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Kyoto protocol will not be a burden to economy till 2012
Minister of Environment and Forestry Veysel Eroğlu, declared that they did not calculate the economical side of signing Kyoto protocol  but they have started a project for this.
 
Eroğlu said that "Obligations for Turkey are open for negotiation”.
Turkey needs billions of dolars of investment for complying the regulations. If Turkey do not sign the Kyoto till the end of this year, we will be obliged to accept all of the terms in text years.

Turkey will do negotiation 
AKP decided to sign Kyoto not to be out of in the term after 2009 and to be able to negotiate the circumstances. If Turkey do not negotiate, there will be a %10-37 reduction in the national income. Ministry of Energy declared that ; energy policy will collapse if Turkey signs Kyoto. Moreover, dependence on Russia and Iran will increase and Turkey will not have any other chance than closing coal centarls.20 billion dolars extra investment burden will be needed. The economic burden will be %10-37 of gross national product (GNP) (40-148 billion dolars). In reality, Turkey’s CO2 emmission is behind many countries. Its 20 tons/person in America, 8 tons/person in EU and 3 tons/person in Turkey.

 

The term after 2012 will be nogotiated in next 1.5-2 years and some importants topics will be as belows;

Global warming effects will bring new economic burdens

Renewable energy projects such as solar,wind energy will increase. 

Green house gasses regulations will be editted 

Heating with low energy, vehicles and technologic systems consume low energy will be popular

 Turkey requires homes to generate solar power 

Turkey is preparing draft legislation that would require homeowners and businesses to install solar panels or batteries to cover 10 percent of what they consume and meet European Union standards.    

  Turkey could produce 20 percent of its electricity from renewable resources, Soner Aksoy, head of the Parliament's Commission on Industry, Trade, Energy and Technology, told the newspaper. Aksoy is preparing the renewable-energy law on the use of solar, wind, geothermal and biogas power generation, it said.    

  The law would require homes, apartment buildings and businesses to use panels to heat water and photovoltaic batteries to produce power, Aksoy said. It will also include price incentives for solar power generation for five years, he said.    

  Turkiye Vakiflar Bankasi TAO, a state-run bank, and the Energy Ministry are discussing long-term loans to help homeowners and apartment managers insulate homes to save up to 40 percent of the energy houses waste, Milliyet said, citing Aksoy.
Agricultural waste to save money

A new project will utilize agricultural waste worth nearly $500 billion, daily Tercüman reported Friday. 

    The project was developed through collaboration of a university, industry, and the Agriculture Ministry in Balıkesir's Edremit district. 

  The project will utilize tons of agricultural waste such as olive leaves, pine shells, grape seeds and tomato skins that have traditionally been burned. The total savings expected from the project in Turkey is around $500 billion. 

  The project's “industry” leg, businessman Faruk Durukan, said they were planning to “separate” plant extracts that are high in biological activity but low in economic value. He said the products are expected to be marketed both in Turkey and abroad. “The most important point of the project is to utilize numerous products that are abundant in Turkey but are considered waste material and thus not used. Such products include materials considered important food supplements around the world but seen as industrial waste here,” he said. 

  Balıkesir University Science and Literature Department faculty member, Professor Gülendam Tümen, said olive leaves are burned in Turkey although they can help prevent many illnesses such as cold and flu, widen arteries and prevent heart attacks, lower blood sugar and strengthen the immune system.  
Can water heal all diseases? 

  As discussions continue over the level of arsenic in the Kızılırmak River, experts warned that unsystematic water analysis doesn't yield healthy results, pointing to the urgent need for the establishment of an additional purification plant and the hazardous health risks posed by arsenic and sulfate in the long run. 

   The tension over Ankara's drinking water, transported from the Kızılırmak River, first escalated when Ankara Mayor Melih Gökçek waited for three weeks before announcing that Ankara residents were consuming water from Kızılırmak. The experts accused Gökçek of using Ankara residents as laboratory animals. The tension has now been further inflamed by the contradictory statements by Gökçek and experts on the level of arsenic in the river. Ural Akbulut, rector of Middle East Technical University, or METU, refuted the municipality's allegations that the METU report showed the level of arsenic to be below normal limits.   

  “We didn't take samples from Kızılırmak ourselves. Our university [solely] examined nine months ago the samples taken by civil engineers from the Kızılırmak. We didn't come across arsenic,” Akbulut said. 

Kızılırmak produces poison 

  “However, the samples we took from the unpurified water of Kızılırmak last week show that there is arsenic twice the normal limits,” he noted, criticizing the municipality's using of a report dating back nine months to justify itself. 

  The arsenic hasn't reached Ankara's drinking water network, as the water was diluted with the existing clean water in the dams, and purified in the İvedik treatment plant, Ankara's only plant where the water of Kızılırmak is treated, according to him.  

  Gökçek said Kızılırmak water was clean and the arsenic level of İzmir water was even significantly higher than that of Kızılırmak, at a reception Wednesday. The municipality, meanwhile, said the arsenic parameters showed a difference in the reports of institutions, depending on the time the samples were taken, and that the arsenic level in Kızılırmak wasn't at that dangerous a level as to cause any hazardous effect, in a written statement yesterday. Health Minister Recep Akdağ also confirmed the municipality statement yesterday, saying the water was clean.   

  Amid growing discussions, experts pointed out that the daily and momentary water analysis didn't produce healthy results about the level of arsenic, and gave an idea about its effects on human health, unless a permanent monitoring system was established. The high level of arsenic and sulfate could pose serious danger to human health in the long term, they argued.  

