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Storms wreak havoc on coasts

Rains and storms in Turkey's coastal regions have resulted in floods and have been causing devastation for the last two days, with the transportation system in the Aegean, Marmara and the Black Sea regions grinding to a halt. 

     Meanwhile, snowfall in the East has severed communication links with more than 100 villages in Erzurum province. 

  In Istanbul, authorities stopped ferry traffic on the Bosporus due to heavy storms, with massive traffic jams reported throughout the day. Trees were uprooted and a roof was blown off due to severe storms during the day. 

Ecological disaster fears in Black Sea storm: 

  In the Black Sea region, strong winds and huge waves, measuring five to six meters, sunk boats and flooded coastal areas. 

  The bodies of three sailors was washed ashore yesterday after a ferocious storm sank five ships, including an oil tanker, raising fears of severe environmental damage to the virtually landlocked sea. 

  The three bodies, still in life jackets, were found near the island of Tuzla, the southern Russian branch of the Emergency Situations Ministry said in a statement, Interfax news agency reported. Another five sailors are still missing. 

  The challenging weather was holding up the urgent task of securing fuel oil from an oil tanker that broke in two Sunday, spilling 1,300 tons of fuel oil into the Azov Sea, a small offshoot off the Black Sea connected by the environmentally sensitive Kerch Strait. 

  About 3,000 tons more fuel oil remained inside the wreckage of the ship, the "Volgoneft-139," officials said. 

  Oleg Mitvol, head of the Russian government's environmental monitoring agency Rosprirodnadzor, was due in the region yesterday, where Russia and neighboring Ukraine have established a joint crisis center. 

  In addition to the "Volgoneft-139," three ships carrying sulphur got stuck Sunday in the Kerch Strait, which is a major route for birds migrating south at this time of year and also home to the Black Sea porpoise. Mitvol warned late Sunday of a "serious environmental accident" that "may take a few years to solve."

Black Sea about more than trade

The Black Sea Economic Cooperation's (BSEC) former deputy secretary general, Ambassador Andrey Urnov from Russia, who completed three years in his Istanbul-based post on Oct. 31 is a firm believer of the organization and sees its future as being more than just trade and economic relations. 

  He notes that the organization's activities are not confined to economic issues saying energy, trade, agriculture, transport, small and medium-scale enterprises, environment protection, emergency assistance, combating terrorism and all forms of organized crime are also in its focus.
Hope springs eternal for 'GAP'

The Southeast Anatolia Project (GAP) continues to give hope in spite of socio-economic problems in the region, as experts at a seminar said the project, lended enough support, could boost the per capita income in the region five to 10 times

  The per capita income in the southeastern region of Turkey can grow five to 10 times current levels in the area if a sprawling irrigation and agriculture development scheme centered on the city of Şanlıurfa is supported with training and education programs to include newly developed Entrepreneur Support Centers known by the Turkish acronym GİDEM, experts agreed yesterday. 

  The project, more than a quarter century in the making, is known at the Southeast Anatolia Project, or "GAP." The project originally envisioned introduction of irrigated farming to an area comparable to the size of Belgium but has fallen short of its promise in recent years in the face of problems including poor water management that have seriously damaged soil productivity. However, it does not have to be that way, a group of experts agreed at a one-day panel on the future of the project. 

  Ankara hosted the one-day seminar on the GAP and its socio-economic effects on the region. Among the participants were Kemal Derviş, president of the U.N. Development Programme and Muammer Yaşar Özgül, president of the GAP Administration as well as an expert at the Union for Developing an Agenda and Strategy for Competitiveness in southeastern Anatolia. 

  Özgül, in his opening remarks, said the projects for new investment on competitiveness and infrastructure with total value of $1.5 billion over the next five years will speed up growth tremendously in the region. He also pointed to three key sectors that will boost the economy of the region; namely renewable energy, organic textile and tourism. “GAP region must be remembered with these sectors,” he said. 

Structural reforms 

  Derviş in his speech emphasized that it was high time Turkey to proceed with structural reforms that can truly take advantage of an economy normalized and stabilized in the last few years. “Turkey must score at least a growth rate of 7 percent, to overcome its problems of employment. It can not rely on cheap labor for competitiveness,” he said. 

  Derviş underlined that the goal of raising per capita income by five or 10 times in the southeastern region is an attainable goal. “East Asian countries grow by a rate of 7 or 8 percent per year, Turkey can not contend with 5 percent,” he said. 

  Nazım Ekren, Deputy Prime Minister and the State Minister for Economy, underlined that the government sought to increase national income per capita to $10,000 by 2013. “The next step is putting Turkey among the ten biggest economies of the world by 2023, at the republic's 100th year,” said Ekren. 

  GAP is a gargantuan project of development that evolves around building dams to tap the water of Euphrates and Tigris to produce energy and increase agricultural activities. 

  GAP was launched 25 years ago and $35 billion was spent on hydro-electric plants and irrigation systems. But investments could not alleviate differences between the underdeveloped southeast region and the rest of the country, despite major achievements. Only 15 percent of irrigation systems planned to cover 1.8 million hectares was completed. The project is not merely an economic one; it aims to modernize social relations by providing economic opportunities and boost education levels, by conducting campaigns to convince families to send their girls to school. 
250 thousands tones hazardous waste is in the storage

Because of Izaydaş being the only one industrial waste treatment ignition facility and being working full capacity (40.000tonnes capacity), facilities’ 250.000 waste is waiting in the storages. 
Package waste recycling project
Yenimahalle municipality has started a recycling project that covers glass, metal, plastic and carton. People in this region is collecting those materials in the blue packages that municipality gave.
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