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Turkey tops industrial nations' greenhouse gas emissions list
Turkey has been announced top among industrialized countries in terms of the rate of increase in greenhouse gases emissions between 1990-2006. 
Turkey's gas emissions rose 95.1 percent between 1990-2206,  the U.N. Climate Change Secretariat said on Monday.

Emissions of greenhouse gases by industrialized nations rose 2.3 percent from 2000 to 2006, led by gains in former Soviet bloc countries after sharp falls in the 1990s, it added.

Total emissions dipped 0.1 percent from 2005 to 2006, helped by a U.S. fall, but the Secretariat said the trends were still up this century.  

Overall, emissions by industrialized countries were 4.7 percent lower than their 1990 levels, the U.N. benchmark for action to slow climate change. 

Solution for 2-B lands

A constitutional amendment will solve the issue over land that has lost its forest quality, the Environment and Forestry Ministry and the Finance Ministry have decided, the Anatolia news agency reported. 


This land, known as "2-B land" according to the Forest Law, constitutes an area of 473,000 hectares and will be sold in five different ways after the amendment. 


Municipalities and the Mass Housing Administration, or TOKİ, will use land in city centers for urban transformation projects. 2-B lands in city centers constitute an area over 22,000 hectares. Many residential areas in big cities like Istanbul, İzmir, Antalya and Muğla are 2-B lands. Land already used for industry will be sold to owners of industrial facilities.
 

If agricultural production is ongoing, land will be redefined as agricultural land. 2-B lands near forested areas will be reforested, if possible, to enrich the land’s qualities. Some of the revenue from sales will also be used to develop villages in forested areas.


Marmaris Port eyes expansion

As port officials in Marmaris await approval from the Culture and Tourism Ministry to start construction on an additional 300-meter-long pier to be able to serve four cruise ships at the same time, local environmentalists oppose the plans, arguing that the increased number of visiting ships will put the future of popular tourism town at risk.

The plans to bulid an additional pier to Marmaris Port is still the number one item on the town’s agenda.
The general manager of the Marmaris Port has argued that the port needs expansion to profit more from cruise tourism. However, environmentalists counter that increased cruise traffic would harm Marmaris’s ecosystem.

Şükrü Tugay, general manager of Marmaris Prot Management Inc., told the Anatolia news agency that the port needs to expand to accommodate four ships at once.

The Marmaris Port was privatized in 2001, and the capacity is far short of the constantly increasing demand, Tugay said, adding that too few ships visited Marmaris before the privatization.

Over 100,000 cruise tourists

"The number of cruise ships visiting Marmaris was below 50 before we took over the management, now the number is 100," he said. "This year so far, we have served 100 ships and more than 100,000 passengers. We have been attending tourism fairs, promoting the historical and natural beauties of the region. These efforts have helped cruise tourism boom."

Currently, Marmaris Port has two piers, one of them small, said Tugay. "We can serve one mega-class cruise ship, with a length of 300 meters, and a middle-class ship up to 200 meters long. Our aim is to be able meet more than one demand for the same day and not turn down any cruise company just because we don’t have free space."

According to Tugay, every cruise ship that does not visit Marmaris is a loss for the country’s tourism. "We know that we will not have four ships every day, but the cruise programs are prepared annually, and when you turn down a request for one day, that may result in being taken out of the whole program."

The general manager said it would be too late for the Marmaris Port if they wait for demand to strengthen infrastructure, but must be ready for increased traffic and create its own demand. The plans of expansion include the construction of a 300-meter-long pier, which would increase the capacity of the port by two mega-class ships. Obtaining permission from the Ministry of Culture and Tourism is in progress, Tugay said. "When the ministry approves the project, we can finish construction in 10 to 12 months," he said.

Cruise tourism is the fastest growing part of the tourism sector, said Tugay, adding that Turkey and Marmaris must act quickly not to miss the opportunities.

As Marmaris Port officials await approval from the Culture and Tourism Ministry, environmentalists in Marmaris have already applied to state institutions and asked for the request to be turned down.

The future of Marmaris will be risked for financial gain, said Filiz Ersan, the Marmaris Environment Advocates Association, or MEAA's, chairwoman.

