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‘EU needs Turkey to play globally'
The European Union would definitely need Turkey if it desired to become a global power, chief advisor to the Turkish Prime Minister, Ahmet Davutoğlu, said during a conference on EU-Turkey relations late Monday in Vienna. Turkey is the key country that will help Europe accomplish a new global vision, Davutoğlu said.
Turkey to host economic forum 

The First World Economic Forum on Europe and Central Asia will be held Oct. 30 to Nov. 1 in Istanbul, Web site Kazinform reported yesterday. Representatives of official and business circles from the European, Central Asian and Middle Eastern countries will attend the forum, which aims to explore recent economic challenges.
No economic hurdle to Turkey's EU ambitions

There is no economic reason to prevent Turkey from joining the European Union in the next few decades, according to a recent report by international investment bank Goldman Sachs. 

  However, political and cultural factors could delay full membership, the report added, stating that even if Turkey did not join the 27-nation bloc, per capita income convergence was likely to remain fairly robust. 

  The report, released Friday, maintained that Turkey offered strong long-term growth potential, which could lead to narrowing the income gap with the EU. Goldman Sachs estimated that Turkey could reach the per capita income standards of most new EU members states within the next 15 years. By 2050 it could achieve a per capita GDP level of $60,000, it said, while revealing projections that Turkey would be the third-largest economy in Europe after Russia and Britain. 

  Turkey's EU process was also analyzed in the report with a full picture of the current political situation that derives from the enlargement fatigue of Europe, which is yet to decide whether or not it is willing to digest an economy of Turkey's size, population, diverse cultural and ethnic fabric and its Islamic heritage. Turkey is also becoming more skeptical and will soon have to decide whether it is willing to compromise its sovereignty. Both sides will need to make a leap of faith to put strong political momentum behind the accession process, it said. 

  However difficult it would be politically to jump-start the EU process, Goldman Sachs dismissed arguments that there were also economic reasons preventing Turkey from becoming a fully-fledged EU member. Our growth models suggest that Turkey could potentially emerge as a $6 trillion economy to become the third-largest in Europe, overtaking Italy by the early 2030s, and Germany and France by the late 2040s, Goldman Sachs estimated. 

  According to the report Turkey will also have to draw closer to Europe institutionally by improving the education of its labor force and governance structures, strengthening civil society and addressing endemic poverty and regional disparities.   

Global crisis to put Turkish lira under pressure 

  Possible effects of the global economic crisis on Turkey were also given consideration in the Goldman Sachs' report. According to the report, Turkey has been caught up in the global credit crunch, is highly leveraged and running a sizeable current account deficit. 

  If global credit conditions tighten further and the slowdown proves deeper and more resilient, Turkey could suffer more serious output losses, and asset prices and the currency could remain under significant pressure, Goldman Sachs warned. In the extreme, the Turkish YTL could well approximate a fair value of 2.2 against the dollar, according to the Goldman Sachs Dynamic Equilibrium Exchange rate.  
Benefits of membership on UN Security Council
Being elected to the U.N: Security Council is a key success for Turkey. It will now become one of the 15 countries responsible for the peace and security of the world. Membership to the Security Council will undoubtedly add to Turkey's prestige in the international arena. 

  The next two years are a great opportunity but, at the same time, a great deal of responsibilities for Turkey. The architect of this achievement is the Turkish Foreign Ministry and Turkey's permanent representative to the United Nations, Ambassador Baki İlkin, who has been the mastermind and motor power behind the relevant campaigns for four years. The success has come after a long and tiresome journey. Turkey was twice nominated to the membership in the 1990s but had to withdraw for various reasons. 

  Turkey renewed its candidacy in 2003. Austria and Iceland had already declared their candidacy for the two seats reserved for the group of �Western Europe and Others,� and they were promised support. Even though it started the race behind, Turkey won more votes than Austria and Iceland, which is 151 votes, and about two-thirds of the total votes, as a result of an effective strategy. 

The council has changed in nature 

  What is next? 

  During the Cold War, the U.N. Security Council become inoperative due to frequent vetoes cast by permanent members and failing to fulfill its duty of world peace and security in the Cold War period. But it has changed in nature since the Cold War ended. First of all, five members with the veto power are acting very prudently now. Between 1945 and 1990, they had applied the veto power 192 times but, between 1990 and 2008, the number decreased to 12. So an opportunity occurred for the Council, as a cooperation forum to protect peace and security, to conduct its duty in accordance with the foundation principles. 

