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Global warming congress 

  

Growth and development can go hand in hand with environmental practices, said a high level retailer at the Global Warming Congress held in Istanbul. 

Speaking at the congress organized by the Turkish Journalists Association, 
David North, the Community and Government Director for Tesco-Kipa, the main sponsor of the congress, talked about the leadership role corporations can undertake in shifting an economy reliant on carbon dioxide into an environmentally conscience one. His three-pronged approach involved "internally gauging impact and setting standards, investing in low carbon technologies and skills, and empowering the consumers." He identified three barriers that keep consumers from making environmentally positive decisions: "The belief that the environmental choice is the most expensive one, lack of knowledge concerning which products are environmentally sound, and the idea that one's individual actions cannot make any significant impact." 

  
Meanwhile, a panel discussion brought prominent journalists together to discuss environmental coverage in Turkish media. Daily Milliyet's Sedat Ergin said "insufficient and much behind the foreign press in environmental coverage, the Turkish press has been steadily improving over the past few years. Just a few short years ago we had thought that global warming would not affect us and chose to ignore it. Instead, global warming made itself heard.".

Project aiming to save energy, water launched 

The White Star project, that aims to create a suitable environment for sustainable tourism, was announced by the Turkish Hoteliers Federation (TÜROFED) during a press conference in Istanbul. 

“The effects of global warming, which we heard from scientists many years ago, are now being felt... what should be done is to change consumption habits and tend toward saving energy,” said TÜROFED Chairman Ahmet Barut. He said the goal of the campaign, that targets tourism investors, operators, personnel and facilities, was to ensure less energy consumption. He said customers would prefer the hotels that invest in energy and water saving. Upon a question if food saving was included in the project, Barut said many hotels were working for food saving and employed food engineers. 

Environmentalists urge Turkey to embrace green lifestyle 

Turkey's marketing industry can play a key role in capturing the imagination of today's Turks to embrace an environmentally friendly lifestyle and economy, said experts at the Green Marketing conference that took place in Istanbul. 

In a globalizing world driven by consumption, the marketing industry has taken heat for the environmental toll of production, as advertising firms have sold the image of the modern consumerist, said John Grant, the conference moderator and author of the Green Marketing Manifesto. “People think marketers are part of the problem because we have in a sense increased a consumerist society,” said Grant. “But they still talk to us because we can make a change as well.” 

The real question, however, is whether Turkey is ready to start its own “green revolution” and move from rapid development and growth to energy and resource efficiency through a national policy that promotes a more ecological lifestyle. The United States, the biggest CO2 polluter per capita, had had years to enjoy its televisions and cars and was not ready for change, said Grant, a U.K. native. In a sense, he said, no country would be ready until businesses and individuals started talking about it and making changes. “As a human you have to be the change,” he said and cited the example of how Swedish furniture maker and seller IKEA gave a bicycle to each of its 100,000 employees. 

Mehmet Sezgin of Garanti Bank, which has launched an environmental campaign through its Bonus Card services, said when it comes to a greener Turkey, there was not much to be hoped for from policy makers. Businessmen and the marketing sector, on the other hand, have the obligation to tell customers how important a greener market is. “Politicians won't make changes. We have to make changes and bring Turkey to Kyoto,” he said criticizing his country's refusal to sign the Kyoto protocol. 

Anatolia says gets permit for Turkey gold project 

Anatolia Minerals Development Ltd said that the Turkish Ministry of Environment and Forestry has granted it an environmental permit for its Çöpler gold project. Çöpler is located in Erzincan province, 500 kilometers east of Ankara.The small Canadian mining company said it expects the certificate to be formally issued in about 30 days. It allows the company to enter final negotiations to secure forestland leases from the ministry and proceed with other associated permits.
Turkey seeks to protect shrinking population of bald ibis  
The bald ibis species, which is endemic to Turkey, Morocco and Syria, is currently under threat of extinction, with scientists warning that just 560 of these birds are left in these three countries, and efforts are being made in Turkey to protect the species. 
Though in the past Turkey's southeastern Anatolian region used to be home to many more bald ibises, currently this species can only be found in Şanliurfa's Birecik province, reproducing along the banks of the Euphrates River there. Both the Environment and Forestry Ministry and the Nature Foundation have been working for the past seven years to protect the bald ibis in Turkey, with specific focus since December 2007 on increasing the current population of 104 birds. In the meantime, international efforts are also under way to protect the six bald ibises that were spotted a few years ago living in Syria's Palmira region. 

Marmaris to end noise pollution 

City Council of Marmaris, one of Turkey's famous resort towns, has prepared an environmental package to prevent noise pollution in order to increase tourism in the town. The council's environmental working group chairwoman, Filiz Ersan, said they would tour the town on motorbikes to determine and fine noisemakers. Ersan added that they have launched the environmental study to attract more tourists and increase tourism in Marmaris. Ersan also called for residents in Marmaris to serve as volunteer inspectors for the project. 

Coves in Muğla will be cleaner 

Environment protection groups and local governments in Muğla launched a campaign, called, “Don't pollute the sea, don't damage tourism,” to keep the unique coves around Muğla cleaner. As part of the campaign, teams from Ankara Diving Center cleaned the bottom of the coves near Marmaris. Well-known coves, such as Gökova, Göcek, Köyceğiz Gölü, and the Dalyan canals will also be cleaned. Teams will also try to determine the sources of pollution. 
Turkey ranks third in water investments 

Turkish contractors rank third in the world in water investment, said Environment and Forestry Minister Veysel Eroğlu during the Fifth World Water Forum in Bosnia and Herzegovina capital Sarajevo. Noting that the popularity of Turkish contractors was due to advanced technology, Eroğlu said Turkey faces a great risk from the effects of global warming. 
Wonders of nature in Turkey 
The Nature Society (DD) is a non-profit organization that aims to conserve the natural treasures of Turkey. An article on the “Key Biodiversity Areas” (KBA) concept, developed in 2004 by 14 scientists with the DD's initiative, was published in the United States magazine BioScience. The method suggested aims to determine the irreplaceable and most fragile natural areas in the world and to search for the rarest living species in danger of extinction.  

