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Ankara residents consume 'undrinkable' water, experts warn 

Ankara residents have been consuming contaminated water from Kızılırmak River for the past three weeks, but are unaware of it, the capital's mayor told a press conference Wednesday. “Ankara citizens have been drinking water brought from Kızılırmak River for the last 21 days and they didn't notice any difference in the taste. Bon appetit!” Melih Gökçek said. 

  The municipality insisted on transporting water from the Kızılırmak despite warnings by experts who said the river is dangerously contaminated and that it cannot be purified with the existing technology. The said the water is "undrinkable." Referring to why he waited so long to announce that Ankara was consuming water from Kızılırmak River, Gökçek said “I apologize for following such a way. If I announced it earlier, some organizations and political parties would hold meetings where they would claim that the number of the diarrhea cases has increased. I am now happy that I destroyed their plans.” “Some may say that the effects of the water can be observed some months later. A mayor should be a betrayer if he gives undrinkable water to his people,” he said. 

  Gökçek said the main problem with the water is the high sulfate parameters. The municipality plans to blend Kızılırmak's water with clean water. Experts maintain, however, that it is an unhygienic solution given the fact that Kızılırmak's water is chemically polluted.   

 While experts consider Gökçek's late announcement "unethical," Çankaya Mayor Muzaffer Eryılmaz said in a written statement released yesterday that Gökçek is responsible for all types of water-related health problems. “This kind of a situation can't be seen in any developed country of the world. What Gökçek did is an insult to a human beings and Ankara. What and why do you hide?” he said. “It is a typical attitude of Gökçek who make people drink water the problems of which are unknown, and to explain it with irrational excuse while ignoring scientific criteria.  

Turkey is in the risk group
Like Central Asian countries, Turkey is in the risk group of the countries potentially affected by global warming, said Environment and Forestry Minister Veysel Eroğlu during the regional meeting of the fifth World Water Forum in the Kyrgyz capital Bishkek yesterday. “International cooperation opportunities must be increased for better water management,” he said.

Philanthropists meet in Istanbul

The giants of charitable foundations from all over the world will gather in Istanbul today at the general assembly of the European Foundation Center, or EFC, which is an independent meeting point of European and world foundations. 

   More than 650 foundations, including charity and social project giants like the Ford Foundation, Rockefeller Brothers Fund, Soros Foundation, Center for European Policy Studies, and Deutsche Bank AG, will discuss the idea of “creativity” at the conference. 

  As foundations have great freedom of movement, they have an important role in facilitating social, cultural, scientific and technological change, says the Web site of the EFC, describing the theme of the conference. “Fostering creativity” is the theme of the gathering, which aims to help foundations assume an active role in encouraging social, cultural and scientific change. 

  The conference poses a number of vital questions. Are foundations ready to move toward a long-term role serving as intermediary institutions that work toward change, or are there limits on taking on more ambitious projects? How do foundations update, recreate and redefine their agendas? And how can they positively impact on society's openness and creativity? 

  The Turkish Third Sector Foundation, or TÜSEV, together with other foundations like the Aydın Doğan Foundation, Asım Kocabıyık Culture and Art Foundation, Hüsnü Özyeğin Foundation, İhsan Doğramacı Foundation, Vehbi Koç Foundation and Foundations General Directorate, are hosting the event. The conference will be held at the Swiss Hotel, and will run through May 31

European development aid good

The financial assistance provided to EU candidates used to be considered a burden, said State Minister and Deputy Prime Minister Nazım Ekren yesterday, adding that this understanding has been abandoned. The minister was speaking at the “Future of EU integration politics and Turkey” conference, organized by the Prime Ministry's State Planning Organization, or DPT, and financed by the EU. Ekren added that development agencies are being established in 26 cities in order to reduce disparities in development. Turk elected for ECYavuz Mildon was elected the President of the European Commission's Congress of Local and Regional Authorities according to a statement released by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs yesterday. Mildon is a member of the Çannakkale municipality's general assembly and is now the highest ranked elected Turkish individual in the European Commission. 

Turkey to take 'important steps' on Kyoto Protocol

The United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and Kyoto Protocol are the most effective tools for sustainable development and Turkey is getting ready to assume its responsibilities as a party to the U.N. convention, said President Abdullah Gül Saturday. 

   Speaking at the annual conference of the World Wildlife Fund, or WWF, held in the Aegean resort town of Bodrum, Gül said developing countries should do their best on the way to sustainable development and take lessons from industrialized countries. “Industrialized countries should take developing countries' concerns and expectations into account,” he added. 

  “It is the common responsibility of all countries to act rapidly and resolutely against global threats such as global warming and climate change,” Gül said, adding the conference of the WWF would yield favorable results on global climate change, the most vital social and economic problem. 

  WWF, which has more than six million supporters in over 100 countries, has been holding its annual conferences in different countries every year to set international priorities and approaches to wildlife protection. More than 200 chairpersons and high-level officials of WWF from 56 countries discussed global climate change at this year's meeting in Bodrum.

Symbol of Insuyu 'Lake Dilek' dries up

Lake Dilek, or the wishing lake, a symbol of the Mediterranean city of Burdur, has dried up. 

 The lake was located in İnsuyu Cave, which became, in 1996, the first cave in Turkey to be opened to tourism. The cave, which is located on the Antalya-Burdur road, is also home to a six-meter stalagmite, the longest in Turkey.Thousands of people who once threw money into the lake while visiting the cave cannot do so anymore. The 550 drillings, which were made to provide water to agricultural areas around the cave, have been determined as the reason for the drought that caused the lake's demise. 