More pollution feared

"Expansion of a port in service is not allowed anywhere in the world," she said. "Marmaris looks like a small lagoon, with a bay unable to clean itself. If the port is expanded, the number of ships here will increase and cause more pollution. Emissions from ships will harm forests, animal species and sea life. The bay area cannot take any more ships."

But Tugay disagrees that the port expansion and cruise ships will harm the environment. "Among the countries that mega cruise ships visit are Norway and England, which are known to be sensitive to environmental issues," he said. "These countries would not let the ships in if they suspected the slightest harm."

The cruise ships are state-of-the-art vessels, said Tugay, and most of them include a department to minimize the ship’s impact on the environment.


Fish farms investigated

A committee of 14 deputies from Parliament’s Environment Commission starts to investigate the fish farm problem in Güllük Bay. Deputies say they will do whatever it takes to move the farms seriously polluting the sea

Fish farms in Muğla’s Güllük Bay, in Turkey’s Aegean region, have been investigated by 14 deputies from Parliament’s Environment Commission following reports of pollution.

Nuri Uslu, from the Justice and Development Party, or AKP, and head of the Environment Commission, said fish farms on the bay’s shores and close to nearby islands had previously polluted the surrounding sea and were an eyesore. "For this reason we will make sure that whatever can be done to move the fish farms to a new location expeditiously, will be done."

The 14 deputies travelled to Muğla in Bodrum, leaving from Torba Port on the yacht "Derinbey" in the early hours of the morning after a memorial ceremony commemorating Atatürk’s death. They visited the İkiz Islands, Yılan Island and offshore fish farms. Caimacam Abdullah Kalkan and other local officials and representatives of the fishing industry accompanied the deputies.

Representatives from the tourism industry, despite being invited, did not join the trip. During the four hour yacht trip to Güllük Bay on the luxury 35 meter yacht, there was a briefing on the history of fish farming and its environmental effects. Four deputies and three experts became seasick during the voyage, while other deputies chose to sleep on the deck in the 28 degree weather.

Mehmet Erdoğan, an Adıyaman deputy from the AKP, appeared to be enjoying mixing work with pleasure and was seen taking off his jacket and sunbathing on the yacht’s deck.

"Speed up the bureaucratic processes and we will move in three months," Hadi Kayhan, the provincial director for agriculture said after the briefing. "ÇED reports have been finalized and fish farms will be moved to newly designated locations quickly. Then there will be no pollution," he said.

İhsan Bozan, president of a marine agricultural association in Muğla, said ÇED reports had been completed Oct. 15. "After the reports’ approval, new locations will be allocated. If the bureaucracy moves fast, farms could move to their new locations within three months," Bozan said. Fish agriculturists want to move to the new location to avoid similar problems in the future. "Last time, in 2003, they told us to move to a location chosen by three ministries, which we did, but now we are being told to move again. This industry cannot handle changing locations every five years, physically or financially," Bozan said, adding they were sorry to keep hearing complaints from the tourism industry about the farms.

While indicating the new locations of the fish farms on a map, Caimacam Kalkan said community members who criticised his views on local tourism and fishing, should learn to be more objective and listen to his views before responding. Agriculturists should put themselves in the position of tourism industry operators and vica versa, Kalkan said, adding, "The two industries should not be enemies, but supporters of each other. The riches of the country are too precious. If we cannot preserve them for future generations, both industries will not exist in the years to come."

Farms must be relocated

Uslu, after the four hour yacht trip, said the scene caused by the fish farms, was not a pretty one. The commission believed the newly designated locations would not harm either industry and that whatever could be done to speed up the legal process would be done. He added they had been told members of the tourism industry would be there and he was sorry they were not, "We heard their comments and those of environmentalists from the farms during a meeting in Muğla, so we will also evaluate those comments."

After observations at Güllük Bay, members of the commission enjoyed a fish banquet at a local restaurant. The banquet was hosted by Mehmet Yavuz Demir, mayor of Güllük from the AKP, Şahin Aslan, Caimacam from Milas and businessman Sami Kont. The deputies left for Izmir with 5 kilogram boxes of bream each.
Italian minister against Turkish EU membership

Bossi was criticizing Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s support for Turkey’s membership to the EU during last week’s visit to Turkey, when he added, "Without its Christian character, there will be no Europe."

