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Signing the Kyoto urgent 

It is not in Turkey's interests as a European Union candidate country to refuse signing the Kyoto protocol while every developed country is focused on reducing carbon and greenhouse gas emissions, said the chairman of an environmental foundation yesterday. 

The Foundation of Consumer and Environment Education (TÜKÇEV), founded last April, aims to lead society to a better environment through educating and creating an environmentally conscious society. 

“Consumers should develop an awareness not to buy products that pollute the environment,” said Beyhan Aslan, and continued, “if we could succeed in creating this awareness, the polluting company will be obliged to take the necessary actions.” Due to the EU accession bid process, Aslan said, “even Turkey signed the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change in 2004, but the Kyoto Protocol was not signed.” 

“Turkey made a choice because of the cost of transforming its industry, however, that will be painful in the course of the EU accession bid,” he said.

Court levies heavy fine on villagers for poisoning 116 foxes  

Three villagers in the central Anatolian city of Aksaray used cyanide to kill 116 foxes in order to sell their pelts. A court in central Aksaray province has imposed a fine of YTL 377,000 on three villagers for poisoning 116 foxes with cyanide for their furs. 

Barley yield causes beer producers distress 

Global warming, which is said to have adversely affected Turkey last year, has also affected beer producers. Due to drought, Turkey's barley yield dropped by 20 percent from 9.5 million tons to 7.4 million tons in 2007 from a year earlier. 

Beer producers, obliged to import 25-30 percent of their raw material due to decreasing yield, have concerns about next year. This year's demand for raw material is being met with domestic and imported barley, said officials from Efes Beer Group. “Last year, both the amount and the quality of barley, namely productivity, declined. Since the effects are already being felt, there will be no chance to import should another drought occur. That's why this year is critical.” 
İstanbul won't run out of water, promises minister  

Environment and Forestry Minister Veysel Eroğlu told İstanbul residents on Friday not to worry about water shortages, taking part in a meeting of coordinators of the Fifth World Water Forum at İstanbul's Grand Cevahir Hotel yesterday. Turkey will be hosting the next World Water Forum, the main water-related event in the world in which global water problems are discussed, in March of next year.
He said the government was pleased to be hosting the next forum, first held in Morocco in 1997. The forum, meeting every three years, previously convened in the Netherlands, Japan and most recently Mexico. 

Winter rains bring little change to İstanbul reservoirs  

Although the Environment and Forestry Minister Veysel Eroğlu has told İstanbul residents not to worry about water shortages in the city the water levels of İstanbul’s reservoirs were at only 26 percent of capacity as of Saturday, although precipitation has increased over the last few months.

The recent downpours raised water levels in İstanbul’s reservoirs to less than last year’s levels, prompting concern in the city, which suffered from a severe drought last summer. According to data released by the State Waterworks Authority (DSİ), the level of water in İstanbul’s dams last February was at about 55.92 percent of capacity, whereas it is currently at 26.03 percent. DSİ officials have said with the onset of winter, a natural increase in rainfall has followed, but the water shortage situation remains little changed. In October 2007, the level of water in İstanbul reservoirs dropped to 11.94 percent of capacity. With recent precipitation in the city, this figure has risen by around 14 percent, bringing the total to an amount lower than even the summer average. 

Even garbage containers found in sea 

Pollution in Turkey's seas has been a huge problem for years. Divers were in for a shock Wednesday during deep diving for cleaning in Marmaris, Muğla, where they removed two garbage containers from the sea apart from tons of solid waste. 

The cleaning of the seabed was carried out by the municipality with the support of a chemicals company named General. Turkey Underwater Federation members, some 15 volunteer divers including teachers, doctors, architects, artisans, advisors and naval officers, participated in cleanup work. Among the garbage removed from the sea during the eight-hour cleaning dive were automobile tires, bicycle tires and plastic bottles.   

Projects launched to protect endangered wildlife in Turkey  

The Nature Association has been carrying out various projects to gather data on endangered species in Turkey so that plans for their protection may be developed. 

Yıldıray Lise, projects coordinator from the association, said an essential part of protecting wildlife is to gather accurate information on species' populations. "The first step that should be taken to protect wildlife is to maintain a good natural habitat and then to launch focused protection efforts for each species facing extinction," Lise emphasized, adding that their foremost concern, therefore, was determining the current numbers of the animals in question. 

He added that they also have a joint project with Stanford University in the northeast Turkish province of Kars aiming to teach research techniques particular to wildlife to students from the biology department of Caucasus University. 
In 2007 only 10% of hazardous waste disposed properly

The latest facts brought out by the Ministry of Environment and Forestry Turkey is facing a serious problem in disposing hazardous waste. According to the data of Turkish Statics Institute the treatment plants are cannot process 90% of the total amount of hazardous waste.

India ready for nuclear cooperation with Turkey 

India is willing to cooperate with all like-minded countries, including Turkey, on the peaceful use of nuclear energy, the Indian foreign minister, Pranab Mukherjee said. 

Turkey recently passed a long-delayed law allowing the construction of nuclear power plants intended to avoid an energy shortfall. India is a nuclear power with experience in developing weapons of mass destruction alongside with its neighboring rival Pakistan.  

The Indian foreign minister said Turkish-Indian cooperation covered the energy and petro-chemical sectors in particular and stressed that the Indian Oil Corporation took a 12.5 percent stake in the Samsun-Ceyhan pipeline from its original promoters. Citing another example, Mukherjee added that the Indian Oil Corporation and Turkey's Çalık Energy were given the green light from the Turkish government to set up a 15-million ton refinery at Ceyhan. This project is estimated to cost $4.9 billion. 

HSBC: the greenest bank 

HSBC is selected the most sensitive bank towards global warming among 40 other. In the last three years, HSBC has devoted itself to be a pioneer in raising awareness and motivating governments, institutions and partners in financing projects to tackle global climate change. 

Gulf of Gökova ready for blue flag 

The Gulf of Gökova coastline that has drawn local and foreign tourists with its heavenly shores and clean water, will be awarded blue flag status once again, after it had lost it because of drainage problems. 

The waste treatment facility that is located in the Private Environmental Protection Area and to be used both by Gökova and Akyaka districts was put out to tender last year. The relevant company put the waster treatment center into effect at a short time. The municipality have finished the drainage connections of enterprises and buildings in the district and applied for blue flag.

Aussies release photos of Japanese slaying mink 

Australia released on Thursday grisly surveillance pictures of the slain carcasses of a minke whale and a calf being hauled aboard a ship, stepping up its campaign against Japanese whaling in Antarctic waters.

Turkish cargo ship ablaze off Croatian coast 

A Turkish cargo ship caught fire Wednesday off Croatia's north coast and is likely to sink after 31 people were rescued, the sea and transport ministry said yesterday. The ship posed a risk to the environment said the search and rescue centre. The ship was sailing en route from Istanbul to the northern Italian port of Trieste when the incident occurred.

A new waste treatment plant for Ceyhan
A new waste treatment plant according to the EU standards will be constructed in Ceyhan , Adana. The 25% percent of the 20 million dollars grant will be covered by the municipality.
17 months of cycling against climate change
TEMA (The Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats) along with the cyclists Gizem Altın and her American husband Bryan Nance has initiated a cycling campaign to raise awareness in climate change. The couple will be cycling for 17 months from Istanbul to Sydney.
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