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İzmir International Fair opens for 77th time 
The 77th İzmir International Fair opens today with a ceremony to be held in the Aegean city's Lozan Square. The fair will run until Aug. 31 and will feature, to name a few, a folk songs festival, a world cuisines festival and a beach volleyball tournament. 

  Some 1,000 commercial firms from 24 countries plan to attend the traditional international fair, which will host various cultural and artistic activities and events. Cuba, one of the world's leading countries in medicines and vaccines, will be this year's guest of honor. 

  The theme of the fair this year is global warming and climate change. The activities organized will reflect the theme and encourage the public to take action against the heating of the globe. 

  The meeting of world countries will be like a heaven of flowers. Municipal representatives have painted the fair area with colors by bringing thousands of flowers, including ice flowers and fire flowers. In particular, a “star” theme has been created with the flowers in Basmane Square

ZMO criticizes the privatization of Yalova Atatürk Agricultural Enterprise

The chairman of the Chamber of Agricultural Engineers, or ZMO, has criticized a recent decision to privatize the Yalova Atatürk Agricultural Enterprise. 

  ZMO, currently belongs to the Agricultural Enterprises General Directorate, or TİGEM, which will continue to have operating rights to the agricultural enterprise according to the decision. Gökhan Günaydın underlined that the decision concerning the privatization of immovable assets belonging to the Yalova Atatürk Agricultural Enterprise was published in the Official Gazette and hence had came into force. “Those who have an eye on the fertile lands have made use of a different method to transgress the legal decisions,” Günaydın said. 

  “TİGEM will continue to have the operating rights to the agricultural enterprise, while the immovable assets belonging to the agricultural enterprise will be privatized within a year according the decision by the Prime Ministry's Supreme Privatization Board (OYK). Hence, the document, which underlines that TİGEM will be eligible for the operating right of the agricultural enterprise, aims at misguiding public opinion,” Günaydın said. 

  “The land will be opened to settlement in the aftermath of the privatization process, in contradiction of the will of [Mustafa Kemal] Atatürk (founder of the Turkish Republic). This process might in turn pave the way for the opening of the area to Gulf capital and the construction of the hotels financed by Gulf capital,” he added. 

  Günaydın also noted that ZMO will apply to the court for the abrogation of OYK's decision. 

  Atatürk established the farm in Yalova by purchasing the land and administered the farm himself until 1937. Afterwards, he handed the land over to the nation for farming and growing of fruit. Authorities wanted to sell off the land in 2005; however the Tarım-İş Union and ZMO applied to the court and prevented the disposal of the land.

EU ambassadors to support Turkey at sea

European Union countries, relieved at the decision by the top court to spare the ruling party and its promise of stability, are preparing to support Turkey with an unusual show. 

  Ambassadors from EU countries will attend the Bosporus race to be held on the last day of Cap Istanbul, the biggest open sea sailing competition on the Mediterranean. The plan is for each ambassador to tour the Bosporus aboard a sailboat, delivering the message “Turkey is a European country.” 

  Cap Istanbul, regarded as the Formula 1 of the sea, will start in Nice on Sept. 14 and end in Istanbul on Oct. 11 with a magnificent ceremony on the Bosporus. Preparations have started for the Bosporus show with French Ambassador to Ankara Bernard Emie meeting ambassadors one by one to persuade them to participate in the “Bosporus pleasure.” 

  Cumali Varer, owner of Olay Nautic and head of the Cap Istanbul organizing committee, said the event was one of the most important maritime organizations of Europe and played an important role in the improvement of EU-Turkey relations. 

  “Mr. Emie wants to transform the last section of Istanbul into a Bosporus show by EU ambassadors. We are currently in contact with them,” he said. 

  Varer said the number of applicants rose from 17 to 51 this year, but that they had to limit the number to 35 participants. 

  “There has been 100 percent increase in participation. This is partly due to people learning that the Mediterranean is a great racetrack for professional sailing,” he said. “But I think Turkey's EU accession efforts are at least as responsible for the increased attention to our race,” he said. 

  Varer said Cap Istanbul would also create an important market, saying a total of 7.3 million euros would be spent during the activities. He said they plan to spend 2.8 million euros for VIP parties and dinners, 3.5 million euros for the boats' expenses and 1 million euros for the activities in lap cities. The race, which will take the 35 racers together with their sponsors to Istanbul, will also be a great opportunity for the establishment of new economic ties. 

  Stressing that foreign firms sponsoring the boats wanted to promote economic ties with Turkey, Varer said, “These firms would not spend this much money for the race if they had not made plans to invest in Turkey. The participation of 35 firms can be read as, ‘We want to advertise in Turkey.'” 

Agricultural foreign trade gap rises dramatically 

Turkey's foreign trade indicators for the first half of the year disclosed a record increase in agricultural import products, according to the head of a business organization in the southwestern city of Denizli. 

  Data released by the Turkish Statistical Institute, or TÜİK, on July 31 revealed that imports of agricultural products for the first half of the year rose 53.4 percent compared to the same period of 2007, increasing from nearly $2.35 billion to $3.6 billion, said İbrahim Gür, president of the Denizli Chamber of Agricultural Engineers. 

  Exports of agricultural products rose by 11.8 percent from $1.61 billion to $1.8 billion, he said. “Foreign trade deficit in agriculture for the first half of this year reached $1.802 billion on the basis of these data,” Gür said.

İzmir's water safer now

The abnormally high level of arsenic in İzmir's water has returned to an acceptable level, according to analysis results announced Saturday by the governor's office. 

