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A new system to be developed for effective use of water, waste  

The Environmental Ministry determines the action plans regarding water for 81 provinces in Turkey. The Environment and Forestry Ministry will launch an action plan for preparation of a waste inventory for Turkey.  

Within the action plan prepared based on population increase estimates in urban areas by 2050, the water resources in every province are determined for inclusion in an inventory. Subsequently, the cities' needs for water through 2050 will be determined. After the selection of critical places likely to suffer from water scarcity, relevant arrangements will be made to conduct water transfers from water-rich areas to the cities in need of water.

Environment and Forestry Minister Veysel Eroğlu, who has a bright record from his days as the director of the State Water Affairs Administration, has launched two large projects at the same time. The first project includes the preparation of a water action plan for Turkey as a whole. The second project relates to the preparation of a waste inventory for Turkey.

Irrigation ministers meet for first time in 20 years 

Irrigation ministers from Syria, Iraq and Turkey met in Damascus Thursday, nearly 20 years after the three suspended cooperation on water issues. Syria, Iraq and Turkey suspended water-sharing meetings two decades ago amid political and economic disputes. 

In the 1980s and 1990s, Turkey accused Syria of harboring Turkish Kurd guerrilla leader Abdullah Öcalan. But relations improved after 1998, when Syria - bowing to Turkish pressure - expelled Öcalan. He was later captured and imprisoned in Turkey.  At the time, Syria and Iraq also accused Turkey of restricting water flow with a series of dams along the Euphrates and Tigris rivers. 

A 1987 water-sharing protocol requires Turkey to give Syria 500 cubic meters of Euphrates water per second from the Atatürk Dam. Syrian Irrigation Minister Nader al-Bunni hosted Turkish Minister of Environment Veysel Eroğlu and the Iraqi Minister of Water Resources, Abdul-Latif Jamal Rasheed, in Damascus. The next water conference would be held in Istanbul in March 2009, Eroğlu said. 

Fish Farms in Güllük : Mother Nature does what environmentalists couldn’t 

Heavy rain caused the deaths of 400,000 gilthead bream in Güllük Gulf in the Aegean Sea last week, scientists announced Saturday. Sudden change in natural conditions and the flow of fresh water to the sea caused by heavy rainfall resulted in the deaths of the fish, a group of experts investigating the affair said. 

It seems Mother Nature did what environmentalists have been trying to do for sometime: Getting the fish farms, which are too close to the coast moved to the open sea. Environmentalists have been struggling to get fish farms to relocate offshore citing the coastal pollution they cause. However, it was neither the pressure nor the campaigns by the environmentalists that forced the relocation of the fish farms, but the heavy rain. Six of nearly 15 fish farms located near Güllük Gulf have already relocated offshore, following the rain. 
Akgöl wetlands dried up, sandstorms threatening police high school

After the Akgöl wetlands, which once stretched for 20,000 hectares and were home to more than 150 varieties of birds, in the Ereğli district of Konya dried up serious desertification and wind erosion problems arose in the region.

Meanwhile, the Karapınar district of Konya is being cited as the most important example of erosion in Turkey, where 89 percent of the land faces at least some risk of desertification.  

Authorities from the Konya Provincial Directorate of Environment and Forestry said they have initiated an afforestation process to correct the situation in Ereğli and that they have created an special office just to oversee the afforestation program. They aim to plant 10-12 million trees in Konya every year, with the highest priority placed on the Ereğli region.

Municipality to act against Efemçukuru mining decision 

The government's decision to nationalize 35 parcels of land in the village of Efemçukuru in order to allocate the land to a foreign-based gold mining company continues to generate reaction.   In addition to warnings about environmental damage that would be caused by the planned mining, there have been criticisms over the fact that the law government used to nationalize the land only covers issues of national defense.The mayor of İzmir, Aziz Kocaoğlu, is expected to ask the cabinet to reevaluate their decision. Local people are also active in protesting the government's plans. 

Kışladağ gold still waiting to see sunlight  

The company behind the gold production facilities in Uşak's Kışladağ mines, which halted operations on Aug. 17, 2007 following a court decree, are awaiting a further court decision to find out whether or not they will be able to resume production.

Tüprag, the representative of Canadian Eldorado Gold Corp., said they would respect the eventual decision of the court after all the legal procedures had concluded. Tüprag General Manager Mehmet Yılmaz was hopeful of a positive decision, but emphasized that the court may well rule against them. The company panned out six tons of gold in three years after starting production. The economic value of the gold from this mine is expected to be $2.4 billion over 17 years, with the current gold prices taken as a basis.

Top design award to Turk designer 

Turkish industrial product designer and faculty member at the Middle East Technical University (ODTÜ) Dr. Hakan Gürsu won first prize in the world's most prestigious design award, the International Design Award (IDA) 2007, in the category of best nautical vessel and best transportation vehicle of the year. 

The winners of the first annual IDA that was held in New York in October 2007 were announced on Nov. 12, 2007. Gürsu and his assistant designer Sözüm Doğan, are both members of Turkish design firm Designnobis Studio, awarded first prize with their solar-powered concept design for a boat named ‘Volitan'. 

In Turkey, only Turkish Naval Forces showed an interest in Gürsu's creation Volitan that was described as the most innovative and environmentally friendly boat of future. However, interest by the Naval Forces was limited to a briefing. While no official or private orders were given in Turkey, many companies from Russia, Australia and France have ordered Volitan. Reportedly, the cost of the boat changes in line with the quality of the order. 

Old vehicles to be removed from roads  

The Transportation Ministry will ban trucks, buses and trailers over 35 years of age from the country's roads after Jan.15 in an effort to increase safety on the highways, reduce pollution and balance competition in the transportation sector. 

The ministry will send these vehicles to Hurdasan, the Turkish Mechanical and Chemical Industry Corporation's (MKEK) refuse collection division, to be destroyed.  Transportation Minister Binali Yıldırım said newer vehicles on the roads are crucial for both human safety and environmental protection, the Anatolia news agency reported. The new regulation will go into effect on Jan. 15. Hurdasan will destroy 3,000 vehicles per month, starting from the oldest cars, in order to prevent these vehicles from being used. There are 59,442 vehicles registered with the Security General Directorate that will be banned from the roads. Of the total, there are 47,278 trucks, 1,996 oil tankers, 8,077 buses and 2,091 trailers.  
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