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Bali Roadmap: Progress through a global effort 

On Dec. 3, the United States joined the other 191 Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), including Turkey, in Bali, Indonesia, for an important meeting that will be a key step for the global community in addressing the serious global challenge of climate change.  

At this two-week conference, the United States aims to work constructively with other nations to help develop a “Bali Roadmap” that will chart the way for agreement on a new global climate change framework by 2009.

Landmark accord widens climate effort  
The landmark global warming document agreed by delegates at United Nations climate conference in Bali was weakened in last-minute negotiations but still made important progress in two key areas.

Under US pressure, the document abandoned setting a firm goal for worldwide emissions reductions and left opens the possibility that industrialized countries could avoid individual caps on their emissions.

Nonetheless, for the first time, it enrolled the developing world in efforts to reduce global emissions and pushed them to consider ways to limit their output of greenhouse gases as they bring their people into the industrial world.
Güler ‘willing to live next to nuclear plant'  

The minister of energy and natural resources has responded to environmentalists' claims of the negative impacts of a planned nuclear power plant in Sinop by saying he might move nearby.

Minister Hilmi Güler spoke to the press on Saturday during his return flight to Turkey from Kazakhstan, where he had joined President Abdullah Gül for official visits. When asked about the claims of environmentalists as to the harmful impacts of the future nuclear plant in Sinop on the natural environment, he replied: "I myself may live there after the nuclear plant is constructed, if that will persuade them," adding, "Sinop has a pure environment and it will stay that way forever." Güler noted that nine criteria have been defined for the companies that want to take part in nuclear energy projects, adding that these criteria will be publicized on Dec. 21. Güler mentioned that the MNG, Okan and Ahsel holdings have already decided to initiate talks to strike a partnership to bid in Kazakhstan tenders. 

Pollution report mobilized the doctors 

Ondokuz Mayis University (OMU) has published a report denoting the extent of pollution that is caused by the mobile power plant that was built for scientific purposes on the site where two new coal-fired power plants are planned to be constructed. The numeric facts show that this plant causes extreme pollution that might be a serious risk for human health. The scientists warn that this risk will increase if the power plants were to be built.

Warmer winters to take their toll on Turkey 

The parliamentary Global Warming and Water Resources Commission on Friday discussed the impact of global climate change on agriculture and energy and found that unseasonably high winter temperatures were, among other things, causing insect eggs to thrive, allowing harmful insects to multiply even in winter -- which in turn has a deleterious effect on agricultural products, targeting agriculture as a victim of global warming in coming years. 

Environment legislation will be in full accordance with EU by 2010

Turkey plans to adapt the environment legislation in line with EU law by 2010. Veysel Eroğlu, the Environment Minister, indicated that environmental adaptation, being the most important step of the negotiations, has been given major priority.

New regulation to mining

According to the new mining regulation the companies have to leave the pit in its original state. They are responsible for the rehabilitation and monitoring of the grounds for five years.
Ministers try to explain Turkey's growth slump 

Turkey will fall short of its 5 percent economic growth target for this year after a drought hit farm production, Finance Minister Kemal Unakıtan told reporters in Ankara yesterday. The government will take measures to encourage the industries that are driving growth, he said, without giving details.  

Drought may spark mass migration in search of water  

A climate expert has claimed that the continuation of the current drought in Turkey may cause migration within the country away from drier areas and toward water.

Professor Mikdat Kadıoğlu, the head of İstanbul Technical University (İTÜ)'s Meteorological Engineering Department, announced that if the current drought continues in this manner, "We can expect migratory movement toward watery regions and seashores in coming years."

He also noted: "Global warming will bring about changes in the balances in the environment. At the head of the list of changes experienced are drought and water shortages. We can expect a general migration in coming years toward watery regions and seashores if the current drought continues. And Turkey, whose own water sources are rapidly declining, needs to find long term solutions in a very short time." 

The award for social responsibility goes to “Karaca and Gökyiğit”

Marmara Group Stategical and Social Research Institution granted the award for social responsibility to Hayrettin Karaca, the founder and honorary president of TEMA foundation, and Nihat Gökyiğit, the chairman of the board of trustees. While presenting the awards, Süleyman Demirel, the 9th President of Turkey, pointed out that Turkey needs to change its environmental policies and adopt to the changes and will ratify Kyoto sooner or later.

They earned from garbage and treated 470 thousand patients 

Lokman Hekim Health Foundation Hospital was founded by four idealist doctors in a shanty town at Gebze. The medical fee is just 10 TRY and for the ones who are unable to pay this amount it’s only 0, 50 TRY. The major source of income for the hospital is the recycling of plastic and paper that are collected monthly from households and offices.
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