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Prominent Turkish artists to protect Castabala

A plan to construct a cement factory on the site of the ancient Roman city of Castabala is causing increasing public consternation in the southern city of Osmaniye. 

  Protestors are determined to start a petition in the upcoming days to thwart the construction plan. Prominent Turkish writer Yaşar Kemal is expected to be the first person to sign the petition. 

  The planned construction site for the cement factory is 400 meters away from the ancient theater of Castabala, five kilometers away from Kırmıtlı Bird Paradise -- an area that numerous types of birds of passage visit each year and 15 kilometers away from Turkey's first open air museum, Karatepe.  

  Construction activity has not yet started on the ancient site, but members of the local bar association and the chamber of architects in Adana province, of which Osmaniye used to be a part, have applied to court to have the project canceled. Heads of neighboring villages have also signed the lawsuit filed with the court. 

  Prominent Turkish actors Tarık Akan and Rutkay Aziz are also expected to sign the -petition along with Kemal.  

  If constructed the cement factory is expected to produce 2 million tons of cement per year, which would cause disastrous damage not only to the ancient fabric of the area but also to nature. However, for the company that plans to construct the factory, concerns by protesters are irrelevant and groundless. The company announced a few months ago that it had obtained permission from 19 ministries and an Environmental Impact Report, or ÇED, that supported the construction of the cement factory. 
  First geopark of Turkey to be funded by EU

103,800 euro has been donated by the EU Civil Society Dialogue to build a geo-park, in the Kula-Salihli district of Manisa where 26,000-year-old human footprints have been found and 68 volcanic vents are in existence.  

  A geo-park is an area encompassing one or more sites of scientific importance, not only for geological reasons but also by virtue of its archaeological, ecological or cultural value. 

  Kula Mayor, Halil Gülcü, who is leading work on the geo-park project, said: “When the project supported by the university has been completed, the first geo-park of Turkey will have been founded in Manisa.”   

  The 26,000-year-old foot prints in the Kula Volcanic Area are now on the agenda of the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization, or UNESCO, thanks to the project. 

  “It's expected that UNESCO will register the project when the footprints existing near Sindel Village are taken under protection. We will apply to UNESCO for the registration of protection as part of our project after we have completed the geo-park. Our goal is to make the public aware of geo-parks on the domestic, national and international level and to contribute to transferring these kinds of formations to future generations, accepting them as world heritage sites. We will attempt to be a member of the European Geopark Network with the strategies and actions to be taken at the end of the project,” Gülcü stated.

Abant faces the risk of drought in ten years

Popular Abant Lake, in the northwestern province of Bolu, risks being completely filled in with stones and earth within 10 years. 

  “The Abant Lake Natural Park is in danger due to the crowds visiting and the erosion that pushes the land into the lake,” said Beşir Yüksel, an academic at Düzce University. 

  Yüksel is carrying out research in collaboration with Environment and Forestry Ministry engineers and ministry officials. “The juniper, pine and fir trees inside the park will not be able to survive if no measure is taken,” said Yüksel. 

  Damage from crowds of visitors is not the only problem the lake faces. An extended drought is also threatening the park. “There has been 30 percent extra evaporation in the lake each year since 2005,” said Yüksel, claiming that the extra evaporation would eventually kill the plants. 

  According to Yüksel there is, however, a solution. “There should be a serious master plan. The people's entrance into the forest should be planned. The goats and cattle are free to roam inside the forest, but people enter the forest from anywhere and their trekking harms the land and plants in the forest and leads to erosion,” said Yüksel. 

  He added that the roots of plants in the forest, which should be at least 30 centimeters underground, are currently completely above ground. Yüksel claimed that the entrance of animals and people to at-risk places in the park should be forbidden. 

Istanbul Municipality's water quandary
In 2007, the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, failing to launch a campaign of its own despite the alarming water level in reservoirs, since that winter has supported another campaign launched by the TEMA Foundation. The campaign, with the slogan “Don't waste your water,” offered six simple pieces of advice, and a total of 18 million tons of water in the period July to September was saved.

  However, at the onset of last winter, it was forgotten again. For the record, 18 million tons of water amounts to the water transferred from the Elmalı Dam to Istanbul in a year. 

  Finally, we spent the entire winter hearing extremely inconsistent propaganda regarding a palliative solution in which water at the Melen Creek would be transferred to Istanbul. In the end, we were late again for a serious campaign to save water. This time, the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality, not with the TEMA foundation but with the “Water Foundation,” ran a campaign called “Awareness of Water Consumption.” When is it?  Between Aug. 3 and 31, as the city is deserted for summer! 

