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Turkey's geopolitical importance to increase in 2025- U.S. report

Turkey is among the countries whose geopolitical importance would increase in 2025, according to a U.S. intelligence report. 

Global Trends 2025 is published every four years by the National Intelligence Council to give leaders insight into looming problems and opportunities. 
The report forecasts a geopolitical rise in non-Arab Muslim states outside of the Middle East, including Turkey and Indonesia, and suggests that Iran could also be a central player in a new world order if it sheds its theocracy.  
The reports also predicts that in 2025 global warming could help Russia's economy, an Eastern or Central European country could be overrun by organized crime and the U.S. dollar could further decline in importance during the next two decades.
The report says the warming earth will extend Russia’s growing season and ease access to northern oil fields, which will strengthen its economy. But Russia’s potential emergence as a world power may be clouded by lagging investment in its energy sector, persistent crime and government corruption, the report says.
Analysts also warn that the same kind of organized crime plaguing Russia could eventually take over the government of an Eastern or Central European country, and those countries in Africa and South Asia may find themselves ungoverned, as state regimes wither away under security and resource pressure.
The report also suggests the world may complete its move away from its dependence on oil, and that the U.S. dollar, while remaining important, will decline to "first among equals" among other national currencies.
EU urges more reform, warns on election talk

Two European Union delegations from Brussels come to Ankara with severe warnings to the government to return to the European Union reform agenda, while Ankara is caught up in domestic issues dominated by pre-election debates. The Kurdish issue and the tension in southeastern Anatolia is debated as well, along with the reform agendav

While Ankara is caught up in domestic issues dominated by pre-election debates, two delegations from Brussels came to Turkey with severe warnings to the government to return to the European Union reform agenda.

A delegation from the foreign affairs committee of the European Parliament, or EP, headed by Vice President Hannes Swoboda held talks at Parliament yesterday. Meanwhile, the head of the Turkey unit at the European Commission, Jean-Christophe Filori, attended a separate meeting of a sub-committee for industry and trade.

Swoboda exchanged views on the Kurdish issue and on tension in the Southeast during his meeting with Mehmet Ceylan, vice-president of the Turkish Parliament’s foreign affairs committee. Although Ceylan said Turkey does not have a Kurdish issue, as such, but a terrorism issue, Swoboda said the issue is not merely about terrorism or underdevelopment of the region. "If the problem was only social and economic, the government would not have taken cultural steps like (those concerning) Kurdish broadcasting."

Kurdish issue and terrorism

Swoboda said, "We have always told the representatives of the Democratic Society Party, or DTP, to draw a clear line between the Kurdish issue and terrorism, and to distance themselves from Öcalan," adding they hoped the Constitutional Court would not ban the DTP. Meanwhile, Ceylan spoke of the slow pace of negotiations. Croatia, which started negotiations at the same time as Turkey, has already opened 20 chapters, while Turkey is in a routine of only opening two chapters every six months.

"Turkey has taken big steps in the areas of human rights and freedoms. We do whatever we should do for our part and expect the EU to honor its commitments," Ceylan said, adding that Turkey would never accept any alternative other than full membership.

Although Turkey blamed Brussels for slow membership talks, EU officials complained that Turkey was dragging its feet on expected reforms. "The Turkish government does not have the luxury of delaying reforms by using the local elections as an excuse. There is no connection between the election of a mayor in İzmir and the law on state tenders," an EU official was quoted as saying yesterday by NTV television. "If there is no strong come-back to the reform agenda, then no new chapters will be opened."

Environment and taxation

In order to open the remaining chapters Turkey needs to fulfill benchmarks such as presenting an action plan for chapters on environment and taxation, and passing a law on state tenders for the competition chapter. If there is no progress in these areas, it will be difficult for Turkey to proceed with new chapters in EU talks. "If the government does not take these steps we will start questioning their sincerity," the EU side warned.

The delegations from Brussels will also investigate the recent case of Engin Çeber, who died in police custody, and Soner Çankal, who died in a police shooting, during their visit to Turkey.
Euro MP notes concern
 The head of the Turkish-European Union Joint Parliamentary Committee, Joost Lagendijk, has met with opposition leaders in Parliament and notes the commision’s concern over the closure case filed against the pro-Kurdish DTP. MHP leader Devlet Bahçeli complains to Lagendijk the EU never speaks of the positive steps taken by Turkey. 

DTP closure case
A public prosecutor launched proceedings several months ago to shut down the DTP on claims the party has become a center of activities aimed at damaging the independence of the state and the indivisible integrity of its territory. 