  The level of arsenic, which spiked due to drought and a decrease in the level of underground water, was especially high in the Sarıkız and Göksu water reservoirs in Manisa, the district that provides most of the water needed in İzmir. 

  The amount of arsenic, which should be 10 micrograms in one liter of water, this year increased up to 59 micrograms in the Göksu bores and up to 32 micrograms in the Sarıkız bores. As a result of this increase in the arsenic level, the municipality closed the two reservoirs and started to distribute water from the Tahtalı dam to the Karşıyaka Bornova region. 

  The İzmir Metropolitan Municipality said the arsenic levels were just one point above the standard after five rounds of analysis from collecting water samples from 20 different places in the city July 2, July 9, July 18, and August 11. 

  Observing that the arsenic level has decrease to the standard levels in the analysis relieved the authorities. The arsenic value in the water was determined as 11.4 micrograms per liter in Bayraklı, 11.8 micrograms in Karşıyaka Örnekköy and 10.7 micrograms in Bornova.
Century-old olive trees saved by young businessman

Shocked by the destruction of a forest of ancient olive trees amid the environmental degradation of a coal mine, a young businessman from Datça has initiated an extraordinary eco-project. 

  Building engineer Timur Kabaklarlı, 32, now owns 1,500 olive trees after seeing the centuries-old trees being cut for coal mining. During a business trip to Bodrum in February, Kabaklarlı stopped off to see the ancient city of Stratoika, near the Yeşilbağcılar town of Yatağan. 

  “I was chatting with a guard and he told me about a nearby coal mine. I had never seen a coal mine, so I went to check it out,” Kabaklarlı said. “The scene was terrifying! Bulldozers and trucks were everywhere. The trees were being destroyed one after the other. The villagers were bustling around to save at least the bodies of their olive trees to sell to local bakeries.” 

  After the first shock, our young businessman thought that he must help those old olive trees survive. Although he had no experience with olive planting, he decided to buy some of the oldest trees from the villagers. However, it was not easy to leave the rest to be cut, which were aged 50 to 400 years. After all the bargaining, he found that he had 1,500 trees to move from the mining area. 

  It took three months to prepare the trees to move to Datça, where Kabaklarlı arrange a large property to replant them. To Kabaklarlı's great fortune, he had friends who import special pots for young trees, and for the large trees, they could produce customized giant pots. To date, Kabaklarlı has invested nearly YTL 600,000, although his hopes for the future of the trees are even greater. 

  He explained his future plans in front of the small olive forest in Datça: 

  “We have been trying to grow these ancient trees using the banzai technique,” said Kabaklarlı, as he stood admiring his small olive tree forest in Datça. “They are already wild, not fertile for olive farming, but this was not my purpose. I just wanted to protect them. And now, we will do our best for these beautiful trees. 

  “I hope we can use them to beautify our environment, as we might with artful sculptures,” he said. 

  Satisfied with the sight of the olive trees alive alone, he has no commercial doubts with his project. He thinks it will take many years to see the result of  his project. Many people could not believe and warned him from the beginning. But now, he receives hundreds of calls from different parts of the country paying respect to his environmental efforts and offering help. 

  “And I tell them, ‘Yes, you can help, but please not through me. There are still other olive trees waiting to be saved from the coal mining area. Just but one or two and it will be the greatest help for our environment,'” Kabaklarlı said. 

  One of Kabaklarlı's close friends assisting in the project is botanist Şanver Gür. He thinks this is a “crazy” project. 

  “People may think we are crazy, no problem. There are always some crazy men in the world backing crazy projects like this one,” Gür said. “But, no one could let those olive trees be destroyed. They never die in natural ways, but only at the hands of humans. They are a real treasure for us. Now, we are trying to shape them using banzai techniques, which will take a long time and a lot of money, but in the end they will be very special trees.” 

  Besides the 1,500 olive trees, Kabaklarlı has been growing 150 Datça palm trees, an endemic plant of which there are only 500 remaining in Turkey. He is planning to give them to his town Datça in about 20 years once they have grown enough.
Protection is goal of 'Adopt A Sea Turtle' campaign

The Turkish branch of the World Wild Fund, or WWF, once again plans to provide funding to guard newborn sea turtles by soliciting donations to their “Adopt A Sea Turtle” campaign. 

  Sea turtles coming to Mediterranean coasts to lay eggs face many difficulties, said the head of the project, Talya Enriquez, the private NTV/MSNBC news site reported. Environmental pollution, fishing in nesting areas, unplanned tourism, increased building and harmful exposure to light are among the difficulties turtles endure, sometimes resulting in their deaths.  

  “The campaign assists in the survival of turtles. With donations from the public, 2,600 sea turtles have been adopted since 2006. This season, approximately 25-30,000 newborn turtles will reach the sea from the Adana-Akyatan coast and many from Antalya-Çıralı coast. By donating YTL 10, you can adopt one of them and help them to stay alive,” Enriquez said. 

   Enriquez explained that work to protect turtles takes place between June and September each year. The sea turtle research, observation and protection process begin at 5:30 am every morning. The researchers monitor the turtles' nests, collect information about them and, by placing them in above-sand cages, try to control predators. During the hatching of baby turtles, the team looks after young turtles and ensures they reach the sea safely.

OECD report guides the path from
Turkey, whose recent economic performance gives reason to be optimistic, needs to walk a thorny path to shift from “post-crisis recovery” and secure a new phase of sustainable high growth, says the chief economist at the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, or OECD. The reports by the OECD were deemed useful for making Turkish economic policy, he said