New fish population of Mediterranean
The state of the world's oceans is alarming. Natural balances have been damaged, numerous species have been dying out, illegal fishing and the dumping of chemical waste have caused a variety of marine life to vanish altogether, and scientists claim certain fish and shellfish are a threat to human health due to excessive levels of mercury. 

  In response, an academic at Istanbul Bilgi University launched two campaigns, “The Mediterranean the Sad” and “Global Warming,”  a few years ago to attract attention to the tragic end that may await the Mediterranean Sea. 

  After these projects received great interest from around the world, Ethem Özgüven, who teaches in the university's television reporting and programming department, has launched another campaign, called “The Mediterranean is Crying.”   

  With the cooperation of local and international volunteers, attention-grabbing graphic designs and booklets have been prepared and documentary films have been shot, all with intention of making the campaign an internationally recognized one.

   Özgüven noted that the Mediterranean Sea has faced serious levels of pollution in recent years caused by waste from more than 20 countries, including those in the Black Sea region, flowing into it. “These wastes have constantly been increasing, which damages natural balances. If the Mediterranean dies, then the land dies,” he said.

Thirty-two nuclear protesters detained in northern Turkey

Turkish police detained Saturday 32 protesters, including 29 foreigners and three Turks, in the northern province of Sinop, during a peaceful protest against plans to build a nuclear power plant near a Black Sea port city. The protesters posed on the ground as dead bodies to warn people about what they consider the dangers of nuclear power plants. 

  Police broke up the protest in front of the governor's office and took the protesters to a police station, claiming the protest was not authorized. 

  Niklas Hartmann, of environmental group European Youth for Action, told the Associated Press that the police broke up the protest in front of the governor's office and "forcibly took" the protesters to a police station. 

  Hartmann said by telephone from Sinop that the detained included at least two American citizens and several German and French ones, along with other European nationals. 

The group has been camping near Sinop since Aug. 9. 

  "The Turkish state seems to be very afraid of their citizens learning how dangerous nuclear power is. That is why authorities do not tolerate any protest," Hartmann also said in a statement, daily Hürriyet reported yesterday. "We are seriously concerned about the denial of freedom of speech in Turkey," read the statement. 

  Turkey has announced plans to build a nuclear plant near Sinop after the construction of its first nuclear power plant near the Mediterranean port city of Mersin.
Fish farms under fire with pollution claims
Fish farms are being blamed for polluting the Güllük bay of Muğla and driving away tourists in one of the most important tourist centers in Turkey. Also, observers report that pollution caused by fish farms is, in fact, killing fish. At the same time cows, rather than paying tourists, are seen wading into the bay from nearby farms. Further, the bay area has turned into small cesspools after wire cages, cans and fishing nets have been discarded in the sea. Today, because of this pollution, yachts from the Blue Cruise line have to turn back before entering the bays and tourists no longer swim in the bays, reports the Doğan news agency. 

  Currently, a controversial plan, proposed in the Environmental Evaluation Report (ÇED), calls for the fish farms to be relocated along the coast.

  However, Ayhan Karahan, Spokesman for the Citizen Initiative and Patriotic Front, is among those seeking to prevent this move. “The bays, where tourists once swam and boats anchored, have been turned into cesspools,” said Karahan. “Thousands of fish continue to die in the coves. Next week we are going to collect evidence in the presence of a Notary and sue to stop the new plan by the Ministry to move the farms.” 

Karahan notes that more than 130 fish farms, established 10 years ago along the seaside between Akbük town in Didim district of Aydın and Kıyıkışlak village in Milas district of Muğla, have turned the once-glamorous coves of Güllük Bay into unused and polluted areas.

Turkey fails in environmental protection

Chamber of Environmental Engineers, or ÇMO, and Forestry Ministry could not agree on Turkey's environmental sensitivity. Following Forestry Minister Veysel Eroğlu's response to Republican People's Party,or CHP, deputy Fevzi Topuz's motion to censure, ÇMO president Yılmaz Kilim chided the ministry speaking to daily Milliyet on Sunday. Kilim, blamed the ministry for using outdated data. 

  While most waste treatment plant projects are still under construction, the ministry claimed that the majority of waste is disposed of properly by citing a Turkish Statistical Institute's, or TÜİK, 2004 waste report. 

