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Turkish valley to be developed as ecotourism area 

As part of Turkey's first ecotourism project, a group of experts has examined a forest of cedars and spruces in the Çamlıyayla district of the southern province of Mersin to determine its fitness as an ecological site. 

  The 40,000-hectare Cehennem Dere Valley (Hell Stream Valley), which is home to rich flora and fauna, has been found highly suitable for a variety of ecotourism activities, such as trekking, terrain bicycling, flora discoveries and observation of natural life, according to the study by experts from the Eastern Mediterranean Forestry Research Institute and Istanbul University. 

   “The studies for the project, which aims to determine ecotourism strategies, have been completed,” said Dr. Ersin Yılmaz, director of the institute. Yılmaz also said the experts have prepared a map for ecotourism activities to be held in the valley, the first valley where ecotourism examinations have been carried out in Turkey. 

    “In addition to its rich flora and fauna, the valley is also home to a considerable number of ancient monasteries, churches and windmills. When taking into account these elements, the Cehennem Dere Valley appears to have a genuinely big potential for ecotourism,” he said.  

Seven ecotourism activities 

  Yılmaz said the valley is scientifically proven to be appropriate for seven types of ecotourism activities: observation of birds, flora discovery trekking, nature trekking, discovery trekking for non-wood forest products, discovery walking, bicycle tours and observation of wildlife. Of these, he said observation of bird species has priority.  

  Pinus brutia (Turkish pine), pinus thunbergii (black pine), the taurus cedar and the taurus spruce are major examples of foliage that make the valley an attractive spot for ecotourism, he added. 

  The valley is also home to various caves, cascades and geological forms. The project is expected to serve as a model for further projects in the field of ecological tourism in Turkey. 
Water shortages in Akbük 

The head of the Akbük Municipality in Didim is looking for a strategy to prevent water shortages in the Aegean resort town this summer. İbrahim Şam has warned the area's 18,000 residents to bring water for fields and swimming pools in tankers from other sources. 

  Şam said the population of the town is 2,250 but that it increases to 60,000 with the holidaymakers that come during the summer. “We are confronted with a water shortage because of a problem in the water mains. The real problem is, of course, wasting the water by using it without thinking. The holidaymakers wash their homes from top to bottom. If they could use a cleaning cloth instead of washing everywhere, they wouldn't waste tons of water. But, we will handle the problem by mending the water mains within 10 days,” he said. 

  Şam suggested that holidaymakers water the fields and fill the swimming pools with water tankers brought from other sources. He said they have not yet reached a formal agreement with the municipality about the issue, adding that on Feb. 25 they had sent a warning paper to the residents saying there would be a water shortage in the summer season due to global warming and warning them to fill up water tanks during the winter season. 

  “It's difficult to deal with the problems in Akbük just with the subsidy allocated by the Bank of Provinces,” he added.

Negotiations started for a British university in Antalya 

Antalya, which currently boasts only one university, is set to gain two important new post-secondary institutions. In addition to the city's current Akdeniz University, plans are underway to build a private university, set to be finished in 2010 at the latest. The Antalya Chamber of Commerce and Industry has also started negotiations with the British Consulate for the city to host a proposed new British university.
  Upon learning of plans by British Ambassador to Ankara Nick Baird to found a British university in Turkey, Kemal Özgen, chairman of the Antalya Chamber of Commerce and Industry, wrote a letter to the ambassador saying that Antalya, the center of the country's tourism and agriculture, would be the most suitable city to host a British university. 

  “We closely watch your attempts to strengthen the links between England and Turkey with high interest and appreciation,” wrote Özgen in his letter to the ambassador. “I would like to state that our chamber supports the attempts to construct a private university in Antalya. Having a sound amount of stationary foreign population, Antalya is preferred by both by the English people as well as other European citizens. We expect the city to attract around 9 million tourists this year.” 

  Direct flights initiated between London and Antalya by British Airways have been an important starting point for cooperation between the two countries in many fields, which will be spurred by the construction of a new British university, Özgen added.

