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Gül approves bill on planned nuclear plants 

President Abdullah Gül has approved a bill setting the legal framework for the country's first nuclear power plants, his office said in a written statement . 

The legislation, which had been vetoed by Gül's predecessor Ahmet Necdet Sezer in May, authorises the energy ministry to run and finalise tenders for the construction of nuclear power plants and decide on their capacity and location. 

It provides for public institutions to build the plants if there is no interest from the private sector. 

The government has said it plans to build three nuclear plants with a total capacity of about 5,000 megawatts to become operational in 2012 in a bid to prevent a possible energy shortage and reduce dependence on foreign energy supplies. 

But the plan and the possible location of one of the reactors – Sinop, a Black Sea coast city 435 kilometers northeast of Ankara – triggered protests from residents and environmentalists. 

Turkey abandoned earlier plans to build a nuclear plant in July 2000 amid financial difficulties and protests from environmentalists in Turkey and neighboring Greece and Cyprus. Opponents argued that the proposed site – Akkuyu, on the Mediterranean coast – was only 25 kilometres from a seismic fault line.

Greenpeace reacts to plans for nuclear plants 

The vital error of not providing incentives for renewable energy resources should be resolved immediately in executing the law on “the Construction and Administration of Nuclear Power Plants and Energy Sales,” the general manager of Greenpeace Mediterranean region said yesterday. 

The disasters that global warming will cause in Turkey and the world should be seriously considered by all, said Ahmet Bektaş. He accused the government and president for being unaware of the urgency of the situation. Just like United Nations General Secretary Ban Ki-moon has spoken about the urgency of taking action on climate change, Bektaş said, “the changing climate is the biggest challenge to our generation.” 

The new nuclear law provides 15 years of purchasing guarantee to nuclear power plants and coal thermal power plants without setting a maximum price, Bektaş said. “Nowhere in the world are such incentives provided for using a type of energy with this kind of heavy environmental and health costs and burdens. Moreover, the council of ministers directly provides funding incentives,” he said. 

We have cleaner, healthier and inter-convertible energy alternatives, such as the sun, said Bektaş, adding, “we have no time to spend with dead ends like nuclear and coal energy.” He also said though Turkey has as much potential for solar energy as the potential electric energy planned to be obtained from coal and nuclear power plants, there are no incentives for solar energy. “If the government wants to serve the people, they should overview their policies,” he said.

Western border battles flood 

Turkey’s main border gate with Europe, Kapıkule, is partially closed due to flooding, with heavy rains expected to wreak more havoc across most of the country

Turkey's Edirne province, 150 kilometers west of Istanbul, has become the scene of severe flooding following the release of excess water from Bulgarian dams, with road access being cut off in certain parts of the region. The Meriç (Meritza) Arda and Tunca rivers burst their banks yesterday, flooding the Ardakule, Sarayiçi and Balkan cemeteries regions. It was also reported that the Orhaniye-Elçili highway was closed. 

The Edirne Governor's Office said the rate of water flow in the Meriç early yesterday was 1,300 cubic meters per second, with the expectation that it will reach 1,500 by night. The office said the normal rate of water flow for the river was 600 cubic meters per second. Authorities closed the Pazarkule border gate with Greece. The main border gate with Europe, Kapıkule on the border with Bulgaria, was closed to light vehicles. Those intending to leave the country through that gate were directed to the Hamzabeyli border gate. A possibility of Kapıkule being closed to all traffic existed, authorities said. 

Environment minister ready to remove obstacles for businessmen 

From now on, I am your guiding light, I am your servant, says environment minister to a group of businessmen.

  

Civil service bureaucracy is tying the hands of business and more effort should me made for better collaboration between the public and private sectors, Environment and Tourism Minister Veysel Eroğlu said during a meeting of businessmen over the weekend. 

Speaking at the Developing Western Mediterranean Economy Foundation (BAGEV) 2007 Autumn Summit held in Antalya, Eroğlu said the obstacles blocking the way for businessmen to develop their companies should be removed. 

“Raise my emission limits, then I’ll ratify”

Turkey is finally ready to ratify the Kyoto Protocol that expires in four years time, on one condition which is to have the right to raise the emission limits 

Turkey to produce Bordeaux wines 

Climate change this time will be an advantabe for Turkey. Professor Adnan Şişman, who has learned that France will not be able to produce its famou Bordeaux wines of the in coming years, has initiated work to produce these wines in Turkey
Solid Waste Project got EU support

Istanbul Metropolitan, Buyukcekmece, Zeytinburnu, Adalar Municipilaties signed the project on recycling of solid wastes with Stockholm and Nacka Municipalities. There will be information transfer with the Swedish committee on residential and solid waste recycling, efficient environment protection and economical conversion of solid wastes.

14 tons of waste batteries have been collected in Ankara

A campaign to collect waste batteries for recycling was organized by TAPDER (Battery Manufacturers and Importers Association) in the schools of Ankara to create environmental awareness among children. 14 tons of waste batteries have been collected in 4 months from the schools and taken over by TAPDER so as to be disposed.

Cloud Seeding Method from the Metropolitan Municipality

Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Mayor Kadir Topbaş cited that the cloud seeding plane rented from the US will analyze the atmosphere of the city and create more rainfall over the dams by leading the clouds towards there. 

Another power plant would be our grave

People of Yatagan who suffered from major respiratory diseases and cancer due to the air pollution caused by the coal-fired power plant are reacting against the plans of a second coal-fired power plant that is to be constructed by a private company.

We cannot protect our forests

Turkey, a party to the Convention on Biological Diversity, is only capable of protecting 4% of its forests. According to the convention this rate should be raised to 10% by 2010.
4 thousand trees more to be cut down

Ahmet Gedikağaoğlu, the regional director of Antalya Forests, mentioned that 111 thousand 400 trees had been cut down in the past two years so as to make space for golf fields and there will be 4 thousand more to be cut down. 

2 million trees will be planted on blasted forest grounds

In Bodrum and Milas, 2 million trees will be planted on the forest grounds vanished due to the fires of the past years.

Green cars get low taxes

Environment Ministry is collaborating with Ministries of Transportation and Finance to implement a taxing system for automobiles that is based on emission rates not engine capacities.
There will be no more partridges in Gökçeada

Ministry of Environment and Forestry has announced Gökçeada, the major reserve for the partridges, “the sample hunting ground”. It is claimed that the ministry has illicitly rented the island for 30 thousand TRY for ten years to a private company that has no experience in organizing hunts. If this action would not be stopped there will be 4972 partridges dead every year.
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