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Istanbul goes green with proposals for green hotels

Comfort, luxury, and cleanliness are no longer the only considerations for people when booking a hotel. People are taking measures to become environmentally friendly, and in this framework more people are choosing "green hotels" that implement environmentally friendly systems.

As host of the Fifth World Water Forum, Istanbul has kicked off the new year with environmental concerns at the forefront of its agenda. The Turkish Environmentally Friendly Forum and Bureau Veritas have teamed up with the Turkish Hotels and Investors Association, or TUROB, to launch the "green hotels" project - a project that aims to encourage hotels to employ environmentally friendly strategies.

The "green hotels" project held its first introductory meeting in Istanbul on Friday in preparation for 2010 when Istanbul will be European cultural capital.

In search of green hotels

"Among our guests for 2010 there will be many looking for ’green hotels’ that save water, energy and reduce solid waste; more and more people are prioritizing the environment over luxury," said Bureau Veritas representative, Gülcin Gökbulut, speaking to hotel representatives at the green hotels project meeting Friday.

In an open floor discussion at the meeting, hotel representatives and members of various environment-supporting foundations talked about measures currently taken by hotels in Istanbul and measures that are in progress to make hotels more environmentally friendly. These include customer signs encouraging recycling towels and sheets instead of changing them everyday, deactivating heating and cooling devices when windows or doors are open and the room is unoccupied, water-saving devices fitted into showers, toilets and basins and environmentally friendly cleaning products to be used throughout the hotel. 
Social Entrepreneur of the year finalists nominated

The finalists of this year’s award for Social Entrepreneur of the Year include activist Ömer Madra, and environmentalists Nihat Özyiğit and İsmet Abalıoğlu.

The finalists of the award given by Ernst & Young Turkey and Milliyet in cooperation with CNNTürk Schwab Foundation, for the third time were named last week.

Ömer Madra, founding partner and executive editor for radio station Açık Radyo (Open Radio) said they started with the motto, "A radio is open to the all voices and colors of the universe."

"We founded Açık Radyo 13 years ago with the idea of coming up with an independent, free, democratic, sensitive and extraordinary radio station," said Madra. "We have hosted 12,000 guests in 13 years. We are on the air 24 hours a day, seven days a week."

Madra said they are a totally independent radio station. "We are a corporation with 92 shareholders. Our expenses are covered with personal sponsorship from our listeners by 30 percent and the rest is income from advertisements."

Ali Nihat Gökyiğit, Honorary Founding President for Turkish Foundation for Reforestation, Protection of Natural Habitats, or TEMA and Board of Director for ANG Foundation, said they have begun their journey with the idea of "Blaming everyone aside, what can we do?"

"TEMA has turned into a public movement. People have adopted the themes we have chosen while being formed: the protection of the Earth, green and water. TEMA have created a passion for green if nothing else," he said. Gökyiğit said they had 300,000 volunteers and have trained 2 million people and planted 50 forests.

İsmet Abalıoğlu, the founder and president of the Nature and Environment Foundation, or DOÇEV, said DOÇEV was founded in Denizli, southwestern Turkey, in 1996 and has 5,500 registered volunteers.

"We have planted 17 forests in Denizli the size of 250 football fields. We have trained children. We collected used batteries and planted parks, gardens and graveyards. We plant forests in the name of individuals who want."

In addition to his attempts to save plants, Abalıoğlu also made projects for building birdhouses in trees for the birds that eat harmful bugs. 
Marovic awarded by Marmara Group

George Marovic, the former representative of the Vatican to Istanbul, receives an award of honor from the Marmara Group Foundation for his efforts to improve dialogue between religions. Suna Kıraç, from Koç Holding, has received the Social Responsibility Award.

The former representative of the Vatican to Istanbul has received an award of honor from the Marmara Group Foundation. George Marovic was recognized for his service to encouraging inter-faith dialogue.

Marovic was presented his award at the Artigianna Nursing Home, where he has been staying ever since he got out of hospital following a serious accident in 2007.

Marmara Foundation Board Chairman Akkan Suver, in presenting the award, praised Marovic for what he had done for Istanbul and for Turkey.

