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EU-funded project acts for Gökova
A recent project funded by the European Union will help preserve Gökova Bay and Sedir Island for future generations, a local mayor believes. 

  The project by Muğla University's engineering faculty combat illegal fishing, support small-scale fishermen, build an information desk on Sedir Island and publish information brochures about the island for visitors, Ahmet Çalca, mayor of Muğla's Akyaka district, told the Anatolian news agency. 

  The integrated shoreline administration project covering the borders of Akyaka started two and a half years ago and will end six months from now, said Çalca.  “In our last meeting with the EU representative, using conservation techniques in the costal areas and creating a tourist center in the Akyaka district along with Cedar Island were on the agenda,” he said.  

  “We want to give accurate information about our natural wonders to the people who visit the district.  We will distribute brochures and booklets to visitors with first hand information about the islands." 

  ‘We will prevent illegal fishing':  

  Çalca said the brochures were prepared with help from Muğla University's Sociology Department concerning how the land usage of Akyaka's shores could be made legal, modern and environmentally conscious. 

  “There are 33 fisherman families living in Akyaka and 65 in Akçapınar. These families fish in the seas near the Sedir Island and they have problems because of illegal fishing in the area,” he said. The aim is to implement better and more effective controls with an administration in Gökova that will listen to fishermen's complaints. 

  “We were informed about how small-scale fishermen handle illegal fishing practices in Foça. That project will serve as a model for our fishermen, who live under the roof of our integrated shoreline administration. We will apply and support Foça's method in Akyaka.” 

  Nature sports: 

  He said they were considering Akyaka's Azmak county for the location of a visitor's center. "Visitors will sit comfortably in a 6,000-square-meter area drinking tea and coffee while they receive information about restaurants, sights and sporting activities in Akyaka," he said. 

  The project will help develop environmental consciousness among locals and create a culture that both benefits from and protects nature. 

  "We created a system for the tourist-carrying Blue Cruise boats to properly empty their bilge and septic tanks. For the past two and a half years, these boats have been emptying their waste into our municipality's sewer system before leaving on voyages.  The waste treatment facilities have been undergoing tests by the Special Commission for the Environment for a year now. This year samples tested from Azmak as well as the beach have proven to be fairly clean. This is good news for Akyaka,” Çalca stated. 

  In Akyaka, where alternative tourism opportunities are expanding, no loud music is allowed and the visitors are guided to participate in nature sports,” the mayor added. “We have been preparing advertisements and booklets boasting the history and culture of the Sedir Island. We want our visitors to know that the island is a kaleidoscope of six or seven different cultures." 

  EU-supported Gökova Project  

   The on-going project, titled “Preparation and implementation of the Integrated Management Action Plan,” is financially supported by Euro-Mediterranean Regional Programme for the Environment.  It has so far included activities such as the protection of natural areas and species, administration of historic ruins, recreation programming, controlling damage to beaches, the development of administration for beaches, initiatives for the families of fishermen, regulating the quality of costal waters, waste management, creating a GIS database, awareness campaigns, education and consciousness advertising, public meetings, organization of conferences and workshops, various sea-related and underwater observations and measurements, producing documentaries about Gökova Bay, Akyaka and Sedir Island, designing and building a visitors' center and preparing and implementation of the integrated shoreline administration plan.  
Turkey selected as member of IAEA

The International Atomic Energy Agency, or IAEA, has officially declared Turkey's membership on the agency's board of governors Saturday.

  In the 52nd session of the IAEA General Conference in the Austrian capital of Vienna, the agency selected Turkey as a new member on its board of governors.

  Turkey joins Spain, Malaysia, New Zealand, Egypt, Burkina Faso, Argentina, Cuba, Uruguay, Romania and Afghanistan, elected as the other 10 new members of the board. 

  �Our membership is an important opportunity to become effective in the decisions the board will make,� said Ahmet Ertay, head of the Turkish delegation.

  Turkey will serve as a member of the IAEA Board of Governors for two years. The new board will conduct its first regular meeting in Vienna on Oct. 6. Iran and Syria had also applied for membership, but withdrew after reaction from Western states. 