EU Recession Fear Shifts Focus Eastwards 

As the rising prices of food and oil continue to trigger inflation in the European Union, Turkish companies have begun to look for alternative markets and are leaning toward the eastern world. 

   A possible recession is also a source of concern for Turkish firms. “We have not felt a negative impact yet; however, it is time to diversify exports,” said Murat Akyüz, the owner of plastics firm Akyüz and chairman of the General Secretariat of Istanbul Mineral and Metals Exporters' Association, or IMMİB. The aim is to expand more in the East, with which the country currently has limited relations, he said. 

  As the signs of the slowdown in Germany are being felt, markets such as Iran, Iraq and Syria gain importance, said Aynur Bektaş, head of Hey Tekstil. “Armenia is also a good market,” she said, adding that “it is important, while orienting ourselves toward alternative markets, not to lose the EU market.”  

Italy eyes investments in Turkey
The Chamber of Commerce of Salerno, Italy and the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Turkey launched the Anetenna Campaniamed Turchia project yesterday in an effort to increase trade between small and medium size enterprises, or SMEs, in Turkey and Italy. 

     The project, which takes places within the framework of country projects for partnership between the region of Campania and Mediterranean third countries, aims to invest in three sectors in Turkey: Industrial, agriculture and food; fashion and culture – including textiles, clothing, leather and jewelry – and information  communication technology. 

  One of the motivations behind the project is the growth in trade volume between Turkey and Italy, and especially the Campania region. “In the past five years trade between Italy and Turkey has doubled,” Metin Kaya, board member of the Italian Chamber of Commerce in Turkey, told reporters yesterday. 

  Exports from Campania to Turkey increased from 88 million euros in 2005 to 120 million euros in 2007, according to the region's authorities. 

  The textiles sector – industrial products, fabrics, leather and footwear – is the first sector in terms of sales turnover in Campania's import and export to and from Turkey. Another trade-driving sector is the agro-food sector – mostly meat and meat-based products, as well as tinned fruit and vegetables. Campania produces some 80 percent of all tomatoes in Italy and also plays an important role in the production of mozzarella cheese. Exports of new technologies from the provinces of Avellino and Caserta, specifically electronic machines and equipment for recording and telephones, likewise play a crucial role in bilateral trade. In the years between 2002 and 2007, a substantial increase in textile product imports into the provinces of Naples, Avellino, Salerno and Caserta was also recorded. 

  Part of the project is a new service for SMEs, which will research potential trade partners and clients and assess the financial stability of a potential partner firm. The service will also support Italian firms interested in investing in Turkey, distribute information on tenders and support networking between companies in Turkey and the Campania region. “Also, Turkish firms will benefit from the service as they will be able to request information on Italian firms and share their know-how, for example, in the textile industry,” added Alfonso Cantarella, deputy director of the Salerno Industrial Association.

German Green Roth in Muğla to brief about environmentally friendly energy policy 

German Green party member Claudia Roth has been invited by Muğla's mayor to brief the municipality on environmentally friendly energy policies. She will meet the mayor and speak to officials from the municipality today. 

  Roth said the Heinrich Böll Foundation in Turkey organizes seminars and training programs for local administrators on how to reduce energy consumption. “I can talk to the minister of environment 10 times and perhaps something can happen. But it is much more important to talk to the local officials. I am therefore very happy to have been invited by the mayor to speak on energy issues,” she told the Turkish Daily News last week prior to her trip to Muğla. 

  Roth complained about the lack of assessment of the adverse environmental effects of mass tourism. “Tourism is important, but it has to be based on ecological criteria as well. The constructions in the Aegean and the Mediterranean go on and on and on and no one is intervening,” said Roth, who often spends her holidays in Turkey. 

  Roth was also extremely critical of Turkey's environmental policies. “There is a lack of awareness on the importance of environmental issues,” she said. 

  She also expressed joy that the Green Party is being re-established again.  

  Roth is equally critical of Turkey's energy policies. “The price of energy has gone up. People cannot afford electricity. It is a matter of social justice. Everyone is entitled to have affordable and sustainable energy,” said Roth, who has also been an active observer of developments in Turkey over the last two decades. 