  “We can't entrust the safety of Ankara's drinking water to individuals. The water flowing from the faucets should be clean,” said Professor Çağatay Güler from Hacettepe University's Public Health Department. 

  Periodical and sectional water analysis, he said, aren't healthy, as the arsenic parameters could periodically change depending on climate conditions and many other factors. He said an automatic and permanent-basis control mechanism should thus be established to notify the sudden changes in arsenic parameters. 

  Water level in dams is on the rise: 

  MUĞLA – Turkish Daily News 

  State Water Affairs, or DSİ, Region 21 manager Halil İbrahim İndap noted recently that the water level in dams in Aydın, Denizli and Muğla is increasing. “Water level in dams in Aydın, Denizli and Muğla increased around 6 percent compared to the same period of last year,” according to İndap.   
Deeper cleaning in Marmaris:   
  MARMARİS – Turkish Daily News 

  Mugla Governor Ahmet Altıparmak launched a campaign titled “Don't pollute the sea. Don't damage tourism,” in cooperation with the Environmental Protection Institution. Altıparmak also attended a clean up on Cleopatra island, even wearing a diving suit for the event. 

  “We have very beautiful country but we cannot evaluate it. It is easier to keep these beautiful coves rather than polluting them,” said Altıparmak.   

TEMA to organize bee safari tour 

The Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats (TEMA) plans to organize a “bee safari” tour. Attendees of the tour, which will start from the Black Sea city of Rize and end in the eastern city of Erzurum, will observe the honey-making process of bees and visit places the insects go to collect pollen. 

  Making a written statement about the tour, TEMA Rize Representative Nevzat Özer said the tour is set to kick off Aug. 2, and, after passing from İkzidere Valley, Anzer Plateau, Hopa, Artvin Camili region, Ardahan, Posof, Lake Çıldır, Kars and Ani Ruins, will end in Erzurum. 

  Özer added the tour is Turkey's first and only scientific exploration of the lives and habitat of bees. “Due to its geographical location and seasonal and biological richness, Turkey can lead events about bees. Our goal is to inform locals through projects carried out by TEMA, create additional income sources and contribute to the country's economy. This is why we have decided to organize Turkey's first and only beekeeping scientific travel."  He said the bee safari will feature a tour of beekeeping facilities and an opportunity to observe bees from the very east of Turkey to the very west. Academic guides will accompany the tours, and attendees will be able to witness the historical and cultural richness of the country along the way. "We aim to draw attention to tourism potential of Rize and other cities,” Özer noted. Those interested in the bee safari tour can contact the TEMA General Directorate. 

Government causes energy insecurity

Turkey's inability to embrace the free market is the biggest obstacle to the country achieving energy security, industry leaders argued at an energy conference in Istanbul Wednesday. 

   No matter how much the government attempts to formulate an energy plan, it cannot plan as well as the private sector, many of the participants said. 

  “What do we want? We do not want credit or anything else from the government. It would be enough if they just did not create obstacles,” said Erdal Aksoy, chairman of Turcas Petrol's board of directors. 

   Aksoy, speaking at the conference organized by the Young Executives and Businessman's Association, or GYIAD, and the Turkish-American Business Association, or TABA, argued that Turkey has no acceptable strategy when it come to its energy sector. 

  Turkey needs to decide whether it is a free market or a communist state said Aksoy, “Our problem is that we cannot seem to decide between either one.” 

  GYIAD President and Chairwoman Pınar Eczacıbaşı told the Turkish Daily News that she believes it is essential for the government to foster a more competitive environment, “No other country has such high fuel taxes,” she noted.

Syria and Turkey to sign business deal soon

An announcement regarding a joint Turkish-Syrian company will be made in a few days, revealed the Syrian energy minister in Istanbul Friday. 

     “Turkey's national petroleum company and its Syrian counterpart will sign a deal,” said Sufian Alaw during the second day of the third Turkish-Arab Economic Forum. 

  Syria and Turkey can collaborate in many sectors, said Alaw during his speech at a panel focusing on “Turkey's growing energy needs and Arab links.” He highlighted the importance of collaboration, especially in the context of increasing oil prices. 

   “We are looking to develop Syria and Turkey's collaboration in the energy sector. In a few days we will announce the establishment of a new company. A deal will be signed between Syria's national petroleum company and its Turkish counterpart. The agreement will comprise many studies including searching for petroleum and digging wells in various countries including Turkey and Syria,” he explained. 

  There are plans to build petroleum refineries in Syria. “We may collaborate with Turkey for that, as well as implementing joint studies related to swapping petroleum products,” said Alaw. “It also is possible to collaborate in nuclear energy. We held talks with [Turkish Energy Minister Hilmi] Güler on that topic. In the future we may establish nuclear power plants together.”   

Academics issue support for Tuzla strike
Dozens of academics from various universities have declared their support for today's strike at the Tuzla Shipyards. The Limter-İş trade union, composed primarily of subcontract workers, has called for a strike today to protest the high number of workplace deaths at the yard. Since 1985, a total of 98 workers died at the shipyards. 

  Chairpersons and academics at the labor economics and industrial relations departments of nine universities issued a declaration criticizing the deaths at Tuzla, reported Radikal newspaper yesterday. A total of 110 academics, from Ankara, Dokuz Eylül, Kocaeli, Sakarya, Uludağ, Gazi, Muğla, Pamukkale and 18 Mart universities, signed the declaration, saying the deaths and injuries “cannot be termed accidents anymore.” 