  Meanwhile, IAEA passed a resolution urging all Middle East nations to renounce nuclear bombs in a vote most Arabs boycotted over amendments they felt took pressure off Israel.

  The meeting voted for a resolution urging all nations to open their nuclear activities to outside inspection and work toward the establishment of a Mideast nuclear weapons-free zone. With Israel the only country in the region considered to have nuclear arms, passage of the resolution constituted indirect criticism of the Jewish state. 

  The vote was 82-0 with 13 abstentions, but disenchantment reigned after days of wrangling between Israel and Western nations on one hand and Arab and Islamic states on the other that polarized a body that normally operates on consensus, reported Reuters yesterday. 

  The resolution called on all nations in the Middle East not to develop, test or otherwise acquire nuclear weapons,and urged nuclear weapons states to refrain from any action hindering the establishment of a Mideast zone free of nuclear weapons.

  But the United States and European Union managed to block an effort by Muslim nations and their supporters to submit a resolution more directly critical of Israel and its nuclear capabilities. The resolution kept from a floor vote by a Western-backed "no-action" motion was carried by a 46-43 margin.

Marrying energy demand and supply
"We have moved into a new energy world. The volatility of the global oil price has had a major impact on the world economy at the same time as we are obliged to make major cuts in CO2. It no longer makes sense to have one department responsible for energy demand and another for energy supply." 

This is how a senior UK government insider explained the widely praised decision on Friday to create a new Department for Energy and Climate. 

Three factors were in play, the insider said: uncertainty about future energy supplies and prices; the Climate Change Bill becoming legally binding with an expectation that it will point to an 80% CO2 reduction by 2050; and the need to secure an international climate agreement.

"Our only response to the combination of these is to bear down on energy demand," the source said. "So we have had to bring demand into the same place as supply." 

The new department to be headed by Ed Miliband will bring under the same roof the energy team from Berr (Department for Business Enterprise and Regulatory Reform) and the climate team from Defra (Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs). 

The decision was welcomed by organisations from the CBI business group to environmentalists like Friends of the Earth. 

They all said the move should have happened years ago to combat government dithering over decisions like whether the UK should build new coal-fired power stations. 

Clearly, bringing together civil servants under the same roof is no panacea. Some of the demands of energy security and climate change will be very difficult to reconcile. 

The move will internalise inter-departmental conflicts that are currently more transparent. The appointments of the top civil servants in the department will be key. 

Decisions on transport and housing which have a major impact on emissions will still lie outside the scope of the new department. At the very least, though, we may see some decisions taken on our future energy infrastructure. 
Greens welcome new climate dept

Green groups have welcomed the creation of a new energy and climate department in Gordon Brown's government reshuffle. 

Ed Miliband will head the new department, and will join his elder brother David around the Cabinet table. 

Previously, the UK's energy policy and climate strategy has been divided between two separate government teams. 
Think-tank Green Alliance said it hoped the move would result in a more joined-up approach to cutting emissions. 

"Hallelujah. A department of energy and climate change, and not before time," responded the alliance's director, Stephen Hale. 

"Ed Miliband's in-tray is piled high with issues that the old structure did not resolve. The new department puts climate change where it belongs, with its own seat at the cabinet table." 

The CBI described climate change and energy security as "vital national interests", adding that both required urgent action. 

"Combining them may help identify both synergies and trade-offs, but we must avoid either one becoming subordinate to the other," said Dr Neil Bentley, the CBI director of business environment. 

"Ultimately, it is sound, timely policy decisions that matter most, not departmental names or structures." 
Disease warning on climate change

Climate change may hasten the spread of diseases that can move from wild animals to humans, warns the Wildlife Conservation Society (WCS) in a report. 

The Deadly Dozen highlights 12 zoonoses - animal-borne diseases - that may spread as the climate warms. 

The US-based organisation advocates establishing a global early warning network making use of Western and indigenous people's knowledge. 

The report was launched here at the World Conservation Congress. 

"We've seen Lyme disease work its way up from the US into Canada, and West Nile fever as well," said William Karesh, director of WCS's global health programmes. 

"Basically what you have now are fewer frozen nights in this region, and that allows the ticks and mosquitoes that carry these diseases to survive further north." 

