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Bureaucrats confused, eye gov't will to sign Kyoto

Turkish bureaucracy is divided on whether to sign the Kyoto Protocol, looking with concern at a lack of political will to sign the international document, it was revealed at a recent parliamentary commission meeting. Representatives of various ministries, relevant institutions and nongovernmental organizations came together yesterday with members of Parliament's environmental commission to discuss the Kyoto Protocol and Turkey's position on signing it.  

The meeting revealed that government ministries are divided on the matter. During the meeting, Yavuz Cabbar, deputy undersecretary at the Industry Ministry, said it would be a mistake to sign the protocol before Turkey understands what its requirements under the agreement will be. Cabbar's view was initially challenged by Foreign Ministry official Nursel Berberoğlu, who said, “It's not true that we will be obliged to limit greenhouse gas emissions if we sign it. The world is dynamic. Institutions are static. We have to sign the protocol.” Berberoğlu's view was supported by officials from the Environment and Forestry Ministry. "No additional requirements will be applied to us if we sign it. Therefore we have to look to the post-2012 period,” a ministry official said during the meeting. 

In 2012 a new climate regime will come into force, as discussed by the Conference of the Parties, or COP, an international platform composed of countries that signed the protocol. The COP will convene in Poland this December. 
Turkey starts promoting 5th World Water Forum

Turkey has no intention of using water as a weapon, said Vural Altay, deputy director general at the Foreign Ministry, during a meeting Tuesday promoting the fifth World Water Forum to be held in Istanbul. 

Emphasizing that Turkey made an ambitious start, he said the Istanbul forum would bring many novelties. “For the first time local authorities, parliamentarians and government officials will come together to exchange views on the water issue,” he said. 

Scorching heat, water shortage loom  

Though the mayors of several cities have vowed their provinces will not face water shortages this summer, experts warn many regions in Turkey will be hit by a drought at least as severe as last year's.

 "May is the last month during which Turkey receives precipitation. Not much rain falls during the summer months. Keeping in mind that Turkey didn't receive much rain or snow last winter, we can say that a hot and dry summer awaits us," says Professor Orhan Şen from İstanbul Technical University's (İTÜ) meteorology department.

Turkey experienced abnormally hot and dry days last summer, with water levels dropping to alarmingly low levels and several cities experiencing frequent water cuts. Worried that Turkey may be hit by another wave of drought, authorities have sought ways to handle the country's water shortage problem. 

İstanbul Waterworks Authority (İSKİ) Director-General Mevlüt Vural has said water levels in İstanbul's dams had increased thanks to recent precipitation in the city -- but added the levels were much higher last spring.

However, there is a more optimistic panorama in terms of water levels in reservoirs in western cities such as Aydın, Muğla and Denizli. Halil İbrahim İndap, a State Waterworks Authority (DSİ) official, recently announced that the water levels at these cities' dams were better than last year.

Turkey must develop carbon financing

If Turkey does not develop the mechanisms for carbon financing by 2012, it may lose its place in international markets, said Katalin Zaim, director of the United Nations Development Programme's Environment and Sustainable Development program yesterday. Speaking at a carbon finance conference organized by Parliament's Environment Commission, she added that her organization is willing to work with Turkey to create the necessary infrastructure.  

Scrapping old vehicles answer to improving air quality, lowering emissions 

Close to a quarter of the nearly 12 million vehicles in Turkey as of 2007 were over 16 years old, and these vehicles have significant repercussions on Turkey's air quality and level of greenhouse gas emissions, according to a report by Professor Mustafa Öztürk, a Justice and Development Party (AK Party) deputy from Hatay. 

The report from Öztürk, also a former undersecretary of the environment and forestry ministry, notes that these automobiles equipped with outdated engines and parts emit a far larger amount of harmful gases into the air, contributing more than their share of air pollution, which is already at alarming levels in urban areas. 

The report suggests that the government encourage the use of alternative fuels with lower emissions, such as compressed natural gas (CNG), liquefied natural gas (LNG) and liquefied petrol gas (LPG), in urban transportation to lower greenhouse gas emissions and the amount of fuel consumed. 

Turkey's Green Building Association focuses on standards 

Environmentally friendly buildings will become blooming business in Turkey in the coming years, according to the vice president of Turkey's Green Building Association which has some 20 member companies including product manufacturers and construction firms

Theh stated that, Turkish companies active in the construction sector are becoming increasingly interested in environmentally-friendly buildings and complying with international green buildings criteria. But a negative undercurrent of the trend is that some in the industry are starting to 'greenwash' – claiming their real estate projects are environmentally friendly although in closer inspection they would not fulfill the requirements of green buildings. 

