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İzmir counts down to opening of natural life park

The Aegean province of İzmir is set to be home to a nature park featuring 1,500 animals of 120 different species, to open in November. 

  The 425-acre Sasalı Natural Life Park is being built in the style of similar European venues, using natural barriers instead of cages. The European Association of Zoos and Aquaria, or EAZA, holds up the park as an example for its excellence in technical design. 

  İzmir Zoo, established in 1936 in İzmir's popular Kültürpark, closed its doors in August to make way for preparations for the new park. Animals in the zoo will be brought to their new homes in the months of September and October. The park is located in the town of Sasalı in the province's Çiğli district and is two kilometers away from İzmir's bird paradise. The animals' habitats in the park will be much larger -- approximately five or 10 times -- compared to the ones in the zoo. 

  The construction of the project is in its final stages. Currently, internal arrangements in the animals' homes, and concourses and landscaping works are being finished. In the park, there will be a wide variety of flora, mostly eucalyptus trees. The park will also feature recreation sites and parks for children.

Energy strategy under revision

The Energy Ministry has prepared a new “road map” for privatization in energy and the use of domestic resources. To this end, the “Electrical Energy Sector Reform and Privatization Strategy Document,” prepared in 2004, is being revised. 

  The ministry has sent the draft document to the Treasury, State Planning Organization, the Energy Market Regulation Agency and the Privatization Administration for further deliberation. 

  The draft aims to enhance the free market environment in energy, complete privatizations, “permanently secure” supply security and minimize foreign dependence on energy. It also aims to reduce electrical energy costs and maximize use of renewable sources. 

  The document says nuclear power plants will have a share of at least 8 percent of electricity production by 2020. By 2030, the figure is planned to rise to 20 percent. 

  The ministry also aims to increase renewable energy sources' share of electricity production to 25 percent by 2020. As a result, the share of natural gas in electricity production is planned to fall under 30 percent by the same year.

Birds need help, say academicians

The Ecological Education project, a collaboration between Ege University and the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey, or TÜBİTAK, has completed its research. The group observed many areas in the Aegean region, including the Delta Gediz, which is also known as the “Bird Paradise,” and said many species of birds in İzmir were facing the threat of extinction due to a number of factors, including fishing, cows, and eucalyptus trees, which are decreasing the level of water in the soil.

Plundering of Çeşme Peninsula prevented

Aegean Environment and Cultural Platform, or EGEÇEP, spokesman Erhan İçöz, said that the İzmir Administrative Court and the State Council had cancelled the allocation of 10,320 hectares of land, covering the south of the Çeşme peninsula and the whole of Paşalimanı, as tourism area. He said that in accordance with the court's decision the destruction of the 22 million square meters of forest land on the Çeşme peninsula, 3,500 hectares of protected area, large stretches of shoreline to the south of the peninsula, water basins and public assets was forbidden. The Plundering of the Çeşme Peninsula has ceased, he said 

  The cancellation of the directive regarding the Çeşme Peninsula, the landscaping plan, and the allocation of the protected public assets has come as a relief to environmentalists. İçöz, mentioned that the area was declared as tourism spot three years ago by the Council of Ministers, and pointed out that the decisions regarding protected areas have been cancelled. İçöz, indicating that a landscaping plan was taken as a further step, also stated that all the southern shores of the Çeşme Peninsula, except Alaçatı, have been closed to public use. “In those regions, tourism facilities with a capacity of 72 beds, and 14 golf courses with four holes were planned. The use of marine spaces was also allowed. Two years ago, the region was put on sale by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism with three different announcements of allocation”, he said. 

  İçöz, indicating that some trade associations and other sensitive citizens had sued over the cancellation of all the administrative acts, but expressed that good news had come out of those cases. “the State Council's 6th division cancelled the Council of Minister's decision to make the Çeşme Peninsula a tourism center, the landscaping plan, and the directive enabling the allocation of public assets. İzmir's Second Administrative Court also cancelled some of the decisions about changing the degrees of protected areas or removing them.” He also added that the decision about the allocation of the southern shores of Çeşme Peninsula and a large area was cancelled by the decisions of İzmir First Administrative Court and İzmir Fourth Administrative Court. 