Şişli Mayor Mustafa Sarıgül also attended the occasion, as did representatives of the Foundation and people staying in the nursing home. Sarigul said: "George Marovic changed the way I looked at many things through what he did. Marovic contributed a lot to world peace. We thank him for his service."

Another Istanbul dignitary, Mustafa Cağrıcı, said: "In spite of of being of different religions, whenever there was some event somewhere in the world, we had the same feelings as George Marovic had and we shared them with each other. We were always together with Marovic in an atmosphere of conciliation."

Marovic then expressed his thanks for the award and said that he would continue the work he had been doing despite his injuries. He attended the ceremony in a wheel chair.

’Social Responsibility Award’

In another recent ceremony, the Marmara Foundation presented Suna Kıraç with its "Social Responsibility Award." The award has been given every year since 2006 to distinguished citizens of Turkey. Although seriously ill, Kirac is the deputy executive board chairman of Koc Holding and chairman of the Suna-Inan Kıraç Foundation’s Board of Trustees.

Kıraç is unable to move any part of her body with the exception of her eyes and in spite of misgivings on the part of her doctors, she insisted on being present at the award ceremony.

The Marmara Group Foundation chooses respected people who are devoted to the continual development of Turkey and positive change while creating social reconciliation in their area of expertise. In 2005, the award was presented to businessman Sahap Kocatopcu, in 2006 to the former Turkish President Süleyman Demirel and in 2007 to the founders of the environmental organization TEMA, Nihat Gökyiğit and Hayrettin Karaca. 

Trash being traced until it is disposed

A new initiative has been launched by the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality to track the journey of the city's refuse. The system, which uses satellite technology, is to be trialled for the first time in Turkey.

Designed by the mobile phone operator Turk cell, the ecological project will control vehicles that carry the city's waste and vehicles responsible for cleaning the streets with an online system.

The "Waste Management Automation Project" covers the entire municipality and aims to better the management and supervision of the vehicles and traffic arteries.

Istanbul’s waste, which includes construction debris, medical refuse and around 20,000 tons of other solid waste, along with another 14,000 tones of domestic garbage is carried to recycling and disposal facilities.

Tracking step by step

With the newly launched system, disposal vehicles will be followed step by step from the point where they collect the waste until the treatment plant. There are 229 vehicles running and by the end of this year the number of the vehicles will be 5,000.

The municipality aims to have a more control for the benefit of the environment under the "Waste Management Automation Project," which cost 1.5 million Turkish lira to set up. The vehicles will also be alerted to traffic conditions by a central complex to avoid further congestion.

Businessmen at work for forestation

Some 500 pine trees have been planted in Antalya as part of a reforestation project initiated by a local board of managers and entrepreneurs. The Antalya Industrial Zone Board of Entrepreneurs and Managers, accompanied by several local authorities, began the project on a two hectare area with plans to extend further.

’Cleanest industrial zone’

"The Antalya Industrial Zone, where many industrial facilities operate today, has the title of ’cleanest and most environmentally friendly’ industrial zone in Turkey. We have never allowed the formation of a facility that would endanger the ", said Çetin Osman Budak, chairman of the industrial zone.

Antalya is famous for not only its tourism potential but also its industry, noted Budak, who also added that the industrialists in Antalya were very sensitive to environmental issues. They expect the reforestation project to be extended into a wider area in time. "The starting point of the project is near the purification plant in the Antalya Industrial Zone, located on an area of 7 million square meters (700 hectares). Our biggest aim is to increase the forestry zone as well as investments", Budak added 

Cooperating for a whale rescue at Fethiye shores

One of the rarest species of whale ever sighted on the Turkish coast was saved by a brave act of international cooperation in Fethiye. She was mistaken for a dolphin at first but then confirmed as a Sowerby’s Beaked Whale.

A commendably brave act of international cooperation in Fethiye, organized by marine biologist Meryem Tekin, has saved one of the rarest species of whale ever sighted on the Turkish coast.

The adult female Sowerby’s Beaked Whale measured just less than 5 meters and weighed approximately 1 ton. ’There have been erroneous reports describing it as a dolphin but when its size and features are understood there is no question of what it is,’ says Tekin.

