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Gore, Amos Oz win award 

Al Gore and the Israeli author Amos Oz are among the recipients of this year's Dan David Prize for outstanding scientific, technological, cultural or social impact on the world. 

Gore, a Nobel Prize laureate and former U.S. vice president, won the present prize for "his multiple contributions to creating greater worldwide awareness of the disastrous effects that man's energy consumption has on the environment," read a statement from the Dan David Prize. Gore told the fund that he would contribute the money toward raising awareness about the solutions to the climate crisis. 

‘Light pollution disrupting our ecosystems'  

Light pouring into the sky from street lights and other sources contributes to air pollution and global warming and brings along with it ecological disruption, Professor Osman Ketenoğlu from Ankara University has said.

Underlining that several European countries have taken precautions to combat the adverse effects of light pollution in the last few years, Ketenoğlu asserted that it was high time Turkey took steps to this end.

He mentioned that light pollution also endangers the Caretta caretta, known commonly as the loggerhead sea turtle. Stressing that light pollution can be remedied, Ketenoğlu said that extinguishing lights or shielding them properly eliminates or at least minimizes their negative side effects. In this way, we may also contribute to massive progress in combating the production of greenhouse gases. In ecologically sensitive areas, lights should be avoided or other measures taken to reduce their adverse impact. Solving this problem will help protect our ecosystems, he added. 

Global Warming General Assembly is to be held in May 

Turkish Association of Journalists along with the support of other NGOs has started the preparations for the General Assembly on Global Warming which will be held in May 7th. The aim is to inform the media on how serious this issue is and initiate a media action to tackle climate change as well as raising awarenes among the society.

European experts to rescue Menderes River 

A group of Dutch, Slovakian, British and Turkish experts will conduct research on the Menderes River that has been chosen as the pilot project for the European Union Matching project titled “Capacity Development for the Water Sector in Turkey.” 

The group of some 40 experts will carry out investigations and studies in Aydın after being informed of the situation by Aydın Governor Mustafa Malay and State Waterworks Authority (DSİ) authorities. The Environment and Forestry Ministry will cooperate with the EU to save the Gediz and Büyük Menderes River Basins, among others. 

The project will be financed by the EU-Turkey Financial Cooperation Program. Menderes has been designated the pilot area, and this EU fund will provide 2.5 million euros to the project.  

The project, starting with Büyük Menderes, will be carried out in river basins including Gediz that respond to drinking water demands of both the Gediz Delta and the city of Izmir. The project will be completed in two years. 

Muğla’s bays and gulf to be cleaned 

A new project titled “Don't pollute the sea, don't take a swing at it” will be initiated in the Aegean city of Muğla and its districts. Thanks to the project, the bays of Muğla and Marmaris, the Gulf of Gökova, Göcek and Dalyan will be rid of pollution. As part of the project cleaning works will be initiated in Lake Köyceğiz, Marmaris Karacasöğüt Bay, the Gulf of Gökova, Göcek and Dalyan. A 10-person diving team will work on the project as well as a land-based team. Later on, posters and brochures will be distributed to inform residents in the area about the project. As part of the project, water samples will be sent to laboratories to be examined. Diving teams will also take pictures underwater. Also, items that are removed from the water will be on display when the project is finished. Cleaning works will start at the end of February and last 1.5 months.  

The life under the sea is under threat

Besides mediteranean seal and caretta caretta 50 of the 472 species of fish in Turkish waters is under the threat of extinction due to severe pollution. The most obvious reason for this is the lack of waste water treatment in Turkey as well as illicit and erroneous fishing.

Fish farm-free coasts for Muğla before tourist season  

Environment and Forestry Ministry Environment Management Director Lütfi Akça told the Anatolia news agency that they plan to finish choosing suitable locations for the new farms soon. Akça noted that the farms have been on the ministry’s agenda since the recent fish deaths and stated that investigations by both the ministry and other relevant institutions had determined that pollution was not behind the sea bass deaths; rather, they may have been caused by declining salinity and oxygen levels. Furthermore, he emphasized, the fish farms affected had been sited inappropriately in shallow coastal waters. Current legislation requires that fish farms be established in locations at least 1,100 meters from the coast and in a depth of at least 30 meters.

Akça added that the new relocation of the fish farms will be determined in accordance with Environment and Forestry Ministry regulations as well as with consultation of the Culture and Tourism Ministry. “Those who do not obey the new regulations will be fined,” he stated. 

Companies called to cut carbon emissions 

Top-flight companies including Sony pledged Friday to cut their greenhouse gas emissions and promote a low-carbon lifestyle among customers, while endorsing a 50 percent cut in global emissions by 2050. 

The 12 corporations, members of a program with the WWF environmentalist group to reduce emissions at their own installations, urged the business world in a joint declaration to move faster to battle climate change. 

The declaration Friday called for total emissions of greenhouse gases blamed for global warming to peak in the next 10 to 15 years and then to decline after that, hitting a target of less than 50 percent of 2000 levels by mid-century.

Green action from Nokia
Nokia anounced that they joined the WWF Climate Savers Program. Nokia is aiming major energy efficiency methods including reducing the amount of standby energy of mobile phones by 50%, using green energy in 50 % of its plants until 2010 and reducing the general energy requirement of the plants by 6%.
Tuanna Su wins AOÇ water tender  

The Sakarya-based Tuanna Su ve Su Ürünleri spring water company has won a tender for royalties associated with the water of the Atatürk Forestry Farm (AOÇ). 

Two companies participated in the tender in January; Tuanna Su won the tender with its proposal in which it guaranteed payment of 6.25 percent of the net profits. Under the signed agreement, the company will have the right to market water under the AOÇ brand. If the company fails to comply with the tender requirements, it will have to pay YTL 50,000 to the AOÇ in compensation.

Can Akbaş Paper will recycle 3 different type of waste as well

Can Akbaş Paper and its project partners Konya Selçuklu Municipality and ÇEVKO are aiming to recycle 3 more types of waste . The project to decompose waste on site which is funded by EU grant enabled them to improve their capacity and expand their recycling services.

Buy a house, get a forest for free 

Bay İnşaat has launched a new social responsibility project called “My Forest” with TEMA Vakfı, a charitable fund, in order to regain lost bits of nature. The “My Forest” project aims to reforest an area five times larger than the total square meters of each residence it builds on land owned by the forestry department in Tekirdağ, northwestern Turkey.  

Bay İnşaat will reforest the land in Tekirdağ on behalf of their customers who buy a residence. Homeowners will not only buy property, and a forest, but will be gifting trees to future generations. The customers of Bay İnşaat will get a foresting certificate from TEMA and can also widen the area forested in their name by donating more money. The Hilpark Suites project, which takes up a total area of 16,500 square meters, will reforest an area of 82,500 square meters. 
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