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Clever clouds to bring rain to dams 

Hacettepe University academic claims he has the secret to create clouds so that it can rain or snow over dams, solving the problem of drought.The “Clever Cloud” project will ensure dams around the country are filled with water from rain and snow, says the project's creator, Cemal Saydam from Hacettepe University's environmental engineering department. 

He said he has been working on the project for the past 15 years and had now solved one of the secrets of nature. He explained, “The steam and ice crystals in clouds determine the rain or snow. If these ice crystals are large and if it is summer, we see rain. If it is winter, we see snow.” He said they could increase the number and size of ice crystals externally and that their experiments in the laboratory had been a success.

Ilısu project won't damage Hasankeyf, minister guarantees

Energy Minister Hilmi Güler said the Ilısu Project will not damage the historical site of Hasankeyf. The signing of the Ilısu HES (Hydroelectric Plant) project was a landmark in the government's ambitious Southeastern Turkey Project (GAP). After a long series of 95 meetings the 14 different companies involved finally signed the huge agreement weighing in at an impressive 10,995 pages. “I have signed large projects before but I have never signed anything of such magnitude,” exclaimed Güler

Eco-friendly water closets enter market

The drought and water shortages afflicting Turkey have led consumers to want more eco-friendly products. Industrialists are trying to meet those demands. In the latest instance, Turkey's leading bathroom appliances producer Ece Banyo presented its new water closets that conserve water in Istanbul yesterday. The new water closets use four-and-a-half liters of water instead of nine. This way, a family of four can save between 7,000 and 39,000 liters of its annual water consumption by using these closets.
Public sector to establish power plants

Public sector has decided to step in the electricity market again due to the problem in security of electricity supply and the delay in the investments of the private sector. Two power plants worth $750 million are on the agenda of the Energy Ministry
Göltürkbükü gets wastewater plant 

 Göltürkbükü Waste Water Treatment Plant in Muğla's Bodrum district will enter service this year. Göltürkbükü Mayor Halil İbrahim Kaynar stated that the treatment plant, advancement center and sewage system cost approximately about YTL 10 million.  Explaining that they were trying to solve the problems of the region one by one, Kaynar said: “Göltürkbükü, being a favored tourist attraction, draws thousands of tourists every year. As the municipality, we are trying to do our best.” The project, taken over by a private construction company on March 19,2007 has reached its final stage. 

Yachts causing pollution in Göcek coves 

A recent study by Muğla University's environmental problems research and application center has revealed that the yachts pollute the seawater in Göcek coves. The report claimed that Göcek coves faced the risk of serious pollution. The physical, chemical and microbiological measurements in the region revealed that the water circulation was too slow. The pollution in the coves, now at its limit, keeps increasing due to the unprocessed liquid and solid wastes emptied into the sea.

Drought reveals historical village in the dam

The ruins of a 300-year-old Ottoman village were revealed when a drought affecting the entire region significantly reduced water levels at the Mumcular Dam. Meeting 70 percent of the Bodrum's water needs, Mumcular Dam's water level lowered dramatically exposing Çömlekçi Village's inn, wind mills, aqueduct and tile factory

Olive and olive oil producers ask for urgent solutions

A dramatic fall in this year's olive oil production has forced producers to ask for government support. “The loss in olive orchards is growing every day,” said Ersezgin Companies Group food department chief, Naci Özgen, illustrating the dim situation of olive oil and olive producers. 

In addition to the ravaging effects of global warming on olives and olive oil production, the producers experience many other problems as well. “The producer is also ruined and dragged into misery by the lack of support, efficiency in price policies and new technology transfers as well as rising wastewater problems and unfair competition in the market. Moreover, EU environmental legislation and overseas competition pose a challenge to local producers while the expected future production surplus keeps being a threat,” said Özgen
Istanbul suffers heavy contamination
İSKİ discharges the waste that it calls 'mud,' which consists of various chemicals, from its facility without any precautionary measures. Residents of Bayramtepe used to enjoy a good view of vast green hills, but now the only view they have is a hillside covered with greenish black mud and water of the same color seeping out from it
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