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Antalya preparing for Expo
The city of Antalya began preparations to welcome the Expo fair, one of the world's most important exhibitions, with a recent conference held by the city's chamber of commerce.Antalya held its first conference regarding the event in the Antalya Chamber of Commerce, or ATSO, led by Antalya Governor Aladdin Yüksel. The conference focused on the means to bring the EXPO Fair to Antalya, reported the Anatolia news agency.Antalya Governor Yüksel stated in the conference that Antalya was the city with the most benefits to hosting such an event. Noting that the fame and the tourist infrastructure of the city were great advantages, Yüksel continued: "Our goal is never to compete with İzmir. Our plan is to bring in Expo, which is held in quicker succession and lasts for three months, to Antalya. ,

  “Over the coming days, an Expo will be held in Thailand about the environment and plants. We are working on which Expo will be best for Antalya. We will probably make a decision after we attend the fair in Thailand and speak with the authorities. Our goal is to host one of the Expos held in 2014 or 2016.” Kemal Özgen, the chairman of the Antalya Chamber of Commerce, said Antalya had the experience to host such worldwide organizations as EXPO.

  He said holding such an event would have a big impact on the tourist image and fame of Antalya. "We have started working with our governor's office. In Antalya, we believe that our turn to host such events has come and we are awaiting support from the government and all related establishments. 

  “To be a candidate, to run and succeed in such events, is possible with the help of society and all organizations and establishments. We are waiting for the support of our government. The state's help is very important in this matter. To provide this help we, as Antalya, must fully embrace this subject. 

  “The matter which I care the most about in this process is that the authorities of Antalya come together and think about 10 to 15 years from now. This synergy is admirable. This project can only succeed with the participation of all of Antalya.”Justice and Development Party, or AKP, deputy Sadık Badak emphasized the ongoing Expo Zaragoza was expected to be visited by representatives from over 12 countries and have 8 million participants. "It has been reported that more than $3 billion has been invested for the preparations of Expo Zaragoza. Looking at our potential for tourism and fame, the income of an Expo event will be very effective," said Badak.

  The participants at the conference included representatives of the Provincial Directorate of Culture and Tourism, the Antalya Chamber of Commerce and Industry, or ATSO, the Antalya Exporters Union, the Antalya Industrial Zone and the Antalya Mercantile Exchange, along with other prominent cultural and business organizations in the city.

No veto on refinery, says energy watchdog

Turkey's Energy Market Regulatory Agency, or EPDK, said it has not rejected any application for building refinery in the Mediterranean oil hub Ceyhan. 

  Petrol Ofisi, owned by Austria's OMV and Turkish conglomerate Doğan Holding, hopes to build a refinery in Ceyhan, where the Baku-Tbilisi-Ceyhan pipeline and a pipeline from Iraq terminate.

  Turkish media speculated that the energy watchdog may not award a license to Petrol Ofisi due to tensions between government and Doğan Holding's chairman Aydın Doğan, who owns the country's largest media group, over its coverage of corruption allegations. 

  'The EPDK will do the most appropriate thing... None of the applications will be given priority and there will be no subjective interpretation,' said Hasan Köktaş. 

  The EPDK has received four applications for a refinery in Ceyhan, Koktaş said, but declined to say how many refineries Turkey needs. Turkey's Çalık Enerji has also applied for a license to build refinery in Ceyhan in partnership with Indian Oil Corp.

  The TDN is a Doğan Media Group publication

United Kingdom calls for more investment
The United Kingdom looks forward to strengthening business relations with Turkey. 

  Calling for further investment from Turkish companies, The U.K. is a good hub to invest in. We expect more Turkish investors to operate in our country,Nick Baird, the U.K. ambassador to Ankara, said during the U.K.-Turkey: Developing Innovative Technologies through Bilateral Investment conference. 

  Enhancing the volume of the educated labor force is one of the most crucial policies of the U.K., said Baird during the conference, which was held at Istanbul Technical University's Teknokent in Istanbul Wednesday. 

  Turkey's public sector has an innovative, flexible and dynamic structure and its economy is facing an uprising trend. While the information technologies will play a key role in the global world's future, the U.K. is aiming to be among the most competitive countries in terms of informatics in 10 years. Turkish investors, who consider investing in the U.K. will be benefited from tax advantages and incentives. Baird also revealed that the U.K. was also currently negotiating with the public authorities to open a university in Turkey. 

  Turkish investors' interest in the U.K. has been rising, said Taçlan Topal, inward investment manager of U.K. Trade & Investment, during the conference. Turkish firms are either moving their research and development departments to the U.K. or they cooperate with certain U.K.-based universities. The U.K. has been a popular investment center due to convenient sales to the Europe. Moreover, since London is the financing center of the world, the beginner firms, which need capital, are more comfortable in the U.K., said Topal. 

