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Turkey to host CERN conference
Turkey is to host a conference attended by researchers from the European Organization for Nuclear Research, or CERN's, Large Hadron Collider experiments, which experienced a magnet failure Friday prompting the experiment be shut down for at least two months.

  The five-day "Enabling Grids for E-Science-EGEE" conference begins today. Organized by the Turkish Scientific and Technological Research center of Turkey, or TÜBİTAK, the conference will also discuss the latest developments at CERN.

  Part of the European Union 7th Framework Program Project, the EGEE-III conference is organized in a different country every year, and EGEE '08 will take place between Sept. 22-26 at the Harbiye Military Museum.

  The EGEE-III project connects the infrastructure of many computers throughout Europe allowing for common use with the project's use of "Grid" technology.
TUBITAK to share LHC data
  The conference will also host special panels on the LHC experiment, the world's most comprehensive and widely participated experiment, from TÜBİTAK's National Academic Network and Information Center, or ULAKBİM.

  ULAKBİM, which connects computers from all Turkish universities and research centers in a network, will use Turkey's common computer network (TR-Grid) to provide big bang data from CERN's LHC experiments to Turkish researchers. 

Datça's unspoiled beauty must be protected
On the Datça peninsula in southwestern Turkey, where most of the bays have remained preserved and undeveloped, a new campaign is under way to make sure they stay that way. 

  The 52 bays, of which 10 are being used as residential areas, comprise 235 kilometers of coastline. The project, with the slogan Live and let live, reflects the hope that the bays that are currently unspoiled will remain so. 

  The Datça Tourism Association, or DACEV, the town's district governorship and the mayor's office organized a workshop regarding zoning on the peninsula. At the meeting, Datça Mayor Erol Karakullukçu said there was a conflict of authority over giving permission to build piers. 

  We made an agreement with the supporters of the Private Environment Association (ÖÇK) and this pleased people. But since 1997 we have problems we need to solve concerning the marina and docking. We want the cruise ships that sail past us to stop here.

  Datça District Governor Mustafa Kaya said he was pleased that Datça was less developed compared to Bodrum and Marmaris. Nobody is not pleased. No one is sad.

  However, he said changes were under way. After the road to Datça is finished, everyone will want to move here. We must plan carefully. Because of this, we should resolve the matters concerning construction plans and the harbor immediately.

SOS for Turkey's disappearing lake
The exposed bottom of Salt Lake in central Anatolia has served as a large slate for activists and locals to spread the Turkish word for “Help!” to raise awareness of the severe drought in the region.

  Tuz Gölü, or Salt Lake, has ceased to be Turkey's second-largest lake over the last decade, due to drought affecting both the natural and economic life. Locals said they would all migrate soon if no measures were taken.

  “The drought is not just due to global warming, but also due to irresponsible irrigation practices and the drying up of water resources,” said Güven Eken, head of Nature Society, a nongovernmental organization, or NGO, as he stood on the dried surface of the lake Saturday.

  Nature Society and Atlas Magazine took 300 people, including activists from Istanbul, Ankara and the central Anatolia province of Konya, to Salt Lake to raise awareness to the level of drought around Salt Lake.

  The lake, containing salt and minerals, has been a significant source of salt for Turkey for years. Today, the area around the lake is covered with dry soil.

  “Natural life ceased here. Flamingos, wild-ducks and many other birds used to come here. Today, there are only dead flamingo chicks on the ground of Salt Lake,” said Bilal Görgülü, a local farmer.
Closing the deal on Datça's $ 2.5 million
A United Nations officer has lent his support to a project that aims to preserve the sea and shore of an Aegean town. Lee Thomas, an Australian advisor of the United Nations Development Program, or UNDP, spoke of a $2.5 million donation from the Global Environmental Fund, or GEF, that will be used to ensure sustainable usage of the sea and shore in the Muğla county city of Datça, which was chosen as a pilot reigon, as well as expanding protection for the area, reported Doğan news agency.  

  Thomas and Atilla Uras, head of the Project for Improving Turkey's Protected Reigons and Expansion of the Sustainability of the Specially Protected Seas and Shores, inspected Göcek, Gökova, Bozburun, Köyceğiz, Dalyan and Datça, which are considered part of Muğla's specially protected environmental areas. Thomas focused on Göcek and Datça during his visits. The support of local residents and the collaborative work between NGO's and the Commission for Specially Protected Areas drew Thomas' attention to Datça. Thomas said the project will begin in Datça, chosen as the pilot region in 2009, and will last four years. Explaining that Turkey will receive a non-interest loan in the amount of $2.5 million from the GEF, Thomas said the Turkish government is also contributing $2 million to the project. Noting that they will work as partners with the Commission for Specially Protected Areas, universities, the GEF and other local contributors, Thomas said: "Due to the project, we will provide the Specially Protected Seas and Shores, or DKKA, with the necessary resources to develop and expand their business structure. With the managerial system and fiscal plans in the DKKA, effective business plans will be prepared. We will build a business understanding that is cost-effective. We will form inter-company coordination systems to lead and organize economic activities." Thomas added the project will be applied in other regions if it is successful after four years. 

