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04.03.2008 – 11.03.08
OECD says world must act on climate change

The world can respond to the environmental challenges of climate change at a low cost now or pay a much higher price later for indecision and inaction, the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD) said on Wednesday.

"A window of opportunity to act is now open," the organization said in its Environmental Outlook to 2030. "We need forward-looking policies today to avoid high costs of inaction or delayed action over the longer term." "Today, climate change is mankind's most important challenge," said OECD Secretary General Angel Gurria in presenting the report in Oslo. "We know the enemy: It is named carbon." He said by 2030, unchecked environmental damage could leave 4 billion people -- half the planet's population -- with inadequate drinking water. The latest outlook, part of series of reports compiled every five years, concentrates on "red light issues" in such areas as climate change, water shortages, energy needs, biodiversity loss, transportation, agriculture and fisheries.

Turkey not threatened by drought this summer, says minister

Environment and Forestry Minister Veysel Eroğlu stated on Tuesday that Turkey’s overall rainfall levels so far this year exceed last year’s levels by 15 percent and highlighted that as long as rains continue this month and next month, the country will not suffer from drought this summer.

He also told the press that not only the Environment and Forestry Ministry but the entire nation of 70 million people was endowed with the task of afforesting the country and called on the people to join what he called a mobilization for forestation. “They don’t even need to look for saplings. All our citizens have to is send a short message from all mobile phones to phone number 1923; or deposit YTL 5 to Ziraat Bank in account number 1923,” Eroğlu said, explaining the ministry’s donation campaign to raise funds.

In addition to industrial zones, highways and school and hospital yards are going to be forested, he told the press.

Drought risk still persists for Turkey

As long-term forecasts suggest that Turkey is facing another long, hot summer, water levels in the country’s dams remain at the same critical level as last year, one of the most arid on record, according the State Waterworks Authority (DSİ).

DSİ official Halil İbrahim İndap, speaking to the Anatolia news agency, noted that dams were unable to reach optimal levels because of a drought that hit Turkey last year. “We can no longer talk about having an abundance of water in Turkey. Everybody, especially farmers, needs to get used to this situation,” said İndap.

Aydın Meteorology Bureau General Director Mustafa Yılmaz said global warming has changed the amount of precipitation that some parts of Turkey are receiving. “Although we had a dry summer last year, the rainfall for the entire year reached the average of previous years. If it was not for that rainfall, we would be experiencing a terrible drought at the moment,” said Yılmaz. He also warned that it is possible that the Aegean region, which has not received sufficient rainfall this season, will experience a drought this summer.

Research points to ‘global dimming’ as cause of drought

Industrialization and the widespread use of cars have increased air pollution, posing a greater threat to regions with larger populations. Dr. Ergin Duygu from the department of science at Ankara University has stated that droughts can be triggered by a phenomenon called global dimming.

In a statement to the Anatolia news agency, Duygu said research conducted in the United States and Israel in recent years determined that global dimming - a condition in which particles from industrial and vehicle pollution adhere to water vapor in the atmosphere, eventually forming a layer that partially blocks the rays of the sun - is another factor that negatively affects the atmosphere and climatic conditions. He noted that the excessive particulates from pollution cause cloud droplets to be smaller and therefore less likely to fall as precipitation, also affecting rainfall patterns by shifting clouds away from arid areas.

Harbingers of spring arrive in Turkey 

Wildlife officials have said storks, known as the harbingers of spring in Turkey, have started to appear in breeding grounds around freshwater lakes in the country - the destination to which they migrate from Africa.

In a statement to the Anatolia news agency yesterday, the authorities from the General Directorate of Nature Protection and National Parks noted that the storks migrate to Turkey in early March but that they were first seen this year on Feb. 28 in Kuşadası, a town on the Aegean coast in the province of Aydın. 

Northern bald ibis population in Turkey inspires hope
A flock of northern bald ibises cared for in a preserve in the southeastern province of Şanlıurfa has been released into the wild with the arrival of spring to allow the birds to mate in their natural habitat.

The ibises will be flying freely through the spring and summer until they come back to the protection and reproduction center which was founded in 1989, when the population showed an alarming decline due to an excessive use of pesticides in the region that started in the 1950s.

Before their migration period, the ibises are housed in the center and are released with the coming of the mating season. The flock is expected to reach its highest reproduction rate of the last 25 years.

Manganese vs nature, tourism and honey: 

While all the public attention was on Bergama and Kazdağı mines, a firm called Neslişah obtained legal permission from the Forestry Ministry and the Energy Ministry last December for mine exploration in 12 different points around Marmaris. 