  İçöz, indicating that the former court decisions ignored public welfare and lack a legal grounding, said that the destruction of 22 million square meters of forestry and other large areas of protected areas on the peninsula has been prevented with the cancellation of the council's former decisions.  

Pollution Research in Kuşadası Shores
Representatives of the Kuşadası Ecosystem Protection and Environmentalists Association, or EKODOSD, have determined that a large amount of garbage is being disposed of directly into the sea in and around the Kuşadası district of Aydın. 

  Chairman of the EKODOSD Bahattin Sürücü, in a written explanation, stated that sea conditions were not good in Kuşadası, where some of the biggest cruise ships dock and many tourists visit. 

  Sürücü indicated that, as an association, each year on World Environment Day they undertook a cleanup of the Kuşadası shores, as well as attempted to convey the message to locals of the worsening situation.  

  Sürücü, stating that they prepared and presented a report explaining the reasons for and the possible solutions to the pollution problem, said: 

  “The sea bed was again littered with refuse, even if we clean up every year, there are people throwing their shoes, bottles, combs, shirts, pants, wheels, forks, plates, and even furniture into the sea. Pieces of iron, which only cranes can lift, have been thrown into the sea. Iron that may enrich a junkman continues to pollute the sea. Batteries present a big danger to human health and the environment. Even throwing those batteries into the garbage may create a big danger for the environment. The water pollution that metals create can wreak havoc on the ecosystem.” 

  Sürücü, expressing how everyone in Kuşadası somehow benefited from the sea, said that “on all of the shores we have visited, we saw that citizens chose the easiest way. They threw garbage into the sea.”  

Germany may revoke backing for Turkey's Ilısu Dam, Spiegel says

Germany may not back Turkey's $3 billion Ilısu Hydro Dam project because lawmakers in Berlin are not satisfied that Turkey is upholding a pledge to protecthuman rights and environmental standards, Germany's Der Spiegel magazine has reported. 

  Officials from four ministries agreed last week that Turkey's most recent pledge was unacceptable because it did not guarantee environmental protection, a safe relocation of 55,000 people and the protection of cultural treasures, Spiegel said. 

  Ministers Michael Glos, Martin Bartenstein and Doris Leuthard, of Germany, Austria and Switzerland respectively, are under pressure from environmentalist groups, as the Ilısu Dam will flood Hasankeyf, a town located along the Tigris River in southeastern Anatolia. Hasankeyf's roots go back 10,000 years, making it one of the oldest cities in human history, reported the Anatolia News Agency last month.  

   “If Turkey does not put forward any conclusive [solution], I will decide on pulling back the Hermes warranty on the credit,” Glos said. Switzerland's Leuthard said the country's credit warrant agency is to meet next month on the issue. 
Inadequate intervention, bad management in forest fires
Debates continue over possible reasons for a four-day-long forest fire that erupted July 31 and devastated over 4,000 hectares in the southern province of Antalya. 
  The Union of Forest Engineers released a report, in which they argued inadequate intervention and bad management were two main causes of the fire and that the total devastated area was inaccurately announced to the public. The report said the fire actually incinerated a 16,925-hectare area (as large as 34,000 football fields). 

  The fire took place in the Serik and Taşağıl regions, which are under official control of Antalya's Forest Directorate, between July 31 and Aug. 4. 

  “The fire that devastated forests in Serik and Taşağıl regions is the second-largest fire in the history of Turkish Republic. About 13,018 hectares of fertile forest area and 3,907 hectares of infertile forest area have been devastated. Therefore, the fire has devastated a total of 16,925-hectares of forest area,” said the report by forest engineers. 

  “Predictably, 1,674,000 cubic meters of planted trees were burned down,” it noted. 