Geothermal waters to serve tourism
The Hydrology Department at Ankara's Hacettepe University has started activities to detect and draw on geothermal sources in the Central Anatolian province of Yozgat.We obtained good results from detections in Yozgat city and its Sorgun, Sarıkaya and Yerköy districts. Studies are ongoing to utilize these new sources as producing means, said Yozgat Governor Amir Çiçek. The sources in Yerköy, Sorgun and Sarıkaya are used in local heating, and they are working for the establishment of thermal and health tourism as well as commercial greenhouses. Because there are no thermal water sources found in the districts within the activities titled, Geothermal Water Research and Potential Evaluation, there will be other works and research conducted.Pointing out that the most important geothermal sources are in Yozgat, Çiçek said, Foreign people in European countries try to cure their illnesses using thermal sources and they prefer Turkey because Europe is more expensive. Çelik said a committee from the Hacettepe University had begun activities to find new sources. We will activate these sources and use them for promoting tourism, Çelik said. Energy is at a crucial point now. It is crucial not only for Turkey but for all the world's countries. Renewable energy is needed. We have started a mobilizing in Yozgat. In six districts works will be started soon. We will open the areas with thermal water to commercial green housing, health tourism and the other alternative tourism sectors. Investors are impatient about the issue and investment opportunities are widening for geothermal and thermal health tourism.
Rainbow Warrior campaigns against coal
A Greenpeace ship with a large banner reading “Quit coal” docked at the Istanbul Ferries Company, or İDO, port in Beşiktaş on Sunday. 

  The ship, named the Rainbow Warrior, is the home base of a group of environmental activists whose projects include opposition to coal mining, which they say is among the biggest contributors to global warming. 

  "With the Rainbow Warrior we are in one of the most polluted waters in the world – the Bosporus," said the Argentinean captain, Daniel Rizotti, at a press conference held yesterday. 

  The crew had the chance to see the Bozcaada wind turbines on their way from İskenderun to Istanbul. Seeing the wind farm made it clear to him the government is on the right path to using clean energy, he said. 

  Greenpeace International coal campaigner Agnes de Rooij drew attention to the dangers of using coal. "Coal is the most dangerous among solid fuels. The action in Turkey is just the beginning of our tour; we will continue our actions against coal in other countries."

  The ship's main goal in docking in Istanbul is to protest the planned coalmines in Turkey. The ship will end its tour in Poland, where the U.N. Climate Change Conference is to be held, in December. When they arrive in the Polish city of Poznan, Greenpeace will cooperate with the Climate Rescue Station and the local community, which is struggling with coal mining. 

  But they say this will not be the end of their campaign. They plan to continue the fight, traveling to different countries with Greenpeace members onboard. 

Save Marmaris from mining 

In Muğla's Marmaris district, where 41 licenses allow mining research to be conducted on 52 percent of the land, the deputy to parliament has made three motions before the Turkish Grand National Assembly, or TBMM, asking for these permissions to be revoked.

  Marmaris Municipal Council member and environmentalist Nurcan Dağ brought the matter to light, saying, If we don't hurry the machines will start to dig.

  After the council discovered that 52 percent of the district had been licensed for mining research, Muğla's Republican People's Party, or CHP, parliament deputy Ali Arslan took action. He brought three different motions before TBMM and asked for a reply from the Minister of Energy and Natural Resources Hilmi Güler, the Minister of Environment and Forestry Vesysel Eroğlu and the Minister of Culture and Tourism Ertuğrul Günay.

  Arlsan visited Marmaris to conduct inspections with the help of Marmaris District Governor Halil Gökovalı and Marmaris Municipal Council member and environmentalist Nurcan Dağ. They traveled to the Adaağzı on the Yalancı Boğaz road, where the Istanbul-based Siltaş will search for resources. They said in this 3,850-hectare area were tourist establishments and hotels.  Arslan said the current situation would turn more than half of Marmaris into an area for mining research and was an environmental disaster.

  These licenses were obtained too easily, he said. They are trying to turn this city of tourism into a mining city. We will use legal processes to revoke the licenses and we will even file a lawsuit if necessary, said Arslan.

  Dağ called upon NGOs, the municipality and district residents to work together. If we don't hurry the machines will start to dig, he said.

  CHP District Governor Halil Gökovalı said they were not against the idea of extracting natural resources. 

  This region is one of the world's few tourism areas. This 3,850-hectare area in the Adaağzı district where the Siltaş company will search for mines has five hotels, five restaurants, hundreds of residents and a very large five-star hotel. The same company will search for mining research in the location of the Marmaris Dam, which provides the district's drinking water. The İçmeler cemetery, nearly 100 hotels, motels and holiday apartments as well as residences, the Turunç road and a large part of the Asparan are located inside the mining research areas, said Gökovalı.