In every KBA area, researchers are looking for four scientific criteria in order to create a global standard for natural conservation areas. The world's oldest and largest global environmental network, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN), released an in-depth report about the KBAs. 
According to the report, the new approach debuted in Turkey and has since been accepted by over 40 countries. A project was later launched to inventory Turkey's KBAs. In the end, with the cooperation of the DD and Forestry Ministry and the contributions of many institutions, 148 authors, scientists and 100 photographers a report was compiled titled “Turkey's Key Biodiversity Areas.”  Turkey has a total of 305 KBAs listed in the inventory. The DD determined the 10 rarest and the most beautiful wonders of nature in Turkey.   
Court verdict proves Ergene River polluted 
Rice husk producers in northwestern Edirne province won a case they opened against the Environment Ministry in 2001 claiming they were harmed by pollution in the Ergene River. 

Compensation of the rice husk producers in Edirne's Uzunköprü district has begun. Uzunköprü Çeltik Producers Association President Ali Öner said what delighted them the most at the end of the seven-year long case is the fact that the court's verdict proves the river is polluted. 

Öner said as long as pollution of the river continues, almost all agricultural lands will be greatly affected. “The risk and danger is growing. The precious grassy plains of Uzunköprü are fading away. Pollution even threatens the İpsala Plain,” Öner concluded.  

Some 29,000 sea turtles take to the sea 
Loggerhead sea turtles, or Caretta Caretta, are endangered and close to extinction, but are well protected in Antalya's Belek district, a crucial breeding ground for the sea turtles. Some 29,084 young turtles safely set out to sea from the district's beaches. Ecological Research Society (EKAD) President Dr. Ali Fuat Canbolat said some districts in Turkey, such as Belek, Dalyan, Fethiye, Patara and the Göksu delta, had been declared special environmental protection areas due to their being breeding grounds for the rare sea turtles. 

Growing jellyfish population disrupts ecosystem at sea  

With the increasing temperature and pollution levels in the seas surrounding Turkey, the jellyfish population has seen significant growth, leading to disruption of their underwater ecosystems.

Levent Ballar, Turkish Marine Environment Protection Association (TURMEPA) secretary-general, told that there has been significant growth in the population of organisms such as jellyfish in Turkish waters in recent years.

Ballar noted that a proliferation of such organisms, which are thought to be carried through the Suez Canal by water discharges, vessels, research expeditions and the like, damage the entire ecosystem.

He agrees with scientists who argue that this growth of the jellyfish population stems from global warming, which has led to a gradual rise in sea temperatures. In addition Ballar emphasized that with rising sea temperatures the plankton population has also swelled, drawing jellyfish closer to coastlines to feed on the plankton. 

“This jellyfish explosion stems from a decrease in the population of species such as tuna, swordfish and sea turtles, all of which feed on jellyfish. Another crucial factor is that the fish population has shrunk due to uncontrolled fishing,” he added. 

Ministries at odds over killing of foxes for research  

With the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of Environment and Forestry having been unable to reach an agreement over the killing of hundreds of foxes for scientific research, the decision will be made in accordance with a report that the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey (TÜBİTAK) has been asked to prepare.  
As part of a rabies control project initiated by the Ministry of Agriculture with the support of the EU, foxes in the Aegean provinces of İzmir, Manisa, Uşak, Aydın and Muğla were given a rabies vaccine between Feb. 24 and March 6. 

The Ministry of Agriculture wanted to take samples from 500 foxes to test the success of the vaccinations and asked permission from the Ministry of Environment, which is in charge of hunting regulations, to kill the vaccinated foxes. 

The Ministry of Environment and Forestry has left the decision to TÜBİTAK, saying that the murder of this many foxes may extinguish the entire fox population in the region and that the samples should be taken without killing the foxes. The ministry has asked TÜBİTAK to prepare a report on the fox population in the areas in question 

A senior official from the Ministry of Environment and Forestry stressed that there have been no surveys of the population of foxes in these areas. "If foxes disappear from the food chain, farmers would have difficulties," the official noted. Experts warn that killing foxes will increase the population of rodents and other species on which foxes feed, causing problems for farmers as such animal damage to agricultural products. 

2-B under way again, goal $25 billion in revenues  

The government has come up with a new plan for the sale of deforested areas, known to the public as 2-B land, with the expected revenue from these sales at $25 billion. According to the plan, there are 4.7 billion square meters of 2-B land, and only 67 million square meters have been sold. In the first phase of the plan, 370 million square meters of land will be sold. The National Real Estate General Directorate will finalize the land sales after confirmation from the Land Registry General Directorate. In the second phase, 620 million square meters of registered 2-B lands, of which users had not been identified yet, will be sold. 

The remaining unregistered 2-B land amounts to 3.7 billion square meters. The plan foresees 1.15 billion square meters of this being added to the land registry first. The registration work in İstanbul, Muğla, Antalya and Mersin is still under way. The second registration phase for 2.23 billion square meters will be extended if necessary. According to the plan 350 million square meters will be left as meadowland. 
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