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Turkey signs wind-power plant agreement 

Rotor Energy Co, a subsidiary of Zorlu Energy, signed an "Emission reductions sale agreement" with Ecosecurities group for a wind power plant to be constructed in southern province of Osmaniye on Tuesday [29 January]. 

Salim Arslanalp, director-general of Zorlu Energy Electric Generation Co, said in a press release that the "Emission reductions sale agreement" signed with Ecosecurities was an important step for the energy sector in Turkey, which was not adhered to the Kyoto Protocol. 

Arslanalp pointed out that the wind power plant with an 135 megawatts of installed capacity would begin energy generation in Osmaniye in 2009, with an annual capacity of 500,000 megawatts of electricity. 

Arslanalp noted this production would be done with zero CO2 emission and said, "We will be producing electricity with a 400,000 tonnes of CO2 reduction." 

On the other hand Gurcan Gurel, director-general of Ecosecurities group's representative in Turkey, Iltekno Co, stressed that Turkey had great potential in technologies enabling CO2 reduction and said companies investing in wind power plants, modern garbage storage facilities, hydro-electric terminals and energy efficiency projects could help their companies through carbon credits. 

"Emission Reductions" are among incentives mechanism under Kyoto Protocol. Since Turkey is not a party to the protocol, these agreements are done in the form of "Voluntary Emission Reduction" credits. 

British Airways launches green initiative  

British Airways (BA) announced yesterday that it is taking fresh steps to intensify its work in limiting civil aviation's impact on climate change, unveiling a new carbon offset scheme and plans for deforestation projects in Brazil and research non-carbon aircraft emissions. 

The upgraded offset scheme uses UN-certified emissions reductions to help finance clean energy projects in developing countries. It is more user-friendly, with customers able to buy their offset in one transaction when booking a flight.Customers offsetting their flight emissions will be supporting a new wind farm in one of the poorest regions of China, as well as run-of-the-river hydroelectric plants in China and Brazil. They can buy their offset at the same time as they book their flight. The offset cost for a London-Paris roundtrip would be about 1.50 pounds and for London-New York about 16 pounds. BA is the first airline to introduce a voluntary passenger carbon offsetting scheme. In addition to the offset scheme, BA is to invest in a range of projects to help protect the Brazilian rainforest and improve the understanding of ways to combat one of the largest sources of greenhouse gases. Moreover, the airline will back work led by Cambridge University aimed at establishing robust scientific understanding of the non-carbon dioxide effects of aviation by 2012.
Environmental protection meeting in Denizli 
Directors of 14 private environmental protection regions gathered in Denizli to discuss the poor conditions of environmental protection zones in the western province at a meeting at Richmond Hotel Wednesday. 

The meeting, titled “Empowering Cooperation and Coordination with Private Environmental Protection Region Civilian Authorities” evaluated the latest situations and methods to protect the natural beauties of the 14 protected regions, which include Köyceğiz, Dalyan, Fethiye, Göcek, Gökova, Datça, Bozburun, Patara, Kekove, Kaş, Belek, Pamukkale, Foça, Göksu River Delta, Gölbaşı, Ihlara Valley, Lake Tuz and Uzungöl. 

Denizli Governor Hasan Canpolat, Ministry of the Interior Head of Education Department Governor Osman Dıraçoğlu, Private Environmental Protection Association Chairman Önder Kıraç and assistant governors and Special Provincial Administration general secretaries from Trabzon, Aksaray, Ankara, Konya, Muğla and Antalya attended the meeting as well as Private Environmental Protection directors and the head officials of Private Environmental Protection regions. 

Cold weather, marine pollution impact aquatic life in Turkey  

Thousands of dead fish were found on the sea surface of the Bosporus yesterday. Exports say the fish deaths are due to a sudden drop in seawater temperature caused by recent snowfall and freezing cold.  

Fish, marine mammals and plants have recently been impacted by a cold front moving in from the Black Sea and the growing level of pollution that has affected Turkish coasts in the last few years.

Marine pollution, especially from the enormous quantity of untreated human waste dumped directly or indirectly into the Black Sea, has recently affected plants, fish and mammals. Experts have also said that less fish and more diseases are found nowadays in the waters surrounding Turkey.

Experts maintain that the waters off the Turkish coast are among the richest aquatic feeding grounds in the world for fish and marine mammals, adding that Turkey's marine environment faces dozens of problems and that coastal waters need greater protection against diverse factors that are polluting the seas.

Cranes overwinter in Çukurova's wetlands  

A large group of cranes, which fly through Turkey on their way to North Africa each autumn, have this year apparently chosen to stop over in Adana's Çukurova district for the winter.

Although Çukurova currently hosts a significant amount of birds, the dramatic decrease in numbers over the last few decades is reason enough to be concerned. The Çukurova delta is home to more than 75,000 birds, hosting silver gull, snipe, cormorants, cranes, flamingo and many other varieties. 

World's big polluters note change in US stance 

The world's biggest greenhouse polluters applauded the United States at climate change talks on Thursday, but some urged Washington to take the next step by setting goals to reduce its emissions of climate-warming carbon. 

The United States, alone among major industrialized countries in rejecting the carbon-capping Kyoto Protocol, noted that the two-day Hawaii meeting addressed the toughest areas of disagreement among the countries that use 80 percent of the planet's energy. Brice Lalonde, the French ambassador for climate change, noted a shift in the US position, which he said had previously been "a bit lagging" in failing to set goals to reduce its overall emissions of greenhouse gases. "And now we are seeing that the United States is discussing the matter,"  Lalonde said at a news briefing. "We welcome this move. Of course we are waiting for the next step, which would be that the United States will also have a goal in reducing its greenhouse gases, joining in that way all developed countries. 

EU regulation challenges Turkish chemicals 

 Turkish companies may be prevented from shipping products into the European Union market if their products do not comply with the requirements of Registration, Evaluation, Authorization and Restriction of Chemicals (REACH), an EU institution set up last year to ensure safe usage of chemicals and to ensure competitiveness across the continent. Secondly and more crucially, companies whose supply chains intersect the EU market face the risk of costly supply chain disruptions, said Murat Akyüz, president of Istanbul Chemical and Chemical Products Exporters' Association  (İKMİB) at a press meeting yesterday.

Under REACH, supplied parts and materials may become more costly, harder to procure, or even unavailable, as suppliers themselves take steps to become REACH compliant, Akyüz added. During the pre-application period starting June 1, companies should gather relevant scientific and technical data and socio-economic information, and also provide REACH with information on future projects, which is also a competitive problem, said Akyüz. 

Beypazarı’s wild life to be uncovered 

An protocol to uncover the “wild” face of Ankara's Beypazarı district, famous for its historic mansions, was signed last week by the Nature Association and the Beypazarı Municipality.   A “nature house” will be created to give tourists information on where, when and how they can observe different animal or plant species in the region and Beypazarı wildlife. 

The Global Environment Facility of the United Nations Development Program supports the project through its Small Grants Program (UNDP – SGP.) The natural richness of the district will be shown through the launch of local products such as silver rosettes featuring vulture and squirrel motifs. Stickers decorated with pictures of birds and butterflies will be prepared for food packages and postcards, brochures and posters portraying nature in the district will also be created. 
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