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Calls for parliament to ratify Kyoto grow louder 

Protestors gathered in Istanbul's Kadıköy district yesterday to urge the government to sign the Kyoto Protocol before the U.N. Climate Change Conference currently underway in Bali, Indonesia, ends. 

"No coal, no oil, no nuclear – we just want sun and wind," the crowd shouted as it rallied at Kadıköy Square, on the Asian side of Istanbul. 

The Bali gathering began Dec. 3 and is scheduled to end Dec. 14. Activists from across Turkey gathered at Kadıköy, singing songs and chanting slogans on the devastating consequences of global warming. Nongovernmental organizations, unions, media outlets, labor groups, academics, journalists and several celebrities supported the rally. Protestors called for an end to greenhouse gas-producing industries, and chanted against thermal and nuclear power, for the use of wind, hydropower, bio-fuels and solar-power in producing electricity, rather than nuclear or thermal plants. 

Ümit Şahin, a Turkish Green and KEG activist, called on the government to sign the Protocol before the summit ends Dec. 14 and announce a "useful" reduction of greenhouse gas emissions. Şahin noted that Australia's new government had signed the protocol immediately after coming into office, implying that former Prime Minister John Howard's failure to do so had led to his electoral defeat.
If Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan signs the Kyoto Protocol as he has indicated he would, it would be proof that not only climate, but also mentalities, can change in a positive way, parliamentarian Ufuk Uras, leader of the Freedom and Solidarity Party (ÖDP), said. 

Actress Pelin Batu said simultaneous rallies were being held in 86 countries around the world to draw attention to the issue, noting that failure to create sufficient public awareness of the need for governments to change their policies could result in there being no world to pass on to the next generation.
Pro-Kyoto protests in İzmir 

A rally to protest against Turkey not signing the Kyoto Protocol was staged Sunday in İzmir's Cumhuriyet Square by 21 nongovernmental organizations, the Doğan news agency reported. Close to 400 people gathered for the ''Dec. 2 Gündoğdu Meeting Movement'' and marched with banners that read: “Sign Kyoto,” “We do not want thermal power stations,”  “Stop global warming,” “No to nuclear, yes to life” and “We want an unpolluted world.” Demonstrators often shouted the slogans “No coal, no petrol, no nuclear,” “Sun, wind are enough for us,” and “Hurray for anti-capitalism.” 

The Aegean: a rising star in wind energy 

Due to the record number of applications to establish wind turbines in Turkey, a bid for tenders was issued to proceed with eliminations. The companies are to compete for the public contributions. The Aegean region, with İzmir, Balıkesir, Aydın, Manisa and Muğla, stands out with its wind potential. 

Turkey is one of those very rare countries with enormous land availability for wind energy. The country's vibrant economy has led to increased energy demand in recent years. With the changing climate and the negative effects of global warming, alternative and more environment friendly energy solutions have become more important. 

Energy Market Regulatory Authority (EPDK), on Nov. 1, received a number of applications for the establishment of wind-energy production facilities. The companies had provided tender guaranty, YTL 780 million, for the applications. After the eliminations, the contributions collected are to be spent by TEİAŞ to fund investments for the new production facilities. 

Turkish waterfowl numbers in decline  

The number of water birds in the Çukurova Delta has reportedly declined by over 90 percent to less than 80,000 in the last 45 years due to habitat degradation.  

In a statement yesterday Ayhan Küyük, secretary for the Chamber of Forestry Engineers, East Mediterranean branch, said the degradation of the wetland habitats for a number of bird species is astounding and difficult to prevent.  

The button had been pushed for Melen Creek

Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, at the opening ceremony of the project that enables Melen Creek to provide water for Istanbul, mentioned that the Ilısu and Yusufeli Damns are to come into service soon. There have been major protestations against these two damns that are going to destroy historical and natural heritage. The prime minister criticized Greenpeace and other environmentalist organizations for being against these damns for ideological reasons.

Number of beaches with Blue Flags to increase 

Turkey will work to increase the number of Blue Flag beaches in the Aegean region's Muğla district and all over the country, an official with an environmental agency has said. 

“Muğla facilities and bays have the capacity to manage this,” Erol Güngör, the director general of Turkey Environment Education Foundation (TÜRÇEV) said about enhancing the increasing the number and quality of beaches with Blue Flags. 

500 million dollars credit to environment from TIDB

Halil Eroğlu, the general manager of the Turkish Industrial Development Bank (TIDB) pointed out that over 500 million dollars is provided for the Turkish private sector investment requirements.

Learning to live with drought 

Turkey Agriculturalists Association General Director İbrahim Yetkin, underlining that Turkey was one of the places in the world under the risk of drought said on Friday, “Japan lives with the reality of earthquake. We should learn to live with drought.” He said that funds and investments aimed at preventing drought and irrigation should be increased. Yetkin asserted that only 20 percent of the arable land could be irrigated. The share of agriculture in the 2008 budget should be increased according to the rate of inflation. To catch up with the EU, Turkey has to transfer annually Euro 11.3 billion to agriculture. He explained that many farmers hesitate to produce for fear of drought. 

Five new wastewater treatment plants in Kayseri

Ender Batukan, the General Manager of KASKİ (Kayseri Water and Sewers Management), mentioned that there will be no places left with a drainage problem in Kayseri. Wastewater treatment plants will be built in  five more residential areas in 2008. The project will be put out to tender on 14th of January, 2008.

Animal waste recycling in Çorlu

Animal wastes disposed from the 116 factories in the Organized Leather Industry Region in Çorlu are processed into raw-material for cosmetic industry in the plant that costed 1 million dollars.

A seaside view - Fethiye 
The city of Fethiye expects a visit from the environment minister Saturday to celebrate the reforestation of a large area near Kemer destroyed by fire earlier this year.  

The “Keep Yeşil Üzümlü Green” (KYÜG ) group plans to draw the minister's attention to the deforestation of land some 20 kilometers on the other side of Fethiye. In this case the clearing of trees was not an “act of god,” but a deliberate clear-cutting of acres of rented forest to construct a stone quarry. The huge white scar of more than 260,000 square meters is visible for miles, an enormous blot on the Üzümlü landscape. 

Stinking Tuzla

Some of the industrial facilities in Tuzla (a major industrial region) dispose waste directly to nature and some still collect waste in septic tanks. The locals of Tuzla complain from the terrible smell that increases at dawn. None of the industrial producers take responsibility and the locals left with no solution.

Count down for the Lake Tuz

The satellite picture taken in 1987 and 2005 show how Lake Tuz diminished. The water loss increased in the 90’s. If this cannot be stopped the lake will dry out in 2015.
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