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UK urged to fund climate project
The UK government has been urged to fund the next stage of a major European programme to monitor the effects of global climate change from space. 

The trade body UKspace made the call ahead of a key ministerial meeting. 

Britain entered Kopernikus, the world's biggest environmental monitoring project, at a quarter of the funding level preferred by industry. 

UK companies are understood to have lost out on lucrative contracts as a result. 

The programme will combine data from state-of-the-art satellites and hundreds of other sources to provide an accurate understanding of the land, oceans and atmosphere. 

Short-changed 

Data from the long-term monitoring project - originally named Global Monitoring for Environment and Security (GMES) - will inform policy-makers and help set the pace for climate change adaptation. 

UKspace said £130m over nine years would be needed to ensure the UK played a significant role alongside its European partners. 

Richard Peckham, the UKspace chairman, and business development director at EADS-Astrium in the UK, said: "This is a crucial programme. At the last ministerial [meeting], the UK didn't really play the sort of role we would have expected. 

"Verbally, the UK has taken a lead on environment and climate. But when it came to the last ministerial, we stepped short of the mark." 

Then, the UK contributed just £11m for the entire first segment, or phase, of Kopernikus (the new name for GMES). This amounted to just 4.5% of the share of the cost of the programme based on the size of UK's gross domestic product (GDP); whereas industry expected Britain to pull its full economic weight and participate at around 17%. 

Sources told the BBC that officials within the Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra), which is leading the UK's participation, may not originally have recognised the programme's significance. 

The European Space Agency's (Esa) rules of "juste retour" ensure the work which returns to a member state reflects the financial contribution they make to a programme. 

Space race 
Astrium UK, headquartered in Stevenage, is understood to have positioned itself as prime contractor to build the system's first satellite - called Sentinel-1. Because of the UK's low level of funding, Astrium lost the contract, worth 229m euros, to rival Thales Alenia Space. 
Under the contracts, companies also build a second, replica satellite. 

"This is part of a global initiative to look at what's happening to the Earth," said John Auburn, a past chair of UKspace, and business development director at the Vega Group. 

He added: "Hopefully the UK will go in at GDP level for the remainder of the programme, which is good for industry and academia. 

"So far [the programme] is over-returned, so most countries have put in more money than is required. It's only the UK that has been under-returned." 

But Colin Challen MP, chair of the all party parliamentary group on climate change, sounded a positive note. 

Speaking at the International Astronautical Congress (IAC) in Glasgow, he said: "I think the government will be supporting it fully. A decision will be made in just a few weeks' time. 

"But I think it's a bit disturbing if we think we can in any way at all freeload on the science. I don't think that's the general approach in Britain." 

Turkey needs no tension but EU move, says Aydın Doğan
Turkey should end its internal fighting and mobilize all its energy to realize its goal of European Union membership, said Doğan Holding Board Chairman Aydın Doğan in remarks published yesterday seeking to clarify his views in an on-going skirmish with the country's prime minister. 

  “Turkey does not need tension. We need to dedicate all our power and energy to the reforms that will bring full membership to the European Union,” Doğan said in a letter sent to Hüseyin Gülerce, a columnist for daily Zaman, and published in Friday's edition of the newspaper. 

  In recent weeks, Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan has harshly criticized Doğan and the media group he heads for reporting on corruption allegations – and subsequent convictions -- in the case of Lighthouse e.V. in Germany. The case involves a German-based charity found to be sending funds illegally through intermediaries to Turkey and German prosecutors have alleged some of the money may have found its way to the prime ministry. 

  In a series of attacks, the premier called on his deputies and supporters to boycott all Doğan Group media critical of the government. He also argued the reason for the extensive reporting was the government's refusal to give certain privileges to Doğan Holding. Doğan has repeatedly rejected the PM's claims. 

  The latest twist in the ongoing skırmish came after the columnist in Zaman, a newspaper regarded as close to the ruling Justice and Development Party, listed a litany of alleged Doğan business irregularities. In a point-by-point response to Gülerce, Doğan said it is the duty of the news media to publish and broadcast the news about the Lighthouse case and that all the fighting was created by Erdoğan, not the Doğan group. 

  “All our statements are limited to responding to the allegations and threats by Mr. Prime Minister and are defensive,” he said. “The fact that the corruption case was proved through the decision of the German court to convict the defendants, proves that all the allegations against our group for these publications and broadcasts are false and unfair.” 

Emphasizing the importance of the implementation of the EU reforms, Doğan said Turkey needs a reconciliation environment in which to carry out EU reforms and that internal conflicts harm the EU process.

  He said the Doğan group previously extended great support to the government in this direction until 2005 when the accession negotiations started, but upon the commencement of negotiations at the end of 2005, the government lost its enthusiasm for them.

