[image: image1.png]



                                                                                                                                                              Delta-Eko                                      
UK-Turkey  Environmental Business Liaison Office
                                          Cinnah Cad. 106/6, Çankaya, 06550 ANKARA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

                                                      Tel: 0312-440 7940   Fax: 0312-440 1011 

                                                                 www.delta-eko.org


05.06.08-12.06.08

Recycling plastic bags into schools

The cargo company MNG has announced it will be recycling the plastic bags it uses, and will build two schools every month with the proceeds. 

     Speaking in the Black Sea town of Trabzon to announce the firm's education initiative, MNG General Manager Aslan Kut said the company used 20 million plastic bags every month and all of it went to waste. 

  “We all know plastic takes a long time to dissolve in nature. We started a new project to contribute to environment and support education. We will collect these 20 million plastic bags and use the money to build schools where they are needed,” he said. 

  He said they had established 11,000 designated areas to collect the bags. 

  “Our aim is to build two schools every month. The bags we will collect belong to cargo companies. If necessary, we will also seek help from environmental organizations and volunteers.” 
   New law needed for sector: 

   The cargo sector is relatively small in Turkey, said Kut, noting that in European countries it is as large as 10 percent of the Gross National Product. 

  “When we take the world average as a reference, Turkey's cargo and delivery sector should be around $50 billion. However, the organized section of cargo, logistics and courier, in Turkey is worth only $6 billion,” Kut noted. 

  Kut also said the 50-year-old postal law is being used in Turkey to regulate the market, adding, “This needs to change. All the political problems result in the new law being postponed. Because of the old law, the cargo sector does not contribute to the economy as much as it could.” 

  MNG was recently the center of controversy when it was accused of dumping tons of earth into the sea next to a plot on the coast of Aegean Gulf of Güllük where it was building a hotel. The company was fined YTL 21,500 but later local tourism officials handed an award to the company for contributions to tourism. 

No pressure for Kyoto, says minister 

It is Turkey's free will and own decision to join the Kyoto Protocol, not pressure from the European Union, said the environment minister yesterday. 

     “Some say that it is the pressure by the EU that made Turkey decide to ratify the protocol. We made our own decision. There is no pressure,” said Veysel Eroğlu, commenting on Turkey's move to join the protocol. 

  Eroğlu said Turkey had to ratify the protocol as soon as possible and that the decision was comprehensively negotiated together with representatives of the concerned ministries who all approached the decision positively. 

  “It created a great deal of psychological pressure on Turkey not to become a party to the protocol in meetings held with EU countries and some other countries,” Eroğlu said. 

  “We came across questions like ‘Won't you take measures with regard to climate change?' However we already took the necessary precautions. We established a commission on climate change.” 

   He also said Kyoto wouldn't put any burden to Turkey neither in heavy industry nor in other fields adding that Turkey also fulfilled its responsibility in climate change via a series of measures such as planting saplings and utilizing renewable energy sources. 

  Experts meanwhile assume Turkey's political plans forced it to join the protocol. Turkey wished to grab a seat at the 14th Conference of Participants this December and to have a say in the post-Kyoto environmental regime, according to them.  
Alstom to supply Turkish plant

Alstom will supply machines and turbines to build a $600 million dam and hydroelectric station in Turkey with local company Sanko Holding, daily Milliyet reported. Alstom and Sanko signed a contract to form a partnership Thursday in the capital Ankara. The power station will produce an annual 1,000 gigawatt-hours of electricity after construction is completed in about five years, the newspaper said, citing Sanko Chairman Abdülkadir Konukoğlu.

Investors bid for energy 
Doğan Holding and Austria's Verbund are among bidders for power grids the government is selling to boost energy investment and meet surging demand. 

  Verbund yesterday bid with Turkish partner Hacı Ömer Sabancı Holding for both distribution networks the state asset-sales agency is selling. Doğan is also bidding for both grids, located in the capital Ankara and the industrial city of Sakarya, the company said in a statement. The auction will be later this month. 

  The sales are aimed at reducing the government's role in the energy business and to encourage more investment to meet demand that's rising 8 percent annually. Demand is forecast to outstrip national power supply as early as next year. 

  Interest in Turkey's power market is growing after the government raised electricity prices this year for the first time since 2002. It is also introducing an automatic pricing mechanism on July 1 that will set the price of power according to global oil prices, inflation and the YTL's exchange rate. 

  The Sakarya grid serves four provinces and has 1.3 million customers. Verbund said it supplied eight terawatt hours of power last year. The Ankara grid supplied 10 terawatt hours, Verbund said. The asset-sales agency said it received five bids for each of the grids, or 10 bids total.

Demand for sustainable housing increases 

The number of construction projects in the country seeking harmony with nature and offering a sustainable lifestyle with more efficient energy and water usage is gradually increasing. 

  The new projects include the Doğan subsidiary Milpa Group's Milpark Konutları in Istanbul's Esenyurt district; Propa İnşaat's Sarıyer Park; Soyak's Mavişehir project; A-Z Yapı's Meritlife Kent; Doğa Real Estate Agency's Emirgan Evleri, Selenium Country and Doğa Meşepark projects; Teknik Yapı's Dilman Towers; and Sinpaş's Lagün project. 

  Thanks to savings of 250,000 tons of water a day, the Milpark Konutları project could save as much as 50 percent in water consumption annually. Meanwhile, Propa İnşaat has installed solar panels in its Sarıyer Park project to increase energy savings while still creating a luminous atmosphere in the building. Additionally Turkish construction company Soyak has implemented an insulation system and double insulated glass panes in its Mavişehir project. Turkish construction company A-Z Yapı distinguishes domestic solid waste such as paper, plastic, glass, tin from biological waste. 

  Companies are showing concern about the future of natural resources because 30 percent of the country's resources have been exhausted in the last 30 years, posing a threat to the future of construction sector because of the industry's heavy reliance on natural resources. It is, therefore, expected that the issue of environmental sustainability will show up much more frequently in new construction projects. 
Sustainable housing 
Sustainable development is a pattern of resource use that aims to meet human needs while preserving the environment, ensuring that these needs can be met not only in the present but also into the future. The sector requires more financing to construct sustainable housing projects due to the higher price of materials, infrastructure costs and the land-use ratio. It is estimated, however, that the high cost of sustainable housing construction will decline in line with a rise in the number of such projects. 
  Many consumers are becoming conscious of the dire situation of the environment, and are showing an increasing preference for purchasing sustainable houses. Sustainable housing reduces costs and water usage, and offers improved security. Meanwhile, housing investors, though willing to launch nature-sensitive projects, are a bit hesitant about the future of the sustainable housing sector given the high costs associated with it. 

Power firm to raise prices from July 

  Tedaş, Turkey's state electricity distributor, won approval from the energy-markets regulator to raise prices by 12.7 percent from July 1. The price increase applies to electricity purchased by Tetaş, another state electricity company, said Nafiz Kaya, a spokesman for the energy-markets regulator. The increase coincides with the government's plan to introduce an automatic pricing mechanism for power aimed at covering losses at state-run energy companies. 
Bank sale feeds energy and retail investments 

Turkey's Fiba Holding, which sold 46 percent shares in Finansbank for $2.76 billion to the National Bank of Greece (NBG) in 2006, used the money obtained from the sale to invest in several sectors, including energy, retail and shipbuilding, according to the firm's owner. 

  “We have used a portion of the money in energy, retail and shipbuilding investments. We have also added capital to the banks abroad. All money is spent now,” Hüsnü Özyeğin, owner of Fiba Group, said during the opening ceremony of a cinema theater in Gaziantep last week. 