Today, the world-renowned pine forests and pine honey are under the threat of manganese mining in the area. Marmaris region is the world's top pine honey production center with 70 percent of global production. Scientists and experts emphasize the dust of the mine will kill apiculture and honey production. Beside that, the İçmeler-Turunç-Çiftlik line is one of the most important routes for ecotourism. Every year thousands of tourists come to the area just for a walk, to take pictures and rest in this beautiful nature. The mining activities here eventually will have deep negative impact on tourism, as well. 

Eldorado gold says mine resumes production

Turkey forced Vancouver-based Eldorado to close the mine in August after a challenge to the validity of the company's environmental-impact assessment. The dispute dates to 2004, when three Izmir, Turkey, residents filed a lawsuit against the Turkish Ministry of Environment. Eldorado helped fund and defend the case and later became a co-defendant.

Eldorado shares rose 84 cents, or 13 percent, to C$7.49 as of 4:10 p.m. in Toronto Stock Exchange trading. The shares have climbed 28 percent this year.Before Kışladağ closed about Aug. 20, Eldorado expected the mine to produce 190,000 to 200,000 ounces of gold a year, or about 61 percent of the company's total gold output.

Because Eldorado maintained staffing levels during the shutdown, ``we are now in a position to quickly resume full production,'' Wright said in the statement. Full production may be reached after an administrative court in Ankara and the government allowed mining to begin again, Chief Executive Officer Paul Wright said Friday in a statement.

Millions down the drain on cell phones

Due to absence of recycling, 3.5 tons of silver, more than 150 kilograms of gold, tons of nickel and cobalt which could be obtained from used cell phones go down the drain. There are nearly 200 million second-hand cell phones in Turkey, according to estimates. These precious metals are wasted so long as Turkey does not implement recycling technology on used cell phones, a recent survey has revealed.

The Opportunities In The Cell report, prepared by the Teleses Group, suggests regaining used phones to the economy by recycling. Recycling will both serve the conservation of nature and also create an economical value, the report said. 

Nearly 11.5 million cell phones were sold in Turkey last year, the report revealed. As one of the fastest growing markets in the world, users buy a new phone approximately every 11 to 14 months, according to Teleses. The total weight of all cell phones purchased in Turkey in one year amount to more than 1 million kilograms.

Users, who buy new cell phones approximately every year, are inclined to sell their used phones, but they cannot easily do this due to legal constraints, the report claims. Second hand cell phone usage is promoted all over the world, in order to protect the environment and enhance tax revenues of governments, the report says. But Turkey puts 18 percent of VAT in the sale of second-hand phones, rendering such sales nearly impossible.

As a result, nearly 9 million second-hand cell phones are bought and sold in the shadow economy, away from regulation.
GenNext//Hisar Schools students watch their waste 
At Hisar Schools, an environmental awareness campaign with a fascinating name, RCUBE, has been launched. The campaign has a core message: ‘Reduce, recycle and reuse.’ The two-year project is part of the Comenius Programme, a European Union-based initiative. All students are encouraged to participate. So far, ninth and tenth graders have joined in

The goal of the project is threefold. Firstly, it aims to make students more aware of the rubbish (garbage) that we throw away. Secondly, with this awareness, the project aims for students to try to limit their production of rubbish. Thirdly, the idea is to re-use as much rubbish as possible by encouraging companies and governments to recycle. By analyzing and comparing the eight countries' waste levels and seeing how much they need to reduce their rubbish, the project will be able to calculate how much waste can be re-used and re-cycled and use this information to start action. 

Tetra Pak is to be greener

Tetra Pak aims to decrease its carbon dioxide emissions by 10% in the next five years. Signing the global cooperation agreement with WWF Tetra Pak Environmental Manager declared that besides cutting down the energy consumption they will increase the level of green energy use. 

Heritage vs. energy

The private sector is having a hard time finding a suitable area for energy investments as second- and third-degree nature areas have also been closed to energy investments. 

After the prompting of the Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats (TEMA), the Council of State annulled the decision of the High Council for the Protection of Cultural and Natural Heritage that allowed energy investments in second- and third-degree areas. After the decision, the investments for plants generating electricity through wind power, solar energy or water will face problems in land allocation. It is expected that this decision will adversely affect wind power plant applications to the Energy Market Regulatory Agency (EPDK). 

TEMA did not bring this issue to the Council of State with the expectation that it would block renewable energy, said Selahattin Baysal, chairman of the Wind Energy Power Plants Investors Association (RESYAD). However, those willing to establish wind power plants will face great difficulties in finding the land, he added. The areas with strong winds, such as the Çeşme Peninsula, Ayvalık, Çanakkale- Gelibolu, will be closed to renewable energy investments due to this decision, said Baysal, adding that the private sector will face great obstacles when trying to obtain construction permits.
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