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Turkey, Romania, Bulgaria to cooperate on EU building standards 

Turkey launched its participation yesterday in the EUBuild project, which raises awareness about the potential impact of European Union accession and promotes cooperation in the building materials sector. 

  The project aims to familiarize local building industries with the EU acquis and European standards in the construction sector, establishing connections with Business Representative Organizations, or BROs, in Bulgaria, Romania and Turkey. It also aims to establish a network to address the common issues in the sector regarding EU standards. 

‘EU all about inclusion' 

  Turkey's Energy and Natural Resources Minister Hilmi Güler also attended the launch ceremony of the EUBuild project. Güler noted increasing energy efficiency in the building materials sector -- one of the aspects of EUBuild -- should be seen as an investment opportunity that could also boost employment. “At present around 90 percent of buildings in Turkey do not have proper insulation. Issues like this simply need to be fixed,” he said. 

  Tapani Mikkeli, from the Directorate-General Enterprise and Industry European Commission, noted that the EUBuild project is an important part of Turkey's accession to the economic bloc. “We see Turkey's accession to the EU as mutually beneficial. The idea of the project is to bring countries together and come up with heightened awareness of building standards and tackle the new methods. The EU is all about inclusion. Turkey should not feel it is standing alone.” 

Turkey not prepared for global food crisis, says report 

The negative developments in global climate conditions and food markets are already affecting Turkey, leading to an increase in food prices, according to a report

  Turkey should invest in human capital, rural areas and infrastructure for its agriculture sector, as well as develop a strategy for the impact of climate change on national security in order to minimize the possible negative effects of climate change and climate change-induced food problems, said a recent report prepared by the Eurasian Strategic Studies Center, or ASAM. 

  The report titled “Global Food Crisis and Turkey” considers factors that affect global agriculture and makes projections for a possible climate change-induced food crisis in the world, specifically focusing on the state of Turkish agriculture and proposing solutions for climate change and increasing food prices in Turkey. It examines the issue from a strategic viewpoint. The report, released this month, was authored by Gülcan Eraktan, an academic at Ankara University, and is based on United Nations and European Union reports on the issue. 

  Besides a number of factors such as rapid population increase and polluted or diminished natural resources that can no longer be utilized in agriculture, climate change is the major factor threatening future food availability and sustainable agriculture in the world, according to the report. 
Negative developments in global climate conditions and food markets around the world as well as fluctuations in the domestic market affect Turkey by leading to an increase in food prices, which manifested itself recently in the price of rice. 

Some highlights from the report 

  ·   Food is the most strategic item for living creatures 

  ·   Global food production is sufficient to feed everybody in the world. The problem, however, is distribution. 

  ·   Those segments of the population that already suffer from poor health conditions, unemployment or social exclusion are rendered more vulnerable to the effects of climate change, which could amplify or trigger migration between and within countries. 

  ·   The U.N. predicts there will be millions of environmental migrants by 2020 depending on climate change. The majority of 1.4 million people in the world who are currently at risk of malnutrition may be threatened by hunger in the face of a possible food crisis and higher food prices. 

  ·   Many parts of the world have already seen a reduction in arable land, widespread shortage of water, diminishing food stocks, increased flooding and prolonged droughts. The overall effect is that climate change will fuel existing conflicts over depleting resources. 

  ·   The world faces the dilemma of developing technologies and science which are likely to boost the production capacity in agriculture and depleting resources. 

  ·   As the world population increases, agricultural areas decrease and water sources become increasingly polluted. The agriculture sector, which plays the largest role in consuming existing water sources, has a small role in polluting water.

Parties united against arsenic in water 

As political parties wage a destructive war on the national stage, İzmir branches unite to protect the mayor from the consequences of water in the province having too much arsenic, as tests point out

 After tests showed tap water in the Karşıyaka, Bornova and Çiğli regions of İzmir province were contaminated with arsenic, political parties in the region united in an uncharacteristic show of support for the mayor, Aziz Kocaoğlu. 