Bossi was criticizing Prime Minister Silvio Berlusconi’s support for Turkey’s membership to the EU during last week’s visit to Turkey, when he added, "Without its Christian character, there will be no Europe."

Marmaris needs immediate action 
	


Stating Marmaris’s nature, agriculture, animal husbandry, wildlife population and sustainable tourism is in danger, environmentalists ask for immediate action against the mojor problems of the Aegean town.
There are nine major threats to the unmatched natural beauty and wildlife population of Muğla’s Marmaris district, environmentalists say, calling on authorities to take action. 

In Marmaris, which attracts more than 1 million tourists annually, the Environment Volunteers, a 200-member organization, recently published a written notice, "That’s enough. Do not let Marmaris fade away," addressing Muğla citizens and Muğla's six parliamentary members. Stating Marmaris’s nature, agriculture, animal husbandry, wildlife population and sustainable tourism is in danger, environmentalists ask authorities to collaborate on solving current problems, as quickly as possible. 


The environmentalists also state they will take the case to the European Court of Human Rights if the "Special Forestation Project," is not cancelled or if a decision is made to expand the local port. The Special Forestation Project allows areas not defined as forest to be leased to individuals and allows mining research in an area covering 52 percent of the district. 

"We have serious concerns about Marmaris being destroyed in the near future if necessary precautions which ensure the protection of the sea, air and forest, are not taken as soon as possible," said Filiz Ersan, chairman of Marmaris Environment Volunteers. "We ask authorities, especially the Prime Minister, to take necessary steps to save the future of Marmaris and the future of our country." 


Mining Licenses

Currently, 41 firms have certificates that allow them to conduct miningresearch across 52 percent of the Marmaris region. Environmentalists say these certificates should be cancelled as soon as possible.
 

Jeep Safaris

Safari customers are contaminating safari routes. Dust clouds caused by jeeps in the area cover flora in dust. Safari customers who smoke are increasing the risk of forest fires. 

Port Expansion 

There are plans to extend the port of Marmaris. If the Culture and Tourism Ministry approves the project, it will enclose a large area of sea, making the Bay harder to clean.

Noise Pollution 

Marmaris is noisier than many big cities in Turkey during summer months. Noise caused by restaurants, pubs and entertainment venues in residential areas should be lessened. 


Housing
The lack of a proper construction plan over many years has led to illegal settlement in the town, especially in protected areas. The problem should also be solved soon. 

Sea Pollution

The waste contamination cannot be avoided as there is a lack of necessary technology, but pollution watch-stations should be formed to prevent further  contamination of the sea. 


Fire Threat 

The town includes fodder, or grassland, that can easily cause forest fires. Those who do not clean up grassland on their property should be penalized, argue envinonmentalists.

Arsenic level safe in Mersin’s tap water

The arsenic level in the tap water in Mersin, southern Turkey, is very low, according to the Mersin Water and Sewerage Administration, or MESKİ.

"We sent samples from the city’s tap water to a neutral institution The Scientific and Technological Research Council of Turkey, or TÜBİTAK," said Ömer Gülay, the director of MESKİ. "The results were positive since the arsenic level in the tap water turned out to be lower than the standard level," said Gülay in a press conference.

As the sensational news about the arsenic levels in urban tap water around Turkey led people to worry about their health, the director said he test more than was required and sent the samples to TÜBİTAK.

Samples were taken from Mersin’s tap water, which comes from the Berdan Dam. Gülay said, for around two years, they did not provide water to the city from the artesian wells in which adverse results have been found in the tests.

Gülay said there was no connection between recent child deaths in the city and the arsenic level in the water. The provincial health director Aytekin Kemik also believes that this issue has no connection with the arsenic.
New tariffs to be discussed

A new water disposal tariff, prepared by Istanbul Municipality Waterworks, or İSKİ, foresees a 4.2 percent price rise in the cost of water. The 2009 budget proposal and service tariffs of İSKİ’s general management were already on the agenda of November meetings of the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality.

The plan, which proposes the new prices for Istanbul tap water, will be discussed by the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality Council.