"If our party is closed down the bridge will collapse. In that case, we are seriously considering abandoning Parliament," Türk told Lagendijk. 

During the meeting, Türk argued that the government’s approach toward the Kurdish problem was "nationalist" and "chauvinistic," saying that the "love it or leave it" rhetoric of Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan further escalated the tension. For his part, Lagendijk said, "We are following this process with concern. We’ll talk with him." 
 

EU performance
"Turkey is not satisfied with the EU’s performance. We are working on meeting the opening benchmarks in the areas of taxation, social policy, competition and environment. We have an action plan for each and every opening and closing criteria. But the number of chapters that can be opened to negotiations has drastically dropped due to political hurdles," said the official, who declined to be named. 

Brussels suspended eight out of 35 chapters due to Turkey’s refusal to open its sea and air ports to Greek Cyprus. France opposes the opening of five chapters on the assumption they would guarantee eventual membership. 

The other obstacle, according to the same official, is that the EU has not yet sent to Turkey the screening reports of 10 chapters that need to be opened to talks. Officials expect the start of talks in the areas of free movement of capital and information society and media, pinning their hopes on the next president of the EU, the Czech Republic. 

Coves of ’Blue Voyage’ facing risk of pollution

The coves of the Aegean and the Mediterranean, which have hosted world leaders, world-renown artists and royalty members on ’Blue Voyage,’ are at risk due to urbanization and pollution, a recent study reveals. No coves will be left to host yachts in a few years, warns an expert

The beautiful coves of the Aegean and the Mediterranean shores, which hosted civilizations throughout various eras, are on the verge of disappearing, the results of a recent research has revealed.

According to a study supported by the Chamber of Sea Trade’s Bodrum branch, deficiencies in development plans and uncontrolled urbanization and fish farms have put half of the coves located from Didim to Antalya at risk. The coves should be preserved not only for their natural beauty, but also as a source of hundreds of millions of dollars as part of "Blue Voyage" tourism, the study suggests.

The coves at risk have hosted world leaders, world-renown artists, athletes and royalty members on "Blue Voyage," a special kind of tourism whereby tourists visit coves on the Aegean and the Mediterranean on yachts. There are around 6,000 yachts in Turkey that serve as charter yachts on these shores.

"Blue Voyage" has also been important in the promotion of Turkey. Many important personalities have bought properties in Turkey after seeing its beautiful bays. The result has been a property boom, especially in the area between Bodrum and Fethiye. Encouraged by new development, projects such as the $5 million shipyard in Milas-Ören and new marinas that have a total capacity for 2,000 yachts have been planned. According to official statistics, over 70,000 yachts, 1,200 of which were ultra-luxury mega yachts, have visited Turkey in the last two years, bringing an income of around $700 million to the region.

Bodrum Mayor Mazlum Ağan, who is also a founding member of the "World’s Most Beautiful Coves Union," said the region is a significant part of world tourism with its natural beauty and a history that dates back 5,000 years. "As we make plans for the next 50 to 100 years to preserve these natural beauties, bureaucrats from Ankara, who do not even know what ’Blue Voyage’ is, make decisions to save the day, which makes our job much harder," he said. "Development plans change every time the government changes. This is not the way to preserve nature or tourism. We must have long-term plans."

Ağan said they do everything possible to assist world-renown names who visit the region, as publicity that comes with them is worth millions of dollars to Turkey’s promotion campaign.

Arif Yılmaz, deputy chairman of the Chamber of Sea Trade’s Bodrum branch, said Turkey should get a bigger share of the 400,000 yachts in the Mediterranean. "The bell tolls for sea tourism in Turkey. If the necessary precautions are not taken, we will not have any coves to host yachts in a few years and the country will lose billions of dollars."

Yılmaz said tourists who come to Turkey by sea spend 20 times more than regular tourists, and Turkey is shooting itself in the foot by destroying coves by uncontrolled urbanization, pollution and fish farming. "We will send the report we have prepared on the situation of the coves to the relevant ministries. The report clearly states yacht tourism is on the verge of disappearing if we do nothing but watch. The current income from yacht tourism is $700 million, but it can easily go over $1 billion with just a little bit of effort."
Bodrum to collect waste oil

The popular holiday destination Bodrum in Muğla has launched a huge project, called "Vegetable Oil Collected, Our Future Saved," which aims to raise awareness about the dangers of dumping vegetable oil waste into the sewer system.

The project was started on a site with 550 houses, where 120 residents were given three-liter bins for vegetable oil waste; moreover, vegetable oil waste will be collected at 55,000 spots free of charge.

