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Sea used as dumpsite
A campaign to clean the sea by the Datça Society for Environment and Tourism, or DAÇEV, has proven that the sea is often used as a dumpsite. 

  Six divers have now removed three tons of garbage from Turkish waters, varying from tires to cell phones and iron pipes. The garbage was loaded onto a tractor and carried to the town's landfill. 

  DAÇEV Chairman Yolande Aydemir, a Swede who has been living in Turkey for 35 years, said the only way to protect the seas is to implement environmental consciousness. You may put warning signs against dumping in the sea, but that will not work, she said. That is why we organize seminars in schools on the importance of protecting the environment. Those kids will be environmental volunteers when they grow up.
Turkey ranks the third in Blue Flag Project
Turkey ranks third after Spain and Greece in the number of blue flags in marinas and beaches, according to participants at a meeting of the Blue Flag project. 

  The international blue flag coordinators meeting, organized by the International Environment Education Foundation, or FEE, and hosted by the Turkey Environment Education Foundation, or TÜRÇEV, was held over the weekend in Antalya's Manavgat district. Over 60 coordinators from 45 different countries attended the meeting. Blue flags are a marker of beaches that employ sound environmental policy.

   Turkey ranks third after Spain and Greece in the number of blue flags in marinas and beaches. Turkey became a member country 10 years ago and has now turned into one of the countries that best apply the criteria of blue flag, said Bolding Thomsen, CEO of FEE. 

  Pointing out that interest in the Blue Flag Project, which started in European countries 10 years ago, is on the increase, Thomsen also noted that among the countries wanting to acquire blue flags are New Zealand, Canada and the Caribbean.   

  We will focus on educational works to develop environmental sensitivity and consciousness, which is best exemplified by the Green Key Project, added Thomsen. 

  Highlighting that Turkey has become closely involved with the Blue Flag project, Rıza Epikmen, chairman of TÜRÇEV, added, Many tourism facilities and marinas in Turkey compete with each other to acquire a blue flag. This is an important progress for both Turkey and tourism. Our aim is to rank first in the number of blue flags. It is a must to own clean coasts to achieve sustainability in tourism. 

World Economic Forum meets in Istanbul
The World Economic Forum, or WEF, is to hold a special "Europe and Central Asia" meeting at a crucial location in what are crucial economic times. 

  The meeting, a first of its kind, starts today in Istanbul and continues through Saturday.

  In choosing Istanbul to hold the meetings, the WEF referred to the city as "a place that symbolizes the merging of continents and civilizations and is the epitome of economic buoyancy." The meeting brings together international and regional business leaders, government representatives and media personnel, along with cultural and religious leaders from across Europe, Turkey, Russia, Central Asia and the Middle East to "explore the common challenges faced by the regions and to map the path toward a common collaborative future." 

  The event-packed meeting, which convenes under the theme "Confronting Challenges in Defining a Collaborative Future," has three goals: 

  1. Examine business opportunities in the regions and define strategies to compete with the influence of Asian economies in the wake of global economic slowdown. 

  2. Address cross-regional challenges, uncertainties and conflicting interests and set the regional geopolitical and security agenda. 

  3. Advance intercultural and inter-religious dialogue as a precondition for prosperity, stability and security across the regions. 

Turkey as potential leader: 

  The "four synergic pillars" that the whole program will revolve around includes Turkey, with itself cited as a potential leader. 

  These pillars are business opportunities, energy security, Central Asia and Turkey's leadership role in the region. 

  Founded 37 years ago, the WEF calls itself "an independent, international organization incorporated as a Swiss not-for-profit foundation." On its Web site, the organization says its aim is to create "a world-class corporate governance system where values are as important a basis as rules" and also puts emphasis on social development as well as economic progress. 

  The forum is sometimes called the "Davos Club," in reference to its first meeting in 1971 in Davos, Switzerland, under the leadership of German-born Klaus Schwab. 

  The most striking – and controversial – argument made by the WEF is that it claims the key challenges of our times "cannot be met by governments, business or civil society alone," and builds itself as a platform for "continuous interaction with peers and with the most knowledgeable people in the field." It has been referred to as "the club of the wealthy" and subject to conspiracy theories that involve heads of states or governments "visiting Davos" to receive new orders from what theorists suggest is the global government. 

Antalya tackles noise problem
Noise pollution in Antalya can primarily be attributed to older Russian aircraft, which should not be allowed to land at the southern city's airport, a state airport administration official said over the weekend.  

  A study conducted in the districts neighboring the Antalya International Airport showed that the aircraft noise goes up to 108 decibels. For this reason, the noisy aircrafts should not be allowed to land during the night, Mustafa Karaman, chairman of the Antalya Chamber of Mechanical Engineers, or MMO, said over the weekend at a panel titled The Problem of Noise Pollution in Antalya and Possible Solutions.