   Speaking after a meeting with Kocaoğlu yesterday, provincial heads of the Justice and Development Party, or AKP, Nationalist Movement Party, or MHP, Democrat Party, or DP, and the Democratic Left Party, or DSP, said they would not use the matter as a political tool to attack the mayor who is a Republican People's Party, or CHP, member. 

  The municipality has shut down the Göksu wells after the arsenic levels were reported as 59 milligrams per liter, close to six times the acceptable limit of 10 milligrams. 

  Kocaoğlu said the water supplied to İzmir contained around 15 milligrams of arsenic per liter.  When asked if the water was potable, Kocaoğlu said, “As a mayor, I can't tell people to drink water that contains more than the allowed amount of arsenic. Residents should make that decision themselves.” 

  AKP's provincial chief, Aydın Şengül, speaking to the Doğan news agency, said he wasn't pointing fingers at the mayor but would be investigating the matter in order to find which official was responsible. Şengül added that political unity should also be maintained on other issues.

Energy consumption on the rise, says BP 

Energy consumption in Turkey increased by 5 percent last year, while the growth of global energy consumption was also robust, driven by above-average economic growth and despite continued high prices, according to a British Petroleum report released in Ankara Friday. 

  China accounted for half of global energy consumption growth in 2007, with a 7.7 percent increase, while EU energy consumption declined by 2.2 percent, with Germany registering the world's largest decline in energy consumption, according to the report, A Statistical Review of World Energy, launched in an address by British Petroleum, or BP, chief economist Christof Ruehl. 

   The highest increase in energy consumption in Turkey was in the natural gas sector, the report revealed. Over 35 billion cubic meters of natural gas were consumed in Turkey in 2007, which amounted to a 15 percent increase compared to the 2006 figures. Turkey's gas use accounted for 1.2 percent of the world natural gas consumption in 2007. 

  The report revealed that world natural gas use grew by an above-average 3.1 percent in 2007. The United States accounted for nearly half of the world's gas consumption growth, driven by cold winter weather and strong demand for gas in power generation. Chinese consumption grew by 19.9 percent and accounted for the second-largest increase in global gas consumption. In contrast, EU consumption declined by 1.6 percent – the second consecutive decline -- in the face of warm winter weather, the report said.   Oil consumption in Turkey grew by 1.5 percent in 2007 with 31.1 million tons of oil consumed, according to the BP review. This figure amounts to 0.8 percent of the global oil consumption, which grew by 1.1 percent in 2007, or one million barrels per day. 

  Consumption in the oil-exporting regions of the Middle East, South and Central America, and Africa accounted for two-thirds of the world's growth, according to the report. Global oil production, on the other hand, fell by 0.2 percent, or 81.5 barrels per day -- the first decline since 2002. Ruehl said an increase in oil consumption is expected in every region of the world in the upcoming period, predicting that oil production will increase, especially in Russia, Angola, Mexico and the Caspian region. 

  Discussing the situation with other fuels, the document said coal was the fastest-growing fuel in the world for the fifth consecutive year. In Turkey, coal production increased by 17.7 percent in 2007, while coal consumption increased by 7.8 percent. 

  The report revealed that coal consumption was widespread. Chinese coal use rose by 7.9 percent -- a figure sufficient to account for more than two-thirds of global growth. Indian consumption rose by 6.6 percent and Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development, or OECD, consumption rose by 1.3 percent -- both above average figures. 

  The BP document said renewable energy remains a small share of total global energy use, but added that most renewable sources experienced rapid growth in 2007. For instance, global capacity for wind and solar electricity generation grew broadly in line with historical averages of 28.5 percent and 37 percent, respectively.    

Zorlu ambitious in energy investments 

Turkish power producer Zorlu Enerji will invest between $5-7 billion during the next five years to raise its power generating capacity to 4,200 megawatts. 

     Projects include four gas-fired power plants in Israel that will have a combined capacity of 1,050 megawatts, or 10 percent of the country's electricity needs, by 2010, daily Hürriyet reported yesterday, citing Chief Executive Murat Sungur Bursa. 