A waste collection center with a capacity of 20 tons has been built in Bodrum’s İslamhaneleri village, said Elvan Çakır Sevim, representative of the firm that will collect the oil waste. Sevim said oil waste that reaches the sea, river, lake or soil, poses a serious threath for the live population and the future of the mankind and the environment.

No illegal collection orremarketing allowed

"The waste oil collected in our center is taken to the recycling center where it is transformed into bio-diesel. The residents can put the oil waste bins into the collection barrels located near the site management building. This will make it possible to avoid any illegal collection and remarketing of the oil, as well as preventing any spillage into the underground water."

Highlighting that the population of Bodrum grows beyond 1 million during the summer months, Memduh Bölük, manager of cleaning works at the Bodrum Municipality, also added: "We initiated such a project to leave a better environment for the next generation. One liter of oil waste leads to the contamination of 1 million liters of drinking water. This also causes serious damage in the seas. We aim to save Bodrum by collecting the oil waste. The project will expand into the whole peninsula soon."
’Greener’ energy is heading to Marmaris

A delegation including several scientists, researchers and engineers from the German city of Fürth visited Marmaris last week to begin work on a joint project on renewable energy with the Marmaris Municipality.

The project is a developed center on solar energy, thermal energy and bio-gas. During the three day long program, the German delegation was first taken to the Marmaris Dam, the waste water treatment plant and the domestic waste system and given technical information.

The electricity engineer Hakan Öner of the Municipal Union of Marmaris, Armutalan, Beldibi and İçmeler districts, or Mariç-Belbir, explained they were searching for the cheapest way to provide electricity for their facilities.

’Unique beauty’

"We also care that Marmaris has a unique beauty around it. It must be a renewable energy source for us. Our German colleagues recommend we use the domestic waste and the mud of the sewage disposal systems. But, solar energy here is the most precious element at the moment for us. We are planning to transfer the solar energy technology after the needed regulations in the energy law, maybe in a year’s time," Öner said.

Dr. Hans Partheimüller, general manager of İnfra, a company in Fürth for infrastructural services, pointed out that Marmaris had a huge richness of solar energy. "But, there are some other eco-friendly energy sources that Marmaris could use, such as bio-gas. We are sure Marmaris could be a good example for conservation electric power and we, as their German twin city, are ready to support them with any technology that can adapted here."

Waste turned into exhibit
An exhibition aiming to combine the European Union message on recyclable waste with creative art opened in Ankara on Tuesday. 
The exhibition, "From Waste into Art," seeks to underline the engagement of the European Commission Delegation to Turkey on environmental and waste management issues. Gürdoğar Sarıgül, the delegation’s sector manager for environment and sustainable development, said, "Environment is one subject that creates major challenges and requires considerable investigation for candidate countries in their alignment to the Acquis. 

A waste management that meets EU standards is a priority for Turkey. According to preliminary assessments, this would cost about 14 billion euros." 

A hill made out of computers, a horse and its rider made from plastic bottles and an old restructured bicycle, are pieces from the "From Waste into Art" exhibition. "We are very happy that this exhibition, which combines excellent artwork with a strong environment message, is being displayed in Ankara for the first time," said Nazlan Ertan, director of the EU information centre in Ankara. 

The artists Maria Sezer, Gencay Kasapçı, Hülya Değerbilir-Holi, Serap Başol, Roş, Ramak Art Group and Gökte, will also provide several workshops for schools and volunteers in Ankara.
Dam levels are rising 
The State Waterworks Authority, or DSI, has reported the water levels in dams and ponds that provide water for Muğla and its counties are higher than this time last year.


According to the information from the Anatolian News Agency, the Geyik dam, which provides water for Muğla, is currently 34 percent full, compared to only 17 percent during last November. 

The Mumcular dam is at 13 percent of capacity, which is slightly better than last year’s 10 percent.

DSI officials also informed the Kazan Pond, used to irrigate the Bayır Town of Muğla, was at 18 percent last year and this year has risen to a remarkable 28 percent. 


"Rains in Muğla are much better than last year, which can be seen in the dam water levels. If it continues to rain like this for three to four months more, we expect the dams be completely full." said an official.


Bodrum's water problem 

Mazlum Ağan, the mayor of Bodrum, said work had started on the "emergency drinking water project for Bodrum" as designed by the DSI.


Ağan said they had been in collaboration with the DSI since 2000 to solve the peninsula’s water problems and this project would end them. Ağan said this winter Bodrum would use water from wells again and the increased rain would help avoid water shortages during summertime also.


Ağan also said work was in progress on a seawater treatment plant and they were just waiting for the allocated space to activate the project. 

(Source: www.hurriyetdailynews.com)