In its landmark assessment of climate impacts, released last year, the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) noted that elevated temperatures would change the distribution of animals that carry diseases affecting humans, and that improved disease surveillance was a "climate adaptation" measure that some countries were already taking. 

Nuclear power back on German political agenda

The vat of still blue water containing enriched uranium rods at Germany's oldest nuclear plant looks as harmless as a public swimming pool.

  But the stifling heat in the domed reactor building and the sight of workers in orange jumpsuits with Geiger counters, white gloves and layers of plastic covering their feet betray the risks of nuclear power generation.

  Oxygen masks hang on the walls of the earthquake-proof reactor building and on leaving the area in RWE's Biblis plant in southwestern Germany, visitors are subjected to two body scans for radioactive contamination.

  The risk underlined by these precautions partly explains why Germans have for decades nurtured an aversion to nuclear, which supplies just under 30 percent of power needs compared with 80 percent in France, the world's leading nuclear nation.

  The industry is growing globally and other European nations including Britain and Finland are reviving nuclear. But Germany -- where about half the power comes from coal -- has so far stuck to a 2001 law to phase out nuclear reactors by 2021.

  The ground is shifting, however: oil prices which have risen fivefold since 2001, fears about energy supply security and the need to curb carbon dioxide emissions have boosted support for nuclear in Europe's biggest energy-consuming state.

Uşak to fight air pollution with mobile phones 

Text messages will be employed to tackle air pollution in the Aegean province of Uşak. 

  The province plans to combat pollution by sending an SMS to people's mobile phones warning them not to use central heating on some days, the Anatolia news agency reported yesterday. 

  We will use SMS to warn the residents of Uşak,said Ramazan Toker, the head of the province's Environment and Forestry Administration. Toker said Uşak experiences heightened air pollution on certain days due to a rise in air pressure. The pollution is mainly caused by coal stoves and central heating systems in winter. 

  We know exactly when the air pollution will increase and affect normal life. We will warn apartment managers and ask them to not use the central heating system,said Toker. Apartment buildings that do not follow the directions sent by the SMS and use central heating will be fined up to YTL 300 per floor. Toker also said they had created a team devoted to controlling the use of central heating in Uşak during the ban days. 

  The province will also ensure that during days when the air temperature is above 14 degrees Celsius, stoves and central heating are not be used. Stoves and heating systems can only be used after 6 a.m., between 3 p.m. and 4 p.m., and between 8 p.m. and 10 p.m.
Ankara water not even fit for irrigation, says DSİ report 

Drinking water in Ankara that is sourced from the Kızılırmak River is not even safe for irrigation, a recent report has revealed. 

  The report by the State Water Works Authority, or DSİ, has also challenged statements by Ankara Mayor Melih Gökçek, who claimed that Kızılırmak water was appropriately purified and, as such, reasonably clean and drinkable. 

  A local authority from Sivas' Saraç village applied to the Şarkışla local administration July 4 to request the transportation of water for agricultural purposes from the hydroelectric power plant channel to be constructed close to their village. The local administration conveyed the demand to the DSİ. 

  In its response to the local administration, the DSİ said: Our works showed that it isn't possible to deliver water from the hydroelectric power plant channel [to the region] as the Kızılırmak water in the region isn't at that quality of water infrastructure. The construction project also doesn't anticipate the irrigation process.

  It also said, however, that the firm that took on the project would provide the river with sufficient water. Referring to the DSİ's written statement, the Şarkışla local administration informed the local authority of the village that the Kızılırmak water, which was found to be unsafe for irrigation, could not be used for watering agricultural areas. 

  However, the capital has been consuming water from Kızılırmak since May. The municipality insisted on transporting water from Kızılırmak and Gökçek, saying the water was drinkable, and representatives even drank the water in front of the media in defiance of the criticism and despite the warning of experts, who said the river was contaminated and could not be fully purified using existing technology. Experts also warned about the long-term health hazards of the polluted water. A report by Middle East Technical University, or METU, also showed the level of arsenic to be twice the normal levels.  
Mersin may have fish farms, says minister 

Mersin may be the right place to establish fish farms, a state minister has said. 