  Speaking at a meeting Wednesday, Bursa announced they are “involved in one of Israel's largest private sector investments.” 

  Two gas-fired power plants near Moscow and a wind farm in Pakistan are also near completion, said Bursa. Furthermore, Zorlu will raise capacity at the Ankara Doğal Enerji Üretim, 43 percent of which it bought from the government, to 200 megawatts by end-2009. 

  Zorlu has seven power plants with an overall installed capacity of 420 megawatts, noted Bursa. “Having generated 2.5 billion kilowatts hour of electricity in 2007, the group plans to diversify its energy resources in an attempt to face the predicted energy bottleneck and orient toward renewable resources.” 

  Turkey's largest wind farm of 135 megawatts, whose infrastructure works are ongoing in Osmaniye, will start operating next year, he said. The capacity will reach 245 megawatts with a second license of 110 megawatts.   
Konya nears desert status

The constant drop in the precipitation rate in one of Turkey's main agriculture centers, the Konya plains, shows the region is close to becoming designated as a desert, a study conducted by an agriculture firm showed. 

     The Grow Seedling Production and Trade Ltd., a company formed by Dutch Grow Group B.V. and some local partners, conducted a detailed study on agricultural drought in the plains of Konya, said the head of the firm, Hasan Ünal, noting that Turkey in the past was among the seven countries in the world that could produce enough to feed itself but nowadays has to import agricultural produce from overseas. 

  “The biggest threat Turkish agriculture faces is global climate change and drought,” he said. 

  The firm's study showed that the annual average of 323 millimeters of precipitation had dropped to 285 in the last three years, he said. “The rate has neared 250 millimeters of annual precipitation, below which a region is categorized as a desert,” he noted. 

  He said trends showed that rainfall would drop even further in the future, arguing that the only solution was to focus on water conservation in agriculture. “This is important because according to State Water Works, or DSİ, statistics, most of the water used in Turkey goes into agriculture,” he said.

Irrigation project: 

  Turkey was 30 years late in introducing water-saving techniques into its agriculture, he said. “Turkey should introduce a closed pressurized irrigation system as soon as possible. In Konya, irrigation needs to be conducted through modern techniques,” said Ünal. 

  Growing less water consuming produce would help in the fight against drought, he said, noting that with spray watering technique, one could water more then five times the area than the flooding method.

Unilever’den find a train logistics method for global warming

Unilever in Turkey has started to use train in transprot from Çorlu to Suriye. İzzet Karaca the general manager of Unilever Turkey said that they want to be the first and the role model in this issue to turkey.

Turkish research at an all time high 
The European Union's Sixth Framework Program, covering 2002-2006, have allowed our nation's institutions to conduct joint research with their European counterparts, said vice president of the Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey, or TÜBITAK, Dr. Ömer Anlağan yesterday. Anlağan was speaking at a "EU Enlargement: Experiences and Expectations" conference and added, “Every year under the framework program we have been more successful than the previous year.”
A comission for researching environmental problems in turkey is established in the parlament.

The news is declared in todays official journal.the chairmen of the comission is Nuri Uslu from AKP and the vice president is Recep Yıldırım from AKP. Other members are; Kayhan Türkmenoğlu (AKP), Birnur Şahinoğlu(AKP), Mehmet Erdoğan (AKP), Şevket Köse (CHP), Abdülkadir Akcan (MHP), Zekeriya Aslan (AKP), Mehmet Hanifi Alır (AKP), İlknur İnceöz (AKP), Muhammet Rıza Yalçınkaya (CHP), Mehmet Nezir Karabaş (DTP), Mustafa Kemal Cengiz (MHP), Mithat Ekici (AKP), Rasim Çakır (CHP), Özlem Müftüoğlu (AKP), Haydar Kemal Kurt (AKP), Mehmet Akif Paksoy (MHP), Mahmut Esat Güven (AKP), Hikmet Erenkaya (CHP) and Çağla Aktemur Özyavuz (AKP).