Thematic issues 

  The second is that the definition of peace and security has changed in 15 years. The scope of Article 39 of the U.N. legislation on �threat to peace and security� was expanded with the inclusion of civil wars, violation of human rights, terrorism, and threats against democracies. 

  Besides, the council also discussed thematic issues such as the role of women in the prevention and solution of conflicts and children soldiers. Currently, there are three important issues that the Council wants to discuss due to their influence over security-related issues: energy, environment and food. Third world countries, however, think that these are issues that need to be discussed in the jurisdiction of the U.N. General Assembly. Third world countries regard the discussions of the issues in the Security Council as those they are excluded from. We'll see what Turkey's stance will be on the subject matter. 

Opportunity to follow an active policy 

  The Security Council rather focuses on Africa. In addition to Sudan and Somalia, Turkey will have to adopt a position about the issues related to the Democratic Republic of Congo, Chad, Ivory Coast, Nepal, Myanmar and Haiti. For instance, will Turkey be able to maintain its policy on the Darfur issue? 

  In regional problems such as Afghanistan, Iran, Lebanon and the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, Turkey will have an opportunity to make contributions to solutions by reflecting regional sensitivities to the Council and to follow more active policies. However, these issues carry risks in terms of bilateral relations with Turkey.

  Also, its membership in the U.N. Security Council will turn Turkey into a country open to the world. As Turkey determines its policies about the issues on the Council's agenda, it should follow a policy of universal moral values, not that of saving its face. 

Seize the opportunity 

  Turkey should lend an ear to the remarks of the European Union Commissioner for Enlargement, Olli Rehn, who said, I believe Turkey will use this seat to improve common values of Europe.

  Turkey should show that the membership to the Security Council is not a seat that has been lost but a seat that has been gained in the eye of the EU. Such an attitude will, without a doubt, have a positive impact on full membership talks between Turkey and the union. 

  Seizing this opportunity is contingent upon Turkey's setting out priorities accurately, being well prepared for the issues and being an active member, not an observer. 

  (Rıza Türmen is a former judge at the European Court of Human Rights and a columnist for daily Milliyet, in which this piece was published yesterday. It was translated into English by the TDN's staff.) 
Kyoto Protocol emissions trading system goes global
The UN Climate Change secretariat announced this week that it is on schedule to complete the live connection of the UNFCCC International Transaction Log (ITL) with the European Union (EU) Community Independent Transaction Log (CITL) and 26 European Union greenhouse gas emissions trading system (EU ETS) registries. With the additions of the CITL and 26 EU ETS registries, the Kyoto trading system has now the critical mass that allows governments and legal entities to exchange and use emissions rights on a global scale, also taking advantage of credits stemming from the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) and Joint Implementation flexibility mechanisms of the Kyoto Protocol.

'ETS go-live has been a high priority project for the UNFCCC secretariat. We have worked closely with the European Commission and the EU member states in coordinating the extensive preparatory work that was necessary to achieve the full connectivity of the ETS registries to the ITL; we are now very pleased by its clear success,' said UNFCCC Executive Secretary Yvo de Boer.

The ITL is now ready for starting real-time operation with the CITL and the national registries of Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, European Community, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain, Sweden and the United Kingdom.  Earlier, five national registries had already joined the ITL along with the CDM registry.

'This event finalizes the infrastructure required for successful operation of all flexibility mechanisms under the Kyoto Protocol,' the UN’s top climate change official said.'  In terms of carbon market, ETS go live with the ITL expands the market size of carbon allowances in industrialized countries from about 24 billion tonnes CO2 equivalent to almost 50 billion, in addition, the CDM is expected to add soon another 100 million credits to the market.'

The UNFCCC secretariat plans to link the registries of Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, and the Ukraine later in October–November this year. 

At that time almost all industrialized countries with emission reduction targets under the Kyoto Protocol will have full access to the implementation of market-based mechanisms.

'The complete architecture of the Kyoto Protocol becomes fully operational this year.  We have explicit emission reduction targets in place for most industrialized countries; we have established a credible, comprehensive system for reporting and verifying GHG emissions; and now we are completing the infrastructure for using the carbon market as a cost-effective means for meeting the targets,' emphasized Mr. de Boer.
Analysts say global carbon market will pass US$100bn by year’s end 

The global carbon market is on pace to grow more than 80 percent this year to $116 billion, according to the clean-technology research and analytics firm New Energy Finance. The burgeoning market -- which hinges on the buying and selling of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gas emissions -- grew almost 36 percent, from $64 billion at the start of January to $87 billion at the end of September. The robust growth is due largely to consistently high prices for carbon allowances and credits in European Union countries that are bound by the Kyoto Protocol cap on heat-trapping gases, which expires in 2012.

