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Warning about 'global hunger' comes with boats, truck

Two of the country's prominent environmental organizations have teamed up for a cross-country campaign to raise awareness about global warming and climate change using two alternatively-fueled boats. The Turkish Foundation for Combating Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats, or TEMA, and the Foundation for a Clean Sea, or TURMEPA, addressed the public at a meeting held yesterday in Göcek in the province of Muğla to kick off the donation campaign.

  TEMA and TURMEPA, which will be traveling across Turkey in two alternatively-fueled boats and a truck, will try to raise awareness of global warming by reaching out to 810,000 people in 81 cities. "In the future we will need what's underwater to overcome our hunger, and we will be too late because they will be polluted," said TUREMPA Head Manager Levent Ballar.  Ballar said that as a part of the project the two groups will travel on the Black and Mediterranean seas in two alternatively-fueled boats to try to raise people's consciousness about global warming. 

  "Global warming is the most important issue of our time and we are somehow trying to resist to the climate change. We are trying to explain this to our people. We endure the temperature that should be felt during August. It has a negative impact on vegetables and agriculture. The drought is exorbitant. If these global problems and pollution goes on like this, there will be no food left and we will have to eat what's at the bottom of the sea,” said Ballar, who added, “This will happen in 20 to 30 years. What will happen if we pollute these underwater resources too? Flavor won't be an option anymore, feeding on will be just enough. We have come to live with limited resources.” 
İzmir to overcome arsenic problem in four months 

The level of arsenic in İzmir’s drinking water has been a source of discussion among experts, environmentalists and politicians since last week. İzmir Mayor Aziz Kocaoğlu, who earlier said İzmir’s water is not safe to drink, ensures that the arsenic problem will be solved in four months

Following weeks of extensive discussions about İzmir's drinking water, which has shown an increasing amount of arsenic recently -- a phenomenon primarily attributed to global warming – İzmir Mayor Aziz Kocaoğlu has tried to dispel concerns. Kocaoğlu declared Monday at a press conference that the city's drinking water does not have problems, except for an increasing amount of arsenic in the wells that serve the Karşıyaka and Bornova districts. He emphasized that the city has taken every precaution to protect the wells when it sees a rise in arsenic.  

  According to Kocaoğlu, most of Turkey's water has the same problem, and added he has asked the health minister to publicize the estimated arsenic levels in 81 cities. “The pollution, the use of pesticides unconsciously, tectonic movements caused by global warming, all have effects on the rate of arsenic,” said Kocaoğlu, adding, “All the other asset rates are the same, but arsenic rates show an increase.” İzmir did not experience an arsenic problem in its water before the summer of 2007. “As soon as we were alarmed by the arsenic rates in the wells, we took action,” said Kocaoğlu, promising that the arsenic problem will be solved in four months.
TEMA nature photos on display 

50 photos which were awarded at the 'TEMA 2008 Nature Photographry Competition,' organized in conjunction with the Turkish Foundation for Combating Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats (TEMA) and photography website Fotoalem, are now on display.A five-person jury tasked with the joy of picking three winners from the array of color, texture, and composition in the Turkish Foundation for Reforestation, Protection of Natural Habitats and Combating of Soil Erosion's, or TEMA, 2008 Nature Photography Competition (Doğa Fotoğraflari Yarismasi) has made its selection. Under the umbrella of photography and in the name of culture promotion, a jury selected by Fotoalem.com, a Web site devoted to the photographic creations of both amateurs and professionals, Turkish and international artists, bestowed Ali Altın, who presented a beautifully eerie yet busily intent photograph, with first prize, Mustafa Kılınç with second and Mustafa Sabri Türkay with third
World Bank supports geothermal investment

Studies by the İzmir Metropolitan Municipality regarding geothermal fields in the seaside town of Seferihisar have come back with satisfying results. 

  After the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources bequeathed the geothermal wells owned by the Mineral Research and Exploration Institute in Seferihisar to the İzmir Geothermal Corp., owned in part by the İzmir municipality, for 49 years, the company pressed forward with the work and with studies of a large area to determine the capacity of Seferihisar's geothermal field. It has been reported that the wells that the company was drilling have just been finished and have acceptable temperature and flow for tourism, heating, agriculture and electric production.

President Of Turkish Republic Gave Environment  Promise 
President of Turkish Republic Abdullah Gül attended to the Global Warming Conference in İstanbul and declared that Turkey will fulfill its duty on Climate Change. The decisions on signing Kyoto is a sign for this. He also emphasized thatNGOs has the biggest role in this issue.
Büyükanıt praises eastern expansion of NATO and EU 

 Chief of Staff Gen. Yaşar Büyükanıt asked for more international cooperation against terrorism, at the second conference of Balkan countries' Chiefs of Staff in Antalya yesterday while praising the eastward expansion of NATO and the European Union. 

     “States and international organizations should try to protect their societies from terrorism, lack of energy resources and food, and the effects of global warming, which threaten the lives of citizens more than conventional threats,” said Büyükanıt. “Total cooperation, information exchange and solidarity have become obligatory more than ever, and there is a need to revise equipment and organization of armed forces,” he said.  “I am merely weeks from taking off my uniform. This meeting and the Silk Road Seminar will be the last military conventions of my term in office,” he also added. 
Pedalling against global warming 

Seven members of an İzmir cycling association arrived in Bodrum on a 700-kilometer trip to draw attention to global warming, reported the Doğan news agency yesterday. 

  Members of the İzmir Bicycle Association, consisting of teachers, students and pensioners, who have followed the Kuşadası and Milas road for three days after starting from İzmir, will cross the Bodrum-Datça-Fetiye-Marmaris road route and end their journey in Kaş, Antalya. 

  Tour leader Mehmet Savaşçıoğlu said members of the group have been telling locals in the villages they pass through the reasons and consequences of global warming, and the cautions people can take individually against the growing environmental problem. They advocate for the use of bicycles instead of motorcycles, and suggest turning off unused electronic equipment in houses.

EU and Turkey working together for a better environment 

During a visit to Aydin on the Aegean coast of Turkey, the Head of the Delegation of the European Commission to Turkey, Ambassador Marc Pierini, stressed that environment was one of the top priorities of the European Union. “Through the pre-accession programmes, we are trying to improve the living standards of Turkish citizens,” he said as he paid a visit to several EU funded projects on-site, including the rehabilitation and management plan for the Büyük Menderes River basin within the framework of the “CAPACITY BUILDING SUPPORT TO THE WATER SECTOR IN TURKEY” twinning project and the construction of a regional solid waste management facilities in Kuşadası, Davutlar, Güzelçamlı and Söke sub provinces. 

The Ambassador stated that all stakeholders, farmers, fishermen, NGOs, municipalities and government institutions should work closely to prepare an integrated water management plan for the Büyük Menderes River under the guidance of the twinning project. He said: “We had similar problem in Europe but there is a way to solve it as we learned from our experience.“ 

Beypazarı’s Nature at Ankamall Shopping Mall 

The Nature Society (Doğa Derneği) promoted the rich nature of Beypazarı to people in Ankara through some activities between 18-30 June supported by the European Union and the Municipality of Beypazarı. At the stand at the Ankamall Shopping Mall, the Nature Society also met with environment enthusiasts and presented its activities. 

The Nature Society previously determined the small old world vulture which is dying out in the world as one of the flag species of Beypazarı’s rich biologic diversity. During the activities at Ankamall two competitions on the small old world vulture were organised for children to promote the nature of Beypazarı. Almost 300 children were included in the competitions on the small old world vulture. 