  Fish farms have been a source of debate as the farms in the Aegean, located near the shore, create heavy onshore pollution. 

  State Minister Kürşat Tüzmen told the Anatolia news agency that fish farms can damage the environment when not done properly and the government will be cautious on granting new licenses. 

  The fish farms near the shores of Bodrum, Didim and Akbük have severely damaged the sea, Tüzmen said, adding that he has firsthand information being himself a diver. Of course domestic waste creates pollution too, said Tüzmen. But when you add the pollution caused by the fish farms to that, the results are unacceptable. I am totally against such fish production.

  The state minister said the applications for fish farm licenses in Mersin are being investigated. According to Tüzmen, Mersin is an available spot for off-shore fish farms, but it can be expensive. 

  I have dived in tuna farms, recalled Tüzmen. Tuna farms can be established in the middle of the Mediterranean where they will not cause pollution. The closer the farms are to the shores, the more pollution they cause, he said. 

  Tüzmen said the income from the export of the fish farms is at an amount that cannot be sacrificed. Of course we will make exports, even the tourists coming to Turkey will want to eat fish. But we must do it in a way that will not damage tourism, the minister said. 

İzmir tackles water problem

 The arsenic level in İzmir's tap water has been so high in recent months that the mayor had to warn the public not to use the water. But thanks to a treatment plant, the municipality hopes that the problem will soon be over. 

  The İzmir Municipality is now making one of the world's biggest investments in the form of arsenic treatment plants, which have become the main topic of conversation recently due to global warming and drought. In order to control the increasing ratio of arsenic levels in water with the chemical changes observed in subterranean waters, the İzmir Municipality has started to build arsenic treatment plants in Menemen, Halkapınar, Göksu and Sarıkız wells, with an investment of 15 million euros. There were arsenic treatment plants in only two cities in Turkey previously, but the municipality has announced that all three treatment plants will be put into use within three months. 

  According to information provided by authorities of an Italiana S.P.A.-Nema Chemistry International Trade Joint Adventure, the arsenic treatment plant, which will refine the 259,000 cubic meters of water coming from Göksu and Sarıkız wells in Manisa, will have the title of world's biggest treatment plant in this field. The world's biggest treatment plants, in Ashkhabad, the capital city of Turkmenistan, are working with capacities of between 150,000 and 200,000 cubic meters of water per day. In Turkey, there are treatment plants only in Uşak-Eşme and Manisa. The Manisa plant refines 800 liters of arsenic per second (69,120 cubic meters per day) and is Turkey's biggest arsenic treatment plant.  

  The arsenic treatment plant that is to be established in Halkapınar to purify 1,000 liters of wastewater will become one of the biggest treatment plants in Europe. 

  The first part of the treatment plants that will refine the water coming from Göksu and Sarıkız Wells and Menemen and Halkapınar wells will be put into use in December. The movable package treatment plant, to be built on land of the Halkapınar Water Administration, has the capacity to refine 1,000 liters of water per second while the movable package treatment plant to be built in Menemen has the capacity to refine 600 liters of water per second. Both of these plants will be completed in January. Construction is set to commence in upcoming days at plants where project and application operations are already completed. The treatment plant for Menemen Acil Wells will cost 1.8 million euros, and the Halkapınar treatment plant will cost 2.8 million euros, meaning the İzmir Municipality will invest 4.6 million euros for both of these plants. 

  The arsenic treatment plant that will refine water coming from the Göksu and Sarıkız wells is located in the 8,500-meter area where Çullutepe Water Storage in Manisa Muradiye is present. In order to finish the plant as soon as possible, people in Muradiye are working as if the mobilization has been declared. Over 70 employees are working hard from early morning to late evening in order to complete the plant. The concrete for the filtration building, to be established on a 2,500-square-meter area, is being poured. The foundations for the raw water storage and pumping station have been laid. 

  The first part of the plant, which has the capacity to refine 3,000 liters of water per second, is planned to be put into use in December, and 1,500 liters of water will be purified. The whole plant will be put into use in April 2009. The package treatment center will cost 10.8 million euros, VAT excluded.