  The aircraft noise in Antalya basically stems from the 30-year-old Russian aircrafts with four engines, explained Selahattin Kunt, Antalya deputy manager of the State Airport Administration, or DHMİ. The only solution to the noise problem is to prevent these aircrafts from entering Turkey, as many European countries do, since new aircrafts are equipped with advanced technologies that allow them to operate more quietly, he said. 

  More than 3,000 petitions from area residents have been sent to the Ministry of Transportation, he said. 

  The normal noise level is 65 decibels during the day and 55 decibels during the night, according to the Noise Control Regulations; however, the noise around the Antalya Airport is at such a high level that it risks human life, and it is on the increase, Karaman said. 

  The residents have told us that they have difficulty sleeping, suffer from stress and many other health problems, and their children wake up in terror in the middle of the night because of the aircraft noise, which has triggered psychological disorders for the Antalya people residing in the Lara district, he noted.  

  Highlighting that the number of aircraft using the Antalya Airport has increased with larger numbers of tourists visiting the city which is expected to amount to 20 million in 2020 -- Karaman said: Unless serious precautions are taken, the noise tends to increase in the district, which will make the Lara district an unfavorable place to live. The precautions should include making a strategic noise map of the districts on the take off and landing routes for the aircraft, prohibiting aircrafts to fly within a close distance and making it compulsory to ensure noise isolation in those areas exceeding 65 to 76 decibels.

  The children living in the area neighboring the airport tend to suffer from learning difficulties, while the adults generally have high blood pressure, beside many other diseases. The residents are also exposed to the fumes, which aggravates nervousness. A noise of 140 decibels harms the cortex, tympanum besides leading to hearing loss, ringing in the ears, cardiovascular diseases and insomnia, said profesor Necati Dedeoğlu, head of the department of community health at Akdeniz University. 

  Altunay Perendeci, assistant professor at the department of environmental engineering at Anatolia University, underlined that aircraft noise has adverse effects on biological diversity, flora and wildlife in the district. 

  An environmental management systems should be formed, airport and transportation planning should be created, and some changes to aircraft routes should be implemented, Perendeci added.
Security around İmralı Island nurtures underwater life
 The high security measures surrounding İmralı Island, where the jailed leader of the outlawed Kurdistan Workers' Party, or PKK, is being kept, have nurtured underwater life in the area. 

   The high security measures executed around the island, whereby big ships and fishing boats are not allowed to enter, has nurtured underwater life, according to Raşit Kırkayak, an executive of the Triton Diving Center in İzmir.  

  Convicted terrorist leader Abdullah Öcalan will be kept in a special prison in İmralı Island for nine years. The area is a high-security zone, where cargo carriers and fishing boats are not allowed to enter. 

  Kırkayak said they have observed significant underwater life around İmralı and a lot of other researchers have come to similar conclusions. This means our seas can come alive again once they are protected. Coral formation in the area has started again. We can say that the underwater life in the area has changed completely.
 Sea polluters to be watched via satellite
 In the battle against sea pollution, Aegean authorities continue to treat waste from thousands of boats as they call for environmental sensitivity. Their next move, however, may be to enlist a spy in the sky.

  Authorities are considering putting the popular bays of Göcek, Ölüdeniz, Fethiye, Akyaka, Marmaris, Bodrum and Datça under satellite surveillance to expose boats and yachts that are polluting the sea. 

  The Göcek mayor Recep Şatır told the Anatolia news agency that the municipality was working with the Turkish Maritime Environment Protection Association, or TURMEPA to battle pollution. TURMEPA has a boat traveling the bays all day, collecting bilge from boats that we then transfer to our waste treatment facility. said Şatır. 

  Şatır said Göcek's four marinas host approximately 1,000 boats during summer and winter. Additionally, 15,000 to 20,000 boats visit Göcek's bays every year. It is the duty of everyone to preserve the environment from the wastes of these boats. Şatır asked for sensitivity from every boat owner visiting the area, explaining that pollution makes everybody's lives more difficult. 

Satellite surveillance 

  Ahmet Çalca, mayor of Akyaka, said they have a biological purification plant in town built by the Environmental Protection Agency for Special Areas, or EPASA. This facility has the capacity to purify a cesspool being used by 25,000 people. There are no other purification plants at Gökova Bay. Çalca, too, called for sensitivity from everyone to preserve natural beauty for future generations. 

  According to environmental agreements, fishing and touring boats must deliver waste to licensed firms. Coast guards are constantly checking cruise boats for documents proving they are compliant, said Çalca, adding that boat owners who drop waste into the sea may be fined up to YTL 35,000.

  Çalca said it is possible to detect sea-polluting boats with satellite surveillance. He said Ahmet Altıparmak, governor of Muğla, came up with the idea and work is in progress to detect sea polluters instantly.











