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Gender, energy and environment

You might think “How can energy and gender issues possibly be related?” But this was the subject of one workshop at the Drought Symposium at Istanbul Technical University (ITÜ) this weekend.The energy system in Turkey is based on petroleum and natural gas and these are managed by outside forces so one cannot address any Turkish involvement in the decision-making process for energy policies, let alone women, argued a workshop participant. Another participant said men were the main producers of energy whereas women were the primary consumers of energy in Turkey. 

Turkish scientist’s invention became a role model for the World 

14 important scientists working in nature association developed the method called “important nature area” and it is declared by IUCN as role model for the world and more than 40 countries started to use the same method. 

Belek Forests In The Sandpıt 

Two aerial photos of the resort area of Belek in southern Turkey taken over a span of two years show that the forests have been sacrificed to the golfing boom


Ever since the Belek region in the Mediterranean province of Antalya was declared a tourism area in 1990, the region's forests have started being sacrificed for golf courses that have experienced a boom as depicted by two aerial photographs taken two years apart. 

The Belek region was declared a tourism zone in 1990 and was promoted as the place with the best and densest forests in Antalya but this description is no longer valid, the regional director of the Turkish Nature Preservation Association (TTKD), Hediye Gündüz, said. 

The forests of Belek were the product of intense afforestation efforts in the 1990s, she said, adding that once the Tourism Ministry started to focus on the region's tourism potential after 1984, 45 hotels were opened on forestland. 

Seven golf courses have been built near the hotels, while three more are currently being constructed.

 People involved in the destruction of forests found a legal umbrella to hide under once the region became a tourism zone, Gündüz said. 

“There used to be between 600,000 and 700,000 trees there. They cut down 500,000 of them,” she said, claiming that only a few trees were left near roads to calm public anger while the real construction took place at the center of the forests
New Treatment Plant To İzmir 

A new waste water treatment plant is being build to İzmir. It is planned that treatment plant will start to work in the second half of 2008. The tretmant plant will do biological tretament and will serve 40000 people in İzmir.
Aras Cargo Will Plant 100 00 Trees Agaınst Global Warming
Aras cargo will plant 100,000 trees against global vvarming one of the turkey's leading domestic express courier service aras cargo signs another corporate social responsibilitv project with Çekül foundation, leading culturing heritage and ecological protection group. the company launched a 5 year campaign of planting trees all around Turkey. Aras kicked the campaign with planting 7.000 juniper saplings in Divriği, Sivas on October 7. Aras cargo plans to plant more than 100000 trees until 2012.
An organized agriculture village to be established in İzmir
Agriculture entrepreneurs are seeking different ways to boost productivity in a sector with an average plantation area that does not exceed 55 acres. 

In İzmir, a group of eight farmers headed by Finance Inspector General Ali İhsan Karaoğlan started more productive and cost-effective production by uniting their land. The project initiated in the Yakapınar village now stretches over an area of 500 acres. The entrepreneurs plan to convert Yakapınar into an organized agriculture village with a milk production facility within the next three years. 

An agricultural protocol in form of ordinary partnership was prepared to implement the project, enabling farmers to step into institutionalization, said Karaoğlan. “We prepared the project and provided electricity. In this way, costs were reduced and we had the opportunity for larger and efficient production.”

Success fosters cooperation 

The target is to create a land of 700 acres by the end of the year and 1,000 acres within three years. Currently seed plants such as wheat, barley, corn and clover are produced. “Our target is milk stock breeding with 300-500 animals on an integrated area of 1000 acres.” For infrastructure works of the project, YTL 100,000 was spent, said Karaoğlan and added that in the upcoming days YTL 30,000 will be spent to purchase tractors.
Waste food oils will be re-used

Giresun Environment and Forest director Ali Hıdır declared that they have strated a project to collect and treat waste food oils. 

Bodrum's infrastructure problems to be tackled

Tourism Infrastructure Services Union will be formed through the cooperation of all municipalities, district and village head officials and city councils in the Bodrum peninsula, and start providing services in 2008. 

The institution targets solving the present infrastructure problems faced on the peninsula.   

The ruling Justice and Development Party's (AKP) Bodrum provincial leader, Macit Gündoğdu, explained how the project will help solve the current problems facing Bodrum. Gündoğdu said the rainfall in recent days once again revealed the problems in the region's infrastructure. “The (tourism) ministry at the first stage will transfer YTL 1.4 million for the project. This amount can be increased in time if necessary. The union council of 101 people will start serving on Oct. 13, 2008,” he said. 
Wastewater causes fish deaths in Lake Bafa
The cause behind the death of fish in Lake Bafa recently has become known. The fish in the lake located between Aydın's Söke and Milas' Muğla district, are said to have died due to contaminated water of nearby fish farms, reported the Doğan news agency. 

According to a report prepared by State Waterworks Authority (DSİ), the pollution is most probably due to waste from the fish farms. The report also revealed that surface water in the area that fish deaths were observed was covered with an oily contaminated layer. The report proving that fish farms pollute the sea and lakes supports environmentalists who are protesting against fish farms established close to the shore. 
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