Could $100 oil turn dumps into plastic mines?
Sparked by surging oil, a dramatic rise in the value of old plastic is encouraging waste companies across the world to dig for buried riches in rotting rubbish dumps.

  Long a symbol of humanity's throw-away culture, existing landfill sites are now being viewed as mines of potential which as the world population grows could also help bolster the planet's dwindling natural resources.

  "By 2020 we might have nine billion people on the planet, we could have a very big middle class driving millions more cars, and we could be in a really resource-hungry world with the oil price climbing and a supply situation in Libya, Russia and Saudi where natural gas is limited," said Peter Jones, one of Britain's leading experts on waste management.

  "It is those drivers, those conditions, which will encourage the possibility of landfill mining."
Izmir chooses arsenic instead of water shortage
İzmir's reservoirs, which were closed in June due to the high level of the arsenic water, were opened again yesterday as a result of tapwater shortages. 

  Though İzmir Mayor Aziz Kocaoğlu warned citizens not to drink the tap water or use it while cooking, the danger of running out of water led İzmir to reopen the reservoirs despite ongoing concerns about arsenic. The arsenic level, which should be 10 micrograms per liter of was found to be 59 micrograms per liter in the Göksu water reservoir and 32 micrograms per liter in the Sarıkız water reservoir. 

  The municipality, after closing the reservoirs located in the Manisa Muradiye due to the high level of arsenic, started filling the city's water needs from the Tahtalı dam in June. 

  By August, the abnormally high level of arsenic in İzmir's water, especially in the Çiğli, Karşıyaka and Bornova districts, had returned to an acceptable level as a result of the distribution of clean water around the city. However, the water level in Tahtalı dam has decreased to less than 7 percent due to the 24-hour functioning of the three pumps. When the pumps were destroyed because of difficulty in taking the water from the bottom of the dam, water shortages started to occur in İzmir. 

  The shortages have frustrated the citizens in the Balçova, Konak and Buca districts of İzmir, and warnings have been issued regarding possible contagious diseases that may result from the water shortage. 

  The mayor explain the municipality's critical decision in a press conference Monday, reported the Doğan news agency. “Pumps are destroyed in Tahtalı dam due to the water decrease. We had to make water shortages. We are sad to see that citizens are out of water. So finally, due to the heavy demand from the citizens, we again opened the Sarıkız and Göksu reservoirs. The water we will distribute until the purifications are completed will again increase the arsenic level. But we don't want citizens of İzmir to be experiencing a water shortage in these very hot days,” he said. 

  Kocaoğlu added that by Tuesday they planned to warn the citizens through announcements on water bills and through the media. 

Rift between environmentalists and state widens
A press conference showing solidarity between environmental organizations was held yesterday at a time when tension between environmentalists and government has been on the rise. The organizations were offering support for a peaceful protest in the northern town of Sinop organized by the Sinop Nuclear-free City and Life Association, or SINYAD, that was shut down by police on Saturday.

  The struggles of this local initiative drew the attentions of both national organizations like Ecological Utopias Association, or Ecotopia, and international ones like European Youth for Action, or EYFA, who held a joint press conference in Istanbul yesterday. 

  During the press conference, Shannon Stephens of EYFA offered solidarity with SINYAD and all other organizations that “request EYFA's assistance.” She told reporters that nuclear energy was “not a green solution, not a carbon safe solution, and it will not make Turkey energy secure,” adding that Turkey should instead invest in alternative energy. 

  Stephens objected to the prime minister's recent comments about environmentalists, in which he mocked them and claimed to be more environmentally-conscience, telling reporters, “If we seem like we have nothing else to do, it only shows our commitment to the cause and that we are giving up our free time for it.”

İzmir to have its own water council
İzmir Metropolitan Mayor, Aziz Kocaoğlu, announced the establishment of a “water council” that will work to find solutions to the water problems in the region, especially addressing the water shortage problem by finding alternative water sources. Lead by Aziz Kocaoğlu, an assembly meeting was held in İzmir Metropolitan Municipality. Kocaoğlu expressed that the work related to İzmir's tap water will be conducted in collaboration with scientists and non-governmental organizations. 

  Stating that they want to improve the scope of the work, Aziz Kocaoğlu said; “We want to share ideas with the science world and the public on a larger scale. We will establish a council with the participation of scientists from the universities, representatives from non-governmental organizations and our assembly. This council will endeavor to find solutions for the high arsenic level in water and to form new water resources.”