Fethiye’s resident marine biologist Meryem Tekin on Jan. 9 was told there was a dolphin in the shipyard and as the darkness fell, she donned her wetsuit and boots to examine the new arrival. The large, gray creature was wallowing in the shallows, underneath the hulks of yachts and gullets and surrounded by industrial paraphernalia.

Denizli raises voice against plastic bags

Support is growing for the "No Plastic Bags!" campaign in Denizli in southwest Turkey.

Started by the environmental group of the Denizli Municipality, the campaign is supported by the chambers of professions, some nongovernmental organizations and shopping mall managers.

Speaking at a press conference held at the municipality, Mayor Nihat Zeybekci said people in Denizli were favorable to the No Plastic Bags! campaign and that it would greatly contribute to environmental protection.

"Giving up the use of plastic bags will be a great gift to future generations," said Zeybekci. "It is now time for us to stop using plastic bags that are a major factor in pollution."

Zeybekci said this was a policy that many countries followed and would make waves across the whole country.

"In some of the most modern countries of the world, the use of plastic bags and bottles is not as common as it is Turkey. We should start to use bags made of paper and cloth," said the mayor. "This project will set a good example to all of the cities in Turkey."

Chairman of the Denizli Chamber of Industry Müjdat Keçeci agreed with the mayor.

"I visit places all around the world and see that the use of plastic bags has almost finished," the Chairman of the Chamber explained. "There are 500 billion plastic bags consumed every year, which is a concern when thinking about 10 years from now."
Pushing buttons to protect Gökova

One of the more breathtakingly beautiful parts of the Aegean Region, Gökova has recently suffered from lack of interest. Now a project aims to protect this area and help promote its importance to residents and children.

Thanks to recent projects, Gökova is on the way to returning to its former splendor.

The area in the Akyaka district in the city of Muğla used to be where the green forests met the blue of the Mediterranean but recently it has suffered from neglect.

That situation may be changing soon, as a series of projects, financed by the European Union aims to help Gökova protect its natural beauty.

"Financed by the European Union, the main objective of the programs is to save Gökova, and to protect the natural, archeological and environmental wonders in the region", said Dr. Atilla Yücel, project coordinator.

Held to conclude the preparatory stage of SMAP III Gökova Project, the 27th Advisory Board Meeting took place in the Gökova EU Project Office in Muğla’s Akyaka district with the participation of local authorities.

Highlighting that they concluded the main parts and the management plan of the project, Yücel also added: "We will hold workshops and panels on such subjects as the natural life in Gökova, Sedir Island, sea pollution, fishing and coastal erosion."

In touch with NGOs

"We got the opinion of nongovernmental organizations about the targets and the applications. One of the world’s most beautiful districts, Gökova, will be protected through this project", Yücel said, adding that the main target of the SMAP III Gökova Project was to prepare a management plan for the Gökova Internal Bay and Sedir Island with the participation of the local organizations and residents.

The project also focuses on educating the children on how precious Gökova is, and how it needs to be protected. "We have started work to endear the project to the children. The school children are especially interested in the notebooks, books and pencils telling of the natural life in Gökova", said Ünül Çakıcı, Ula local governor.

"We have also started a campaign to familiarize residents with this need for awareness," added Çakıcı.

"It is quite satisfactory for the European Union to seriously support this project," the governor explained, hoping that this project would be taken as an example for other areas seeking for some help. "The Gökova project will be a model in Turkey."
Gökçek set to face probe

The Council of State has reversed the Interior Ministry’s decision not to process criminal complaints against Ankara Mayor Melih Gökçek and Ankara Water and Drainage Board, or ASKİ, President İhsan Fincan.

Permission should be given to launch preliminary investigations as the complaints are concrete, the people and the events are certain and the allegations are based on serious findings and documents, the Council of State said.

Upon receivingcriminal complaints, the Ankara Public Prosecutor’s Office asked permission from the Interior Ministry to investigate the suspects. However, the Interior Minister decided not to process the complaints.
Source: www.hurriyetdailynews.com