The association is lobbying for the adoption of international certification systems on green buildings in Turkey. They cited that they are looking at how Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM), used in the United Kingdom, could be adopted in Turkey. The standardized certification system will not only lead to more sustainable buildings in the future but it will also increase consumer awareness and prevent construction firms from marketing standard buildings as eco-friendly. 

Giant recycling project for e-wastes 

As part of its new city-wide recycling project, the Greater Istanbul Municipality will start collecting personal computers and disused white goods that pose a threat to human health and that are harmful for the environment. 

The new undertaking comes after the municipality's recently initiated recycling project for solid, medical and other hazardous wastes. The European Union provides a 500,000-euro fund for the project titled “Sustainable Management Project for Domestic Electronic Wastes.” 

The first stage of the project is expected to last 30 months, during which the municipality plans to collect about 6,000 computers and computer parts. Once the data in those computers is deleted, the computers will be recycled, refurbished, and made ready for re-use. The recycled computers will be distributed to hospitals and other public institutions that are in need of them. 

The second part of the project will involve white goods. The municipality estimates it will collect four kilograms of disused electrical and electronic household appliances per person within a year. Scrap parts of computers, made of aluminum, copper, plastic, and iron, which cannot be used in the recycling process, will be collected in separate containers. 

Turkey plants 2 billion trees in UN campaign 

Turkey has planted the second highest number of trees under the auspices of a United Nations program to combat climate change, according to a report released by the United Nations Environment Program yesterday. At 400 million, Turkey ranks below Ethiopia's 700 million and above Mexico's 250 million planted trees. The campaign launched in 2006 has seen 2 billion trees planted so far, double the original target, and has set a new target of 7 billion by late 2009 before a crucial climate change conference in Copenhagen.

Pollution destroying Lake Van: Urgent action needed 

Lake Van, the fifth largest lake in Europe, is dying. Unless urgent measures are taken, the lake will dry up within the next 10-15 years. The Turkish Marine Environment Protection Association has included Lake Van in its project ‘Limitless Blue’ that has been carried out for two years to save coastlines. 
The lake is also home to the pearl mullet, a fish species found only in the region, and a natural wonder. Around 40 percent of the lake's shores are already unusable, and the pearl mullet is about to become extinct. 

Energy and oil industry killing fishing business in İskenderun Gulf  

Fishermen working in the Gulf of İskenderun have said industrialization and a lack of concern for the environment are choking the fishing sector in the region.

The Gulf of İskenderun is an important center in the transfer of oil and energy resources. This has led to an increase in sea temperatures and subsequently affected the fishing industry. Area fishermen said the numbers of most types of fish have in the area have dropped and also cited that pollution stemming from fishing farms as another reason for the drop. 

Environmentalists win the fight, Otopan arrives clean 

It is a victory that the unseaworthy vessel called Otopan is now arriving Turkey for dismantling after dangerous waste has been removed, said representatives of the Initiative to Prevent Dangerous Vessel Dismantling in a press release this week in the Aegean province of İzmir. 

Otopan first sailed to Turkey in 2006, but environmentalists opposed the arrival of the vessel and it was revealed that the vessel contains 54 tons of asbestos, contrary to a declaration by the Netherlands government that the vessel had only one ton of the material. Asbestos is regarded as a dangerous waste, extremely harmful to human health. After that, the Environment and Forestry Ministry stopped the process and sent the vessel back. 

The environmentalists demanded the vessel arrive in Turkey after the dangerous waste is removed. “We are glad that the vessel comes to Turkey in compliance with our demands and international and national regulations,” said Ertuğrul Barka, the head of the Chamber of Chemistry Engineers İzmir Branch. “However, to make this victory meaningful, a permanent control mechanism consisting of NGOs and trade unions should be established and it is necessary to continue isolating of those kinds of vessels in Aliağa facilities at sea and controlling the waste,” Barka said.    

10 new 'Blue Flags' for the beaches in Muğla 

In the Aegean province of Muğla, 10 more beaches have been awarded the “Blue Flag,” raising the number of blue flag beaches in the region to 57 this year. 

Following an evaluation by the international jury of the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE), it was announced that 258 of Turkey's beaches and 13 marinas were deemed worthy of carrying the blue flag. According to information provided by FEE's Turkey representative the Turkish Foundation of Environmental Education (TÜRÇEV), there were 47 blue flag beaches in Muğla last year. But the number of marinas with a blue flag, which stood at eight last year, decreased to seven. 
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