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IPA framework agreement  between the European Union and Turkey is signed

The Framework Agreement for cooperation between Turkey and the European Union for assistance under the  Instrument for Pre-accession (IPA) was signed on 11 July 2008 by the Head of the Delegation of the European Commission to Turkey, Ambassador Marc Pierini and the Secretary General for EU Affairs, Ambassador Oğuz Demiralp. The Framework Agreement will now be submitted to the Turkish Grand National Assembly for ratification.
IPA assists candidate countries in preparing for EU accession. Assistance under IPA is available from 2007 to 2013 and focuses on five components:

I. Transition Assistance and Institution Building

II. Regional and Cross-Border Cooperation

III. Regional Development 

IV. Human Resources Development

V. Rural Development

The first component concentrates on institution building, in particular the Copenhagen political criteria, the alignment with the EU legislation, and the promotion of civil society dialogue between Turkey and the EU.
 The second component provides support for the participation in multi-country and cross-border cooperation programmes.
The third and fourth components prepare for future participation in the EU structural funds. 
The regional development component finances infrastructure in the environment and transport sectors and promotes regional competitiveness through support for small and medium size enterprises. The human resources development component supports employment creation, education and social inclusion. 
The fifth component will promote the future participation in the Common Agricultural Policy and the related funding instruments.

Clean drinking water for Şanlıurfa 24 hours a day 
People of Şanlıurfa found a long-term solution to their drinking water problem through Turkey’s most comprehensive environmental infrastructure project supported by the European Union. 


The Şanlıurfa Drinking Water Project, which ultimately aimed to increase the quality of life in Şanlıurfa and to solve the region’s water problem, is financed with a grant of €21.3 million from the MEDA (Euro- Mediterranean Partnership) Programme. The project is one of the many that provide the necessary financial and technical support for economic and social reforms in Turkey. 

Drinking water infrastructure, which has been constructed as part of the project, ensures uninterrupted access to clean drinking water in Şanlıurfa 24 hours a day. The objectives of the project are designed to meet the needs of 1.5 million people; the projected population of Şanlıurfa in 2020. The nature of the project is also compatible with one of the major objectives of the EU, “reducing regional inequalities”. As such, the project has made a significant contribution to the quality of life of Şanlıurfa citizens. The project is a successful example that should inspire similar projects in neighbouring cities as they strive to meet regional development goals. 

 

Pollution in İzmir Bay to be controlled 

İzmir Bay is one of the most polluted estuaries in the Aegean Sea, prompting local scientists to launch a project to prevent more pollution and mud from accumulating at the bottom of the important natural feature. Two sunken ships in the open sea near the Yenikale entrance to the bay will be removed and the navigation route for shipping will be increased from 100 meters to 250 meters. 

  Bird Paradise and the Tuzla district will be connected to the sea by the opening of new water channels to create water circulation. If this is not done properly, alluvial deposits in the narrowest section, Yenikale, will decrease the water's depth and prevent large container ships from entering İzmir port as early as 20 years from now. 

  The İzmir Dokuz Eylül University Oceanography Technology Institute has launched a four-year project for the İzmir Municipality. The president of the university, Professor Emin Alıcı, along with Professor Günay Çiftçi of the geophysics department and Associate Professor Erdem Sayın of the physical oceanography department will be in charge of the project. 

  
Professor Alıcı said lack of circulation and streaming in the bay was threatening İzmir's future. If this continues, the city would no longer be a port city, warned the academic. “We have studied about how we can save the İzmir Bay and İzmir as a port city. We can pull this through natural ways without paying loads of money.” 

  Residential and industrial waste dump into the bay was prevented by the Büyük Kanal (Big Channel) Project, yet efforts at pollution control failed. The walls of Ragıp Paşa Fishery were then demolished to open a channel for the waste flow, but today alluvial deposits near the Degaj foreland in the Tuzla region block the bay's entrance and prevent water flow. 

  Alıcı suggested several solutions. He first suggested that both sunken ships should be pulled out because the water depth decreases from 22 meters to 10 meters in the area and if a third ship sinks there, shipping will come to a halt in the area.

22nd World Mining Congress to convene in Turkey

The 22nd World Mining Congress and Expo will be held in Istanbul in 2011.The congress would be a milestone in the Turkish mining sector's integration with the world sector, the chairman of the Turkish national committee for the World Mining Congress, Rifat Kont, told the Anatolia news agency yesterday. Turkey last hosted the congress in 1979.
Turkey, Israel committed to giant energy project

Turkey and Israel are concluding talks to commit to undertake a thorough feasibility study on a new pipeline system this week. The project aims to transport oil, natural gas, water and electricity from southern Turkey to southern Israel

Israel's infrastructure minister is set to arrive in Turkey Thursday to participate in the formal launch of another major phase in a strategic multi-purpose pipeline to carry oil, natural gas, water and electricity from Turkey's Mediterranean port of Ceyhan to southern Israel, learned the Turkish Daily News. 

   Benjamin Ben-Elizer will hold detailed discussions with Turkey's Energy Minister Hilmi Güler over investment and operational costs of the planned pipeline. Given the positive outcome of the preliminary feasibility studies, the two sides are expected to launch the next stage in the project: A comprehensive feasibility analysis that requires serious investments and strong political will.  

  The project – estimated to cost around $4 billion—is considered an extension of the Samsun-Ceyhan pipeline project and if realized, will pump oil from Ceyhan to Israel's 254-kilometer Ashkelon-Eilat pipeline – also known as the Trans-Israel pipeline or Tipline—and from there to a Red Sea port via the existing pipeline network to reach its final destination, India. 

  By using the same undersea pipeline network Israel will also be supplied with fresh water from Turkey's Manavgat Dam and electricity for domestic consumption. 