'The limits being set by the European Commission are increasingly tight,' explained Douglas Higgins, an NEF analyst in London. 'There's more demand for these credits, so we're also seeing higher prices.'

A World Bank carbon finance analyst in Washington, D.C., concurred that the carbon market is likely to surpass the $100 billion mark by year's end.

Higgins and his NEF colleagues project that the volume of carbon emissions transacted will grow 31 percent this year to 3.9 gigatons. European Union allowances, which constitute about 68 percent of trading by volume, have averaged about $34 a ton through September. Meanwhile, collective trades in secondary 'certified emission reductions' -- the main currency of the European Union's Clean Development Mechanism market -- more than doubled to $10 billion through September.

The trading volume of secondary CERs increased by 100 percent. However, the volume of the primary CDM market -- which reflects trades from CERs from new projects -- fell 26 percent. NEF analysts underscored that there has been a drop in the size but not the number of carbon mitigation projects, such as industrial heat recovery and afforestation investments.

'The average size of [CDM] projects has declined after the initial large industrial gas projects seen in 2007, and primary CDM deals are strongly linked to the creation of new projects,' NEF analysts noted. 'The average size of new CDM projects entering the United Nations approval process fell from 122 kilotons per year to 104 kt/yr in 2008.'

While the World Bank does not make formal carbon market projections, NEF analysts project that the carbon market will hit the $550 billion mark in 2012. And should the United States -- the world's top per-capita CO2 emitter -- adopt an emissions cap-and-trade scheme, the global carbon trading market would turn over $3 trillion annually by 2020, NEF analysts noted.

The value of the U.S. and E.U. markets would be roughly equal -- about $1 trillion apiece, Higgins noted.

But the deepening global economic slump is a wild card, Higgins conceded. A long recession in the United States, for example, could delay implementation of a national cap on emissions or reduce demand for carbon credits in states beholden to regional carbon caps.

'If the U.S. suffers a long and deep recession, industrial output would go down, and there would be less demand for carbon credits,' he said.
Germans to invest in wastewater treatment plants in Turkey
Turks and Germans brought forward ideas, solutions, and complaints on wastewater treatment in Turkey and Germany at a conference held yesterday. 

  The conference Urban and Industrial Wastewater Treatment Management was an initiative by the NRW International company  founded to support the foreign trade of Germany's North Rhine-Westphalia region which asked the German-Turkish Chamber of Commerce and Industry to organize the conference. 

  A North Rhine-Westphalia delegation, made up of producers of wastewater treatment technologies, engineering firms and researchers, were informed during the symposium about the economic, technical, legal and political status of the investments to be made in Turkey's wastewater sector. 

  Director of Turkish-German Environmental Management Center for the Marmara and Straits Municipalities Union Aynur Acar emphasized there was a lack of leadership and administrative competence in wastewater management. The garbage is buried in the ground without being decomposed and they don't know how to turn compost into energy, said Acar, adding that when companies were asked to take the right steps inside their establishments, they replied that they do not have adequate economic resources.

  Noting that the regulations in Turkey were fine, Acar said there was a lack of implementation. 

  Teoman Yelkencioğlu, the chairman of the German-Turkish Chamber of Commerce and Industry, stated that wastewater treatment management was a new topic for Turkey. The Germans are very advanced in this topic. We should get rid of the ideology of standing idly by. We should take advantage of rivers, said Yelkencioğlu.  

  Calling for German companies to invest in Turkey's water basins and upcoming projects for wastewater treatment plants, the conference brought together authorities. Jens Hasse, from the research institute for Water and Management at RWTH Aachen University, said that we are able to predict the future with the scientific information we have. 

  There are many environmental problems in Turkey, just like other countries. They are all struggling because of the climate change. We have biological waste treatment establishments; we hope Turkey will consider our solutions to the problems.

  The conference continues today at the Point Hotel in Istanbul's Taksim district. 

Environmental victory in Üzümlü: Court says no to cement factory
Yeşilüzümlü will remain green, said a court in the province of Muğla, which recently found in favor of protestors who have been campaigning against the building of a cement factory in the valley by Urantaş. 