  On the second day of the fire, different TV channels announced the size of devastated area as 10,000 hectares. But according to all subsequent reports, the total loss was 4,000 hectares. 
İzmir Zoo welcomes new inhabitants

İzmir Metropolitan Municipality has acquired more than 10 animals for its Sasalı Natural Life Park, which will be opened this fall. About 10 snakes, reptiles, monkeys, turtles and elephants have been temporarily placed in the İzmir Zoo in the city's popular Kültürpark. Winner, who is an elephant brought from Israel, is expected to be a popular attraction for the park.

Fish farm problem will be solved soon, the Minister of Tourism says

Aegean bays will be protected against being turned to “cemeteries of fish farms” soon, the Minister of Culture and Tourism has declared.Recently, the tourists and businessmen in the tourism sector voiced their woes on the Aegean bays' being haunted by dead fish due to fish farms. The bays were becoming impossible to swim in or even tour in on a yacht, the visitors said.Tourism Minister Ertuğrul Günay said the subject would be brought to the Turkish Grand National Assembly, or TBMM, in the new working year and the problem would be solved by the end of the year.The fish farms have still time to be moved to open seas and they are acting a little slow, Günay told the Anatolian news agency. “As time goes by the fish farm lobbies started to raise their voice,” he said.“Fishing is an important financial asset for Turkey, we need it,” Günay said. “But we do not want the nature, the tourism spots or bays to become the fish farms' beds or cemeteries.”He said there were some demands for injustice when it comes to allocations in tourism.“We are very sensitive, very careful about allocating [natural zones] to tourism,” he said. “People think that allocation harms the nature for no price, or there are no tourists visiting in return. Maybe that was experienced before, but we are over it now. We are confident about the future, especially in legal terms.”

Killer algae spread to the shores of Kuşadası
Deadly algae that threaten underwater life are spreading to the shores of the Aegean town of Kuşadası. 

  The strain of “killer alga” formally known as caulerpa racemosa has been commonly seen in the waters of the Mediterranean and Aegean seas in recent years and is known to be one of the primary enemies of sea creatures. Ecosystem Protection and Environmentalists Association, or EKODOSD, explained that urgent measures must be undertaken.  

    In the past killer algae were found in different areas and at deeper depths in the bay near Kuşadası and Nero Bay, and are now found in shallower waters. EKODOSD, which said killer algae exhaust the underwater oxygen supply, said in its statement: “Killer algae are spreading to the regions where fish and other sea creatures live and burrow. They threaten their own life as well as those of other plants and living creatures by causing over-consumption of oxygen in the water. They can't be eaten by the other sea creatures because they contain toxic substances.”  

'Green Star' for environment friendly hotels
The stars of environmentally conscious accommodation facilities will be painted green as part of a new project initiated by the Culture and Tourism Ministry. 

  To receive a green star, facilities will have to fulfill at least eight basic conditions of a 122-article “environmentalist facility form.” They will be evaluated under 10 headlines, including water and energy savings, detergent use and waste disposal.

  In addition, the Turkish Hotels Federation, or TÜROFED, announced it would give a “white star” to environmentally conscious facilities under its umbrella. 

    The Culture and Tourism Ministry initiated a similar campaign in 1993, which did not draw much attention. But with global warming posing an increasingly real threat around the world today and as waste from hotels contributes to environmental pollution, the ministry has once again been inspired to act. 

  The campaign took 1.5 years to prepare and has the slogan “Show your sensitivity for your world, for your country, for your future! Now.” 

  Though this campaign bears many similarities to the previous one, it is more comprehensive and has more official oversight and detailed criteria. In addition, the fact that there are two campaigns running simultaneously is expected to further increase awareness. 

Tons of waste oil poses health risk
Waste oil, normally used for biodiesel production, currently poses a threat to human health due to illegal collectors in Turkey. Unregistered companies are claimed to have put 40,000 tons of oil into market last year to be used for cooking purposes after distilling and adding harmful chemicals to change the colour