  “The reconciliation environment required for the EU reforms are disappearing and Turkey is losing its perspective, since all these discussions became prevalent after Mr. Prime Minister pulled the trigger and the tension rose. The prime minister's conflict and tension strategy which targets us has unfortunately harmed the EU process at most,” he said.

  Doğan said he believed that when Turkey reached full membership in the EU, the controversial issues of the government and media, as well as media and trade, that form the basis of current controversies would be off the agenda, because “…In a country where the EU rules and standards prevail, governments will lose their power to define the conditions of economy and the market economy will run in line with actual competition conditions and be based on a fair platform on which the public authority behaves equally to all actors in the market,” he said, adding that the Doğan Group is ready to fulfill all existing EU criteria for media and in other fields.

Smooth transition to optimism on EU bid
Discriminatory, conservative, exploiter: These were the initial connotations of "Europe" for a group of university students that recently gathered in Turkey's holiday resort in the Mediterranean --Antalya. The European Union fared no better in the students' descriptions: organized exploitation, religious union, union of interests and a group of nations against Turkey. 

  These opinions were given by the youth last Thursday as they discussed the EU and its future prior to the prestigious Bosphorus Meeting planned for next month in Istanbul. The negative mood that prevailed in the small room in Antalya was a reflection of the current trend in Turkey, a country where support for joining the 27-nation bloc has dropped drastically throughout the years. 

  EU policies toward Turkey and negative messages coming from European leaders can both be blamed, but the situation in Antalya is paradoxical considering the city is one of the few in Turkey that is highly open to the outside � especially European � world. 

  Antalya is densely populated by European and Russian tourists at the peak of every tourism season. Tourism raises the amount of foreign currency in Turkey, contributes to the country's national income and facilitates interaction between locals and foreigners, many of who are permanently settled in the city. 

  There is no doubt that political rhetoric and the political nature of the technical negotiations between Turkey and the EU directly influence public opinion. Some students also argued the media played a role because negative headlines carrying controversial statements from Turkey's vocal opponents in the EU frequently make the news instead of the positive messages from Turkey friends. 

  Who makes the news in Turkey? French leader Nicolas Sarkozy, who fiercely opposes Turkish membership in the EU and argues Turkey does not belong in Europe, or let's say Britain's Foreign Secretary David Miliband, who says Turkey must be a part of the club? 
Self-criticism 

  Citing declining support among Turks for the EU membership bid, experts often suggest Turkey will not join the EU tomorrow and the current political leadership in Europe will change by the time Turkey becomes a member. It is true that Sarkozy is notorious for his opposition to Ankara's bid, but the previous leadership was in favor. German Chancellor Angela Merkel's Christian Democratic Union proposes privileged partnership for Turkey, something that falls short of full membership, but the previous Social Democratic Party government led by Gerhard Schroeder strongly supported Turkish aspirations. 

  The youth also engaged in self-reflection regarding the reason behind misperceptions common among Europeans, openly faulting the fact that Turkey was consistently brought to the world agenda over "domestic conflicts," "poverty," "lack of freedoms" "and terrorism." 

  "Turkey is always associated with negative news in the forefront of the world media," said one of the students. 

  "Europeans judge Turks by looking at the Turkish population in Germany, for example. If I were them, I would not want the Turks either," argued another. 

  As discussions got deeper and deeper among the students in the following hours, a gradual transition from blind pessimism to optimism was apparent, with democracy, freedoms and welfare replacing exploitation, discrimination and opposition to Turkey. This clearly indicates what is really missing from this long journey: public debate. 
Companies 'need green directors'
That was the message from Valli Moosa, president of the International Union for the Conservation of Nature, opening the World Conservation Congress. 

The former South African minister said all companies should have directors with environmental experience. 

The 10-day IUCN congress in Barcelona will debate global environmental problems and potential solutions. 

The organisation numbers almost all the world's governments, environment groups and business representatives among its members. 
'Immoral markets' 

Mr Moosa spoke frankly about his view that unfettered markets and businesses are largely responsible for the world's current environmental ills. 

"Leading entrepreneurs and markets have certainly contributed to the growth of the global economy; yet while individuals may be moral, markets are not," he told delegates. 

"The damage industries and commerce do to people and the environment is real, it is considerable, and it is unacceptable." 

But, he added, it was also unnecessary. 
Businesses had a short-term interest in saving money through saving energy, and every boss had a different kind of interest in leaving the world an environmentally sound place for their children. 

Every business, he said, should include at least one non-executive director with a working knowledge of environmental issues, just as they should include someone with a working knowledge of accountancy. 

But while business practices must change, said Mr Moosa, governments too had a key role in bringing about change if our global society was to switch to a more sustainable path. 