   The action was not against the company itself but rather employees of the Ministry of the Environment who had previously issued a report saying a cement factory would not be detrimental to the environment. The judges' decision was that this was not the case and any such polluting industry would have negative environmental and health implications for the area. They also agreed with the plaintiffs by saying the valley and its surroundings were residential and touristic, not suitable for this kind of industry. 

  It goes without saying that there are some very happy people in the area at the moment. Many of the protestors have devoted much time, money and effort to preventing what they see as a totally inappropriate use of the hillside site overlooking several small hamlets and villages. It is also in close proximity to olive groves, schools and farmland � this last being for many the reason they chose to live in Yeşilüzümlü in the first place. 

  Halil Uran, the owner and chairman of Urantaş was not as disappointed by the news as may be expected. He said he was convinced that he would be continuing with the development of the cement factory within the next five years and the present economic situation meant that he was quite prepared to wait until global finances improved. 

   The laws must change to allow the development of industry like this in Turkey and I have no doubt that they will, he said. In the meantime his company still intends to extract aggregate for use in the ready-mix cement factory in nearby Günlükbaşı and for the local roads' improvement program. 

  Turkish Foundation for the Combating of Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats, or TEMA, representative Okyay Tirli said he was very happy the cement factory would not be permitted for environmental reasons. When asked what action, if any, he would now take on behalf of TEMA to reinstate the thousands of trees felled in a pre-emptive action by the Forestry Ministry, he said the problem of de-forestation affected many areas in Turkey and was an issue that the organization he represents would address. 

   Sema Kumyol Ridpath, local architect, member of the Fethiye Chamber of Architects and passionate supporter of environmental protection, said the court's decision was a very important victory for the valley and the villagers. She said the strength of the commission's argument would make it difficult for the opponents of environmental conservation to change the result. 

  Ali Kışlak is the protesters' spokesman and vice chairman of the Association for the Environmental Protection and Development of Yeşilüzümlü. He is extremely satisfied with the court's decision that Yeşilüzümlü is deemed to be a cultural and touristic area and that furthermore it has recognized that should the factory have been allowed to proceed the health of health of thousands of people would have put at risk. 

  We proceeded with the struggle through legal channels and this result is a triumph for our justice system and Turkish democracy, he said. He now believes that any industrial development must be halted in the valley and the governor of Muğla and his representative in Fethiye, the local administrator, will in due course enforce the court's decision. 

  Fiona Robson, vociferous spokesperson for the foreign residents, made it clear that she and others will not be resting on their laurels, for the time being at least. Of course we are delighted by the court's findings, she said. We are looking forward to enjoying the beautiful valley again, but we must all be aware that maybe Urantaş will want to pursue this case to the appeals courts, and in any event we have a lot of fundraising to do to pay for the lawyers we hired. Unfortunately we can't rest quite yet.
Bodrum windmills get ready to serve
 The historical mills on Bodrum Peninsula are currently being restored to attract local and foreign tourists. 

  The restoration project for one of the eight mills in Bodrum's Haremtan district, which was overrun by tourists despite being unkempt, has begun. The restoration projects on the mills owned by Denizaltı Touism Corp were authorized by the Manisa Commission for the Protection of Culture and Natural Heritage. The restoration, to be led by architect Şerife Türk, will be supported by the Bodrum District Office. It was reported that the mills will be restored to their original state, able to grain wheat. 

  The mills, surrounded by fences and locks, will be opened to tourists in February. Bodrum local administrator, Abdullah Kalkan, visited the 200-year-old mills and closely examined the ongoing project, reported the Doğan news agency. 

  Emphasizing that the mill owners should take a step towards restoration, Kalkan said "I'm calling on all the mill owners. Let us bring these important values of Bodrum into tourism. Open to the public and without economic benefits, I will support with every bureaucratic and financial way to earn these mills to Bodrum and its locals. We can carry the mills and their surroundings, which attract thousands of tourists despite their current condition, to their deserved place." 

  Although the mills, visited 12 months of the year, are periodically cleaned by the Bodrum Municipality and the damage often caused by drunken people is controversial. A common haunt for tipplers, the bad condition of the mills caused a revolt. 

  Facing northwest, to catch the coastal winds, the towers, made of stone and lined with wooden planks, were used from the mid 18th century until the 1970s as a means to grind flour for the people of the town. 

  Nearly six meters high and seven meters wide, the arms of the mills are three meters radius. There are 80 different mills built on 16 different hills. 