  “As well as the general drought in the country, the drillings in the vicinity of the İnsuyu Cave were also the cause of the drying of the lake,” said Bahattin Üzgaş, director of the Special Provincial Administration. “There is also a danger of a decrease in the river basin that provides drinking water to the town of Burdur. Measures should be taken as soon as possible to prevent a possible water shortage in the summer,” he said. Burdur TEDAŞ (Turkish Electricity Utility) manager, Paşa Çalı, said the drip irrigation method should be used in the region to save water. “In this way, some 70 percent of water reserves could be saved. This method will also eliminate the negative effects of excessive watering of the soil,” he added.  

Black Sea fishing on final voyage?

Overfishing and lifting of the ban on catching anchovy in Georgian waters hit Turkish fishermen. Cheap 'hamsi' forces local fishermen to dump tons of excess fish as garbage. Excessive fishing and lifting of the ban on catching anchovy in Georgian waters have caused the heavily indebted Turkish fishery sector to loose serious amounts of money. 

The sector was already in dire straits due to excessive fishing, pollution in seas and global warming. Lifting of the ban on fishing of anchovy, or hamsi in Turkish, in Georgian waters prompted Turkish fishermen to flock there. Result is excessive fishing and tons of unsold fish in 20 fish houses located in Istanbul and the Black Sea provinces. Fishermen had to throw away the excessive amount of fish in stock when they could not sell them simply because Turkish consumers like fresh fish. This year, about 20,000 tons of anchovies were stocked in fish houses after being frozen, said Ali Güney, deputy chairman of the Fishery Products Cooperative Society in Istanbul. The anchovy stocks remained in the hands of fisherman, causing great financial loss to them, after the ban on fishing in Georgian waters was lifted. 

  Fishermen are currently in financial dire straits; they cannot pay their debts to Ziraat Bank, said Güney, adding, they have applied to the bank and asked for an extension for payment of their debts

Boncuk Bay in Gökova Gulf is preparing for shark tourism 

Boncuk Bay in the Gulf of Gökova in the Aegean town of Muğla, which was declared a protected site in 1991 due to its sandbar sharks, has been closed to tourists. With the closure decision, tours to the bay were canceled and now the bay is reading to open to shark tourism in the upcoming months

Boncuk Bay, located within the official borders of Çamlıköy Village in the Mediterranean resort town of Marmaris, was declared a protected site in 1990. Last year, officials from the Environment and Forest Ministry, Dokuz Eylül University's Faculty of Fisheries, and the Underwater Research Society, or SAD, carried out some examinations in the bay. 

  Following the examinations, the Environmental Protection Agency for Special Areas declared Boncuk Bay a protected area since it is home to Carcharhinus Plumbeus, sandbar sharks. 

  Currently, Boncuk Bay is closed to tourism activity. Officials have placed a number of buoys in the water to restrict boat cruises, fishing, swimming, and scuba diving in the bay. Entry to the bay both from the land and the sea has been barred. 

Boncuk Bay is the only spot in the Mediterranean and the second in the world for proliferation of sandbar sharks that do not pose any danger to humans. Foreign tourists who come to the bay now have to change their destination to neighbouring resort towns simply because they cannot enter the bay.
Turkish fish farms might move to Algeria 

Fish farmers are not content with conditions of aquaculture in Turkey. Bureaucratic procrastination in official transactions, expensive fuel products and fish farm rents are among the biggest problems they face. They plan to move to Algerian shores in case the present circumstances are not dealt with. Fish farms in Turkey are undergoing a silent transformation nowadays, however, continuing problems are leading owners to think of relocating their businesses abroad. 
   They have been the topic of a longtime debate whether their location negatively affects tourism activity in resort towns. Not long ago, they moved further offshore. Fish in these farms are now fed through latest technological methods and exported to different parts of the world. The latest technology utilized in fish farms in Turkey has also attracted the attention of foreign investors, said Hakan Adamcıl, fish farms director of Kılıç Group, a prominent actor in Turkey's aquaculture market. 

  Turkey's annual level of aquaculture products export is about $400 million. According to figures provided by the Muğla Fish Farmers Association, 22 percent of all fishery products in Turkey are produced through aquaculture. The annual total production amount in aquaculture is 118,000 tons, while total number of fish farms is 1,781. The sector's need for baby fish is met by 20 nurseries, where about 220 million baby fish are produced each year. According to the Muğla Fish Farmers Association, in case the sector's problems are solved, annual export levels might reach $1 billion while annual production will increase to 200,000 tons in the short run and to 600,000 tons in the long run. 

  The growing Turkish aquaculture market has attracted Greek investors mostly in recent years, said Ufuk Akbıyık, director of the Muğla Fish Farmers Association. Greek share in the domestic aquaculture market is currently 35 percent. What prompts Greeks to take an interest in Turkish fish farms is the low level of domestic consumption of fish produced in aquaculture farms. Currently, only 30 percent of fish produced in fish farms are consumed in Turkey. The remaining 70 percent is exported due to low domestic demand. Turkish fish farmers export their products mainly to European countries such as Italy, Spain, Germany, Greece, the Netherlands and the United Kingdom. Fish consumption is currently 8.6 kilograms per capita in Turkey while it averages 16 kilograms in the world. 

Energy certificate to become obligatory
Recently the most important factor affecting the future of investors' decisions in Istanbul has become the construction of earthquake-proof apartments. The security of the building and its location can also be counted as other important factors. 

  Considering the severe effects of global warming, investors are also concerned about the apartment's energy consumption levels. Starting next year, the Greater Istanbul Municipality will start providing energy identification certificates that will include information on the apartment's energy needs and consumption levels. 

  We will not allow the completion of new projects without energy identification certificate, said Durmuş Topçu, chairman of the Heat Insulation Foundation (IYD). “Turkey, which meets 70 percent of its energy needs through imports, will save $7 billion annually if use of heat insulation systems is expanded further,” noted Topçu.











