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G20 backs climate fight, argues over industry caps  

The world’s top greenhouse gas polluters tried to work out ways to curb carbon emissions from industries and fund cleaner energy projects for poorer nations at the meeting in Japan.

G20 nations ranging from top carbon emitters the US and China to big developing economies Brazil, Indonesia and South Africa held three days of talks near Tokyo to discuss ways to tackle rapidly rising emissions. It’s not so much these two groups are at loggerheads with each other, they are also thinking of how they can cooperate collectively, Halldor Thorgeirsson of the UN Climate Change Secretariat told Reuters. The developing world is demanding rich states do more to curb their own emissions and help poorer countries pay for clean technology. 

The group of 20, backed UN-led efforts to forge a global pact to fight climate change but disagreed on a sectoral approach to curb emissions from industry. The G20 countries emit about 80 percent of mankind’s greenhouse gases.

The deal must be agreed by the end of 2009 to replace the Kyoto Protocol and is aimed at fighting more intense droughts, rising seas and crop failures. “If the G20 meeting could agree on the 2020 emission reductions range for the group of industrialized countries as a whole, that would really help the process move forward,” de Boer said. 

At a meeting in Vienna last August, rich nations agreed to consider emissions cuts of 25 to 40 percent below 1990 levels as a non-binding starting point for their work on the global pact to extend the Kyoto Protocol beyond 2012.

EU reaffirms climate change plan 

EU leaders set an end-of-year deadline  by which to complete the drafting of new rules to implement carbon emissions cuts across the 27-nation bloc. 

The leaders also moved to reassure investors and businesses that Europe's economy can weather the financial storm, adding that the blocs euro currency can withstand "undesirable volatility and disorderly movements of exchange rates." Officials and diplomats have just started drafting EU laws to ensure the blocs plan to cut carbon emissions by 20 percent from 1990 levels by 2020 are properly implemented. 

EU to consider tax breaks for green products  

European Union leaders agreed on Friday to consider at the request of Britain and France how sales tax breaks for environmentally friendly products could help fight global warming, a British official said.

The leaders added a clause to their summit declaration inviting the European Commission  to examine how Value Added Tax can play a positive role in combating climate change , even though Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso made clear on Thursday he did not favour the idea and there was no consensus. “It’s a polite way of saying ‘No’,” an EU diplomat said, noting that all EU tax decisions have to be taken by unanimity. “It’s a way of saving face on both sides.” 

Turkey, Iraq, Syria to initiate water talks 

Turkey, Syria and Iraq have decided to bury the hatchet over water issues and cooperate by establishing a water institute that will consist of 18 water experts from each country to work toward the solution of water-related problems among the three. 

This institute will conduct its studies at the facilities of Turkey's Atatürk Dam, the biggest in the country, and plans to develop projects for the fair and effective use of trans-border water resources. This rapprochement among the three countries has led to acceleration of the construction of the Ilısu and Asi dams. Until several years ago, international strategists would argue that a war over water resources would inevitably erupt in the Middle East. But the recent agreement among Turkey, Syria and Iraq seems to discredit this thesis. Turkey had hinted at changing its water policy during the World Water Congress, held in Antalya in March 2007. Turkey adopted a fair share model for the surface waters that leave its borders and suggested that the problems it had with Syria, Iraq, Iran, Bulgaria, Georgia and Greece over water management should be solved through bilateral talks. Turkey had made clear at the time that it did not want third parties to get involved in the settlement of water issues.

Turkey, Syria and Iraq will send public officials and university professors who are experts in water issues to the institute, and the experts are expected to start arriving later this month.

Germans eye Turkey's booming energy sector 

A group of German businessmen in Turkey expressed willingness yesterday to invest in the country's energy market amid a growing demand for energy. 

Turkey's Energy Minister Hilmi Güler met German investors at the German Embassy in Ankara as part of an ongoing mechanism for direct discussions on the development of the Turkish energy market and the qualities of German companies specializing in the energy technology sector. 

The two sides agreed to designate an action plan for the short, medium and long term and establish working groups to sustain energy efficiency, Cuntz said, adding that the issue will come up again at the Turkish-German Business Council meeting slated for April 24. 

German companies are well known for environmentally friendly technologies, upgrading power plants and alternative energy sources. German banks are also ready to finance Turkey's future energy efficiency projects, Cuntz said. 

Mersin locals have fish farm nightmares 

A recent project by the Agriculture Ministry to allow the establishment of fish farms on Mersin's shores has caused uneasiness in the region. 

Local residents of the Mediterranean city of Mersin have started a petition campaign against the project, citing the pollution caused by the fish farms in the Bodrum region as the reason for their opposition. 

The project, revealed at a meeting that was closed to the public and attended only by regional governmental officials, foresees that the planned fish farms will be built in the area from Tisan-Dana Island to the Anamur-Ören coasts, famous for their natural beauties. According to the plan over 250 fish farms will be built in eight locations. 

The plan has created distress among locals in Mersin. Nongovernmental organizations consider the plan as “suicide” for the city that has become Turkey's window opening to the world since the operation of Mersin Port in 1962.  

Almost anyone can get a mining permit 

Vast expanses of land in the Aegean provinces of Muğla and Aydın have been opened to mining activities after as many as 1,216 organizations in both cities were reportedly granted mineral exploration permits. 

The organizations received their permits through Article 16 of Forestry Law no. 6831 and Mining Law no. 5177, according to information obtained from Muğla's forestry district office. Mineral exploration activity is carried out on 2,181 hectares of land and mainly focuses on aluminum, chromium, coal, feldspar, flagstone, limestone, manganese, marble, mica and quartzite. 

A million beehives 

Muğla Beekeepers Association (MAYBİR) Chairman Ziya Şahin is still worried. “Around 800 pine trees have been cut to open a mid-sized mining pit. Dust and waste from the mining sites also harm the pine trees," he said, noting that Muğla produces 30 percent of Turkey's honey harvest and 80 percent of pine honey. "Beekeepers are on the edge of an economic crisis due to aridity and cutting down of pine trees. There are around one million beehives in Muğla. Bees in 40 percent of the hives have died in masses this winter. Last, year we had little or no pine honey," Şahin said.

Drawing a noise map of İzmir 

A study of noise sources is underway in the city of İzmir, a candidate to host EXPO 2015. The project will prepare noise maps of cities and is part of a European Union matching project, of which İzmir was designated the pilot city. It aims to find solutions to remove sources of noise pollution and is in accordance with EU adjustment laws. 

Studies began in five pilot regions on March 6, 2006, their prior goal being to draw a noise map of the city, said Doctor Volker Irmer, explaining the project's “settled matching advisor.” With these noise maps, they will create a detailed action plan to solve the current noise problem. The project will focus mainly on the housing developments, schools and hospitals most exposed to noise. Üçyol in İnönü Street was chosen as a center for the İzmir project, which was completed in 23 streets in a one-kilometer area. 

F1 teams to use eco-friendly cars 

Formula One teams will start using hybrid technology in 2009 to help the automotive industry build more energy efficient and environmentally friendly cars.Max Mosley, the president of world motor racing federation FIA, said yesterday that F1 will introduce a new kinetic energy recovery system in engines in two years, which is meant to lead to better energy use in regular vehicles."This hybrid device is set to revolutionize Formula One," Mosley said at the Geneva Motor Show. "It will make the sport at once more environmentally friendly, road relevant, and at the cutting edge of future automotive technology."The energy recovery system, called KERS, will mean a reduction in carbon dioxide emissions without affecting performance, he said." 
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