  Although a common sight, the towers are now derelict but still rest among the olive trees on the surrounding hills. 

  The debate over the condition of the windmills became heated early last summer, when the first efforts to renew the mills started. 

  Mazlum Ağan, Bodrum's mayor from the Republican People's Party, or CHP, noting that currently only one windmill in Yalıkavak was being renovated and made active again by the municipality, then said: We applied to the Treasury four years ago with our project for restoration, preparation of a beautiful excursion spot and a countryside coffee shop, but we did not receive a response to our application yet. We are also willing to provide the protection and safekeeping of our historical and cultural properties. We are frequently trying to clean the windmills and keep them clean with the facilities of the municipality.

  Catherine Rosemary, 44, a British historian-archaeologist, who has been bringing tourists to Bodrum for 20 years, could not hide her astonishment during her visit to the windmills. I don't want to bring those tourists back without showing them the eight historical windmills located in the place where you can see the best view of Bodrum. But I don't know what to say when I see the deplorable state of the windmills.
Environmentalists want jeep safaris banned
Environmentalists in the tourist resort of Marmaris have applied to the local administrator's office and the Muğla governor's office seeking a ban on jeep safaris. 

  In response, organizers of the safaris have argued more regulations should be applied instead of an outright ban.  

  Jeep safaris are a well-known attraction in Turkey's tourism regions, where tourists travel around rural areas in jeeps. They usually visit traditional villages, followed with off-road trips to lakes, mountains and canyons. 

  The Marmaris Environment Advocates Association, or MEAA's, chairwoman, Filiz Ersan, told the Anatolia news agency that jeep safaris belonged in the deserts. Most of the safari organizers do not obey the very basic security rules, she said. The water wars are very dangerous; the accident that results in the deaths of two tourists in Augusts in Fethiye proves this.

  Two British citizens, Jonathan Pearce, 38, and his daughter Charley, 8, died in a traffic accident on Aug. 18, when the driver of a safari jeep crashed the car during a water fight with local kids. 

  Ersan said they have also been receiving complaints from the village heads. The cars used are very old, they pollute the environment a lot. In addition, as the tourists are allowed to smoke in the cars, they pose a great forest fire threat. 

  Ersan said they have sent petitions to Marmaris local administrator's office and Muğla governor's office, asking for a ban on jeep safaris. We do not want jeep safaris in our forests come the next tourism season, she said. 

  Officials of the Marmaris Forestry Directorate said the jeeps damaged forest roads and harmed trees with the clouds of dust they create. No forest fire had been caused by smokers in safari jeeps, as yet, the officials noted, adding, however, that the risks were great as the number of people in the forests increased. 
Food crisis looms as Aegean region dries out

Ground soil in the Aegean region is swiftly becoming increasingly infertile, warned Prof. Yusuf Kurucu from the Aegean University's agricultural department.

   There is a drastic decrease in product variety. If the infertility due to climate change continues, we may face a food crisis. An urgent action plan is a must in order to prevent this, Kurucu said.

  Kurucu, together with associate professor Mustafa Bolca, conducted research in the region and reached the conclusion that fields in the region were narrowing and most parts of the remaining productive fields were becoming arid, reported the Doğan news agency. 

  A lack of rain and insufficient irrigation means salt is not washed away and accumulates on the surface contributing to increased infertility of agricultural fields, according to Kurucu. The Gediz and Büyük Menderes basins are the most critical regions in meeting the agricultural production of Turkey. We have thought so far that climate change causes a change in the variety of products. But this is not so. Salinity on the surface is affecting the soil and triggering aridity which is spreading from the west to the east.

  Kurucu added an improvement in climate was needed to eliminate further aridity. Otherwise, he said, we will have to change the variety of summer products and show a preference for products resistant to salinity. It would be impossible to irrigate cotton and corn; both require a lot of irrigation. The only reason why cotton is still being sewed in the Söke and Menemen plains is that the soil is convenient for cultivation of cotton. But inland, cotton is being replaced by corn and in the most inner regions we are seeing vegetables like tomatoes. After a while, it will be impossible to produce cotton in the west due to the loss of fertile soil.

  Kurucu added that since there had been no rain, there was no water behind the dams causing interruptions to agricultural food production. But it shouldn't be [this way]. Or, we'll go hungry. If we cannot make agricultural production in the most fertile fields, production in mountainous regions will not be productive. We have to use the water first for agricultural food production in order to avoid a food crisis. But unfortunately we are heading in that direction.