One vital task was to reach a binding deal on constraining greenhouse gas emissions, he said - a task that looks more difficult now that eastern European countries are challenging EU moves to cut emissions and deploy renewable energy, and with a report out last week suggesting that emissions globally are rising faster than ever. 
Shrinking sceptics 

The congress, which marks IUCN's 60th anniversary, takes place against the backdrop of increasing evidence that almost all global environmental indicators point downwards. 

This was the picture starkly painted by the United Nations Environment Programme (Unep) last year in its five-yearly Global Environmental Outlook. 

The report concluded that the current high rate of species loss, climate change, deforestation, overfishing, desertification and pollution, coupled with population growth, meant that future generations would inhabit a less healthy planet. 

Tamas Marghescu, IUCN's director for Europe, agreed with the diagnosis. 

"The potential area for nature and biodiversity is disappearing, the foundation of our sustainable life is disappearing," he told BBC News. 

"So my conclusion is that the world is not going in a sustainable direction, and we need a new paradigm of sustainability." 

He suggested that part of the solution could lie in adequately valuing the services that natural resources perform for humanity, such as processing out waste, regulating the Earth's temperature and providing fresh water. 

Just as the Stern Review outlined the economic costs of not mitigating climate change, a major exercise under the aegis of the European Commission is attempting to quantify the costs of not stemming the loss of species, estimated to be running at between 100 and 1,000 times the natural rate. 

Mr Moosa suggested that the number of people and institutions sceptical of humanity's role in environmental decline was shrinking. 

Within the last two years, he related, the World Economic Forum had signalled its concern on climate change, and the US Pentagon warned that consequences of global warming would include the spread of disease, harsher storms and environmental refugees. 

"It seems as though the former sceptics are mainstreaming what we have always known," he said. 

Recent rainfall has no impact on İzmir dams
Recent rainfall did not improve the water levels in dams in İzmir, which has been experiencing a water shortage recently. The water level in the Tahtalı Dam remains severely lower compared to the same period last year. 

  Officials from the second division of the State Waterworks Authority, or DSI, made a statement to the press saying the brief rainfall in İzmir had not had the desired effect because in order for the dams to fill there must be continuous rainfall. The forecast of rain for the coming weekend has, however, provided some hope. 

  According to DSI data, the amount of water in the Tahtalı Dam, which has a total capacity of 306.5 million cubic meters, decreased to only 39 million cubic meters as of Sept. 15. This was a 45 percent decrease from last year

Other dams in İzmir 

  While Balçova Dam can hold 700.8 million cubic meters of drinking water, only 600,000 cubic meters of drinking water remain, which represents 8 percent of the total capacity. The water level decreased 1.2 percent compared to last year. 

  The water level in Ürkmez Dam, which has a capacity of 7 million cubic meters, was 1.1 million cubic meters last year; yet Sept. 15 found the level to have decreased 0.4 percent from last year, leaving only 500,000 cubic meters of water in the dam, 7 percent of the total capacity. 

  The Alaçatı Dam can hold up to 16.5 million cubic meters, but an assessment Sept. 15 found water levels to be at just 2.2 million cubic meters, representing only 13 percent of the total capacity. 

Turbines 'no risk to farm birds'

A team of UK scientists said their research showed that building new wind farms on European farmland would not adversely affect bird populations. 

Previous studies highlighted how turbine blades were hazardous for waterbird and bird of prey species. 

The findings have been published in the British Ecological Society's (BES) Journal of Applied Ecology. 

"The message on farmland specifically is that, so far, the evidence we have gathered shows that there is little effect on farmland birds," explained co-author Mark Whittingham, from Newcastle University's School of Biology. 

The team carried out surveys around two wind farms located in the East Anglian fens, recording almost 3,000 birds from 23 different species. 

Their data showed that the presence of the turbines did not affect the distribution of seed-eating birds, corvids or skylarks. 

"This is the first evidence suggesting that the present and future location of large numbers of wind turbines on European farmland is unlikely to have detrimental effects on farmland birds," said Dr Whittingham. 

"This should be welcome news for nature conservationists, wind energy companies and policy-makers." 

He added that previous research had shown that turbines did have a negative impact on larger species, such as waterbirds and raptors, which are primarily found in coastal and upland regions. 

"There is increasing conservation concern about the impact of wind farms on these species in these areas, so applications to build new turbines are increasingly focusing on other sites, especially lowland farmland in central and eastern England." 

However, the study did reveal that the distribution pattern of common pheasants had altered as a result of the wind farms. 

Dr Whittingham told BBC News that the surveys were carried out over the winter months: "We would advocate that [a study] during the breeding season needs to be done as well." 