  “Last year the mayor of Ankara asked people to pray for rain or leave the town during summer. This is the capital of Turkey. Calling for people to leave the city cannot be a strategy,” she said. 

  The right strategy should be based on reducing energy consumption, according to Roth. “I don't see solar energy, wind energy [in Turkey]. Renewable energy is a word that does not exist in Turkey,” she said, emphasizing that ecology is neglected in Turkey. 

  Expressing her disappointment with the Turkish government's plans to build a nuclear plant in Akkuyu, near the Mediterranean town of Mersin, Roth questioned the safety of nuclear technology. “No one can say that nuclear technology is not dangerous,” Roth said, drawing attention to two accidents at French nuclear plants in recent weeks. “Where does the Turkish government plan to put the nuclear waste that lasts at least 100,000 years?” she asked, claiming that using nuclear energy was also not a tool to fight climate change. 

Poisonous river poses health hazard 

The Çorlu River that runs through the Thracian province of Tekirdağ has turned into a river of poison since factories located near its banks dump their waste into the water. 

   Locals say any animal that drinks of the black water dies, and there are no fish or plants in the river. 

  Locals living in the vicinity of the river complain about the smell, which forces them to keep their windows shut. 

  One local told the Doğan news agency that they had lodged complaints with the municipality about the pollution of the river. “Nothing happened. The river became more polluted each passing day. Garbage trucks continue to dump animal carcasses and trash into the river at night. If they don't take immediate action, there will be serious health consequences,” he said. 

Industrialists deny charges: 

The Çerkezköy Organized Industrial Zone in the Tekirdağ province denied yesterday that their factories were to blame for the pollution in the Ergene and Çorlu Rivers. 

In a written statement, the zone authority said: “Our zone, with its 193 factories, is Turkey's most environmentally aware industrial area.” 

It said the zone had Turkey's first and largest industrial waste processing plant in Turkey with a capacity of 40,000 cubic-meters per day in addition to individual waste treatment facilities belonging to factories. 

It was said that another waste treatment plant with a capacity of 40,000 cubic-meters per day was put into use on June 30 of this year. 

  It said there were many factories outside the zone in the region that had no waste treatment facilities, arguing that they were to blame for the pollution.
Taşyapı cooperates with Goldman Sachs on energy

A Turkish construction firm with an interest in the energy sector has cooperated with the power generation subsidiary of the Goldman Sachs Group in an agreement that could cover a significant proportion of Turkey's energy demand. 

  Turkish firm Taşyapı together with the U.S.-based Cogentrix Energy will invest 6 billion euros within five years, according to a 50-50 joint venture agreement between the two companies. The goal is to cover 12 percent of Turkey's energy demand by generating hydroelectric, wind and thermal electric energy. 

  Taşyapı has been active in the energy sector for the last four years, said Taşyapı Chairman Emrullah Turanlı, speaking at a press conference held Thursday to announce the cooperation. Through investing 1.3 to 1.5 million euros per megawatt, the aim is to generate 4,000 megawatts of energy, he said. 

Division of the investment 

  Turanlı noted that the companies have considered an investment of 1,000 megawatts in wind and 1,000 megawatts in hydroelectric power, as well as approximately 2,000 megawatts in thermal power plants. 

  Central Anatolia, eastern Anatolia and parts of the Black Sea region are considered within the scope of the investment, said Turan, adding that there are ongoing works in some cities such as Tokat. The firm also plans to move its projects to several other cities, including Erzincan, Hatay and Erzurum, he said. 

  Goldman Sachs, which has 25 energy plants in 10 states across the United States, has a significant market share in North America, said Larry Kellerman, managing director at Goldman Sachs and president of Cogentrix Energy. The firm, which evaluates every opportunity around the world, will have invested outside North America for the first time with the Turkey investment, he said. 

  Commenting on the importance of the investment decision amid a global crisis and Turkey's political tensions, Kellerman said, “We see opportunities in developing Turkey's energy sector, in hydroelectric, wind and thermal power. In the initial phase, there will be two people here for the projects in Turkey. We will later increase the number.” 