Alanya to lead environment-friendly cities
Alanya, one of the most popular tourist spots of Mediterranean region, had a busy summer. The restaurants, hotels and beaches were full of foreign tourists. Yet, domestic tourists showed a great interest in the city as well. The city, which welcomed many foreign residents in recent years, has an intelligent mayor who is looking forward to a bright future.
  Alanya's mayor gives importance to environmental issues and since he thinks Alanya is not a big city, it is easier to launch projects to save the environment. 
  One of the upcoming projects is that the municipality will build 20 terminals. These terminals will not be for busses, they will be for bikes. They will buy 150 bicycles, which will be ready for the ones who want to use bikes, instead of cars in the city. Bikes will be available to the ones who get a card from the terminal. The ones who ride those bikes don't have to take them back to the same terminal after they reach where they want; they can leave them in another terminal.

  The aim in this project is to specify how many people are willing to use bikes and on which routes they prefer to ride. We also want to make people get used to seeing bikes in the traffic, said Sipahioğlu. Alanya's climate and the roads are suitable for riding bikes.

Bird cries sound messages of disaster
 The drought in Turkey, a country that hosts two of the four major bird migration paths between Europe, Asia and Africa, is negatively affecting a large swath of the bird population. If precautions are not taken, humans will soon be confronted by the crisis currently affecting the birds.

  Coordinator of the Bird Research Association, or KAD, and Director of Wetland Research Osman Erdem said in his statement to Anatolian news agency, The wetlands in Turkey where the migratory birds live have nearly dried up and the deltas are faced with water shortages and the danger of a drought.
  Erdem said wetlands were important because they helped protect biological diversity and ecological balance, adding that, In spite of all our efforts and attempts to avoid this crisis, wetlands in Turkey are still in danger. Unfortunately, wetland areas continue to be lost.
  The impacts of climate change increase with every passing day, said Erdem, adding that, Many lakes in Central Anatolia, where a great number of birds take shelter and incubate to hatch, dried up. Some birds even become extinct.
  Water is as vital for animals as it as for humans. Life is impossible where water doesn't exist. Therefore, we should protect our natural resources. Because of the drought in Central Anatolia, many wetlands dried up. The birds need wetlands for food. If there are no wetlands on their migration paths, they can't arrive to their destinations. As a result, their population will decrease. Many migratory birds have already perished because of the drought and malnutrition. This awful situation has impacted not only Central Anatolia but the world as well, where the bird population has seen a decline. Water is the main source of the life. Birds are especially affected by drought and climate change because they can't live without wetlands. If there are no wetlands in the region they live, they will leave that area. In the near future, this situation will be true for humans as well. Our mission is to protect our wetlands, he said.

The water level increases in the dams
While some regions of Turkey are facing the threat of drought, the Aegean city of Aydın is doing well. Aydın Regional Director of the State Waterworks Authority, or DSİ, Halil İbrahim İndap indicated that the water level in dams and lakes in Aydın, which provides water to Muğla, has increased compared to last year. İndap said that in the Geyik Dam the water level had increased from 26 to 40 percent, the water level in the Mumcular Dam, which provides water to Bodrum, had increased from 13 to 16 percent, and the water level in Kazan Lake, which is situated in Muğla's Bayır town and used for irrigation, is up 22 percent. He added that September, October and November rains would further increase the water levels. Soil was in serious need of water during the summer days, said İndap. But we hope that rain and snowfall will fill the dams in three or four months' time.
Mining debate re-intensifies
Mining research may resume in magnesium reserves in the forests in the village of Osmaniye in Marmaris following the Muğla Administrative Court's review of the defense of the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources. 

  The court decision allowing Neslişah, which began researching the mine and sending work vehicles into the zone after a four-month break, drew protests from villagers, environmentalists and politicians, reported Doğan news agency.   

  Muğla's legislature representative, Fevzi Topuz from the main opposition Republican People's Party, or CHP, along with members of the Marmaris CHP District Administration and individuals from environmental groups, went to Osmaniye to work with residents who were affected by the research. NecmettinYankol, an advocate for the community, spoke in the village coffee house where he said permission to mine had been revoked by the General Directorate of Mining Affairs, which is part of the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources, after the decision to cease activities in May. 

  The Ministry was in conflict with itself. Initially, they revoked permission from Neslişah and, later, their civil chamber submitted a defense for conducting mining research, said Yankol.

  The Muğla Administrative Court had ordered to cancel the work and make a decision of enforcement to stop, which was the opposite of their first decision, without considering new research and expert opinions. This is wrong. I think Muğla came to a decision through political considerations. We applied to the Aydın Administrative Court when the case was concluded.

  The Neslişah company began searching for magnesium reserves in the Osmaniye forest in January 2007. When 417 Calabrian pine trees were cut down, people opposed to the mining signed petitions and protested. They also appealed to the Muğla Administrative Court in April 2008. The court halted mining activities until a decision could be reached. 











