A.Ş. (EÜAŞ), the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK), Yıldız Technical University and the Electrical Power Resources Survey and Development Administration (EİE). 
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