PAGE  
[image: image1.png]






                                                                                                                                                                                 


DELTA EKO HAVACILIK SAVUNMA


VE UZAY TEKNOLOJİLERİ


SANAYİ TİCARET A.Ş

Cinnah Cad. 106/6-8, Çankaya, 06550  ANKARA                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           Tel: 0312-440 7940 Fax: 0312-440 1011                                                                


E-Posta: info@deltatrade.com

25.03.2008 – 08.04.2008

World governments start talks on halting greenhouse gases 

Climate negotiators opened urgent talks yesterday on crafting a complex international agreement by 2009 that can slash the greenhouse gases threatening the planet while ensuring the world's economy can keep growing. Representatives from 163 countries launched a weeklong, United Nations-led meeting on the nuts-and-bolts of an international agreement to replace the 1997 Kyoto global warming protocol after its first phase expires in 2012. 

Yvo de Boer, executive secretary of the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change, which is hosting the Thailand meeting, told delegates their challenge over the next two years would be to negotiate an agreement that ensures that greenhouse gases stabilize over the "next 10 to 15 years" and "dramatically cut back" by the middle of the century. He also said delegates would have to help nations adapt to the deadly effects of climate change, which threaten billions of people worldwide. Among the measures expected to be discussed are speeding up the transfer of technology from rich to poor nations as well as agreeing on a formula for providing financial assistance. 

Switch off, save planet' message goes global  

The Sydney Opera House to San Francisco's Golden Gate Bridge went dark as people switched off lights in their homes and skylines dimmed around the world on Saturday to show concern with global warming. Up to 30 million people were expected to have turned off their lights for 60 minutes by the time  Earth Hour  -- which started in Suva in Fiji and Christchurch in New Zealand -- completed its cycle westward.

More than 380 towns and cities and 3,500 businesses in 35 countries signed up for the campaign that is in its second year after it began in 2007 in Sydney, Australia's largest city. "Earth Hour shows that everyday people are prepared to pull together to find a solution to climate change. It can be done," said James Leape of WWF International, which was running the campaign. 

Gore announces 3-year campaign to combat global warming 

Al Gore, former U.S. vice president, Academy Award winner and Nobel peace laureate, on Monday launched a $300 million, three-year campaign to mobilize Americans on climate change.  
A longtime environmental activist, Gore chairs the Alliance for Climate Protection, which unveiled the "We" campaign with a series of videos, a Web site -- www.wecansolveit.org -- and a television advertisement set to air during such programs as "American Idol," "House," and "Law & Order." 
Soyak checks compliance of Soyak Mavişehir project with British eco standards 
Soyak, one of the leading firms in the real estate sector, has checked if the Soyak Mavişehir project, designated a “Sustainable Building,” meets British standards for that term.  

The firm recently undertook the consultancy for suitability of its construction projects to the standards of the Building Research Establishment (BRE) of England because standards similar to those of the BRE, designed to achieve a sustainable life depending on the location and climate of the country, do not yet exist in Turkey. These standards are used in England to help determine the desired features in the planning, construction and renovation of buildings and to assess the performance of the buildings accordingly. 

Undertaking the work to achieve a sustainable life in its projects, in coordination with the U.K.-based Principal Purpose firm, Soyak received information about necessary standards for its Soyak Mavişehir project in İzmir, in western Turkey, by undergoing an assessment with the English consultancy firm. 

Tourism investors to plant twice as many trees as they cut down  

Minister of Culture and Tourism Ertuğrul Günay has said investors constructing tourism resorts after clearing an area of trees will be required to plant twice as many trees as they cut down as compensation for the damage they inflict on nature.

The minister said Turkish tourism would no longer proceed at the expense of nature and added, “I say this as a pledge and a commitment.”

Speaking at the Third Belek Tourism Panel Discussion organized by the Belek Union of Tourism Investors (BETUYAB) on Saturday, Günay noted that Turkey’s tourism is simply assessing the opportunities of its magnificent nature. “We must not handle nature roughly because we didn’t inherit it from our ancestors. Rather, it is a trust from our children for safekeeping. With this outlook, our tourism will certainly be more sustainable,” he said.

Another condition introduced by the newly revised bill is that the total area allocated for tourism investments in a city will not exceed 1 percent of the amount of trees in that city. 

Public sector spends YTL 6.8 billion for environment in 2006  

The public sector disbursed YTL 6.77 billion in environmental expenditures in 2006, updated figures released by the Turkish Statistics Institute (Turkstat) yesterday have shown.

Of this amount, YTL 3.86 billion was current spending and the remaining YTL 2.91 billion was in investment. The shares in the investment expenditure by municipalities, provincial administrations and other governmental organizations were 72.5 percent, 4.6 percent and 22.9 percent, respectively.  In the public sector’s total investment expenditure, wastewater management had the biggest share, at 42 percent.  Thirty-two percent of the public sector’s environmental expenditures went to water management, 5 percent went to solid waste management, and the remaining 21 percent was spent for other environmental activities. Meanwhile, the share of the total environmental investment expenditures of the public sector in gross domestic product (GDP) was 3.84 per thousand in 2006. With respect to 2005, municipalities’ environmental investment expenditures increased by 77 percent, whereas environmental investment expenditures by other government institutions decreased by 9 percent. The number of public personnel working on environmental activities was 9,328 in 2006. Eighty percent of this labor force was directly employed in environmental businesses and 20 percent were engaged in other activities in addition to environment-related ones. A total 61 percent of such personnel had a bachelor’s level or higher while 22 percent were high school graduates in 2006. 

Changes in precipitation call for changes in water management 

Turkey's precipitation levels are changing, according to the head of Parliament's Global Warming and Water Resources Commission, Hatay deputy Mustafa Öztürk, who warned about the ongoing changes in Turkey's precipitation levels yesterday.

Öztürk said, "We used to accept that Central Anatolia was a wasteland, but now we can include the Mediterranean, Aegean and Thrace regions [in this classification] as well." He pointed out that Turkey has so far been unable to put its utilizable water to efficient use. 

"Turkey makes use of only 42 billion cubic meters of water out of the total 112 billion utilizable cubic meters water in the country. We should develop investments and infrastructure for the rest of it," the deputy said, noting that between 94 and 98 percent of this is being used for agriculture. "Wrong methods of irrigation cause great waste," he added, explaining that agricultural water usage should be managed properly to prevent waste.

Explaining that there are multiple institutions managing the country's water resources, Öztürk said there should be an immediate restructuring. He added that the initiative for managing local areas should only be given to the municipalities in relation to reducing consumption. 

Products of global warming in Turkish fish markets 

Tropical oceanic puffer fish (lagocephalus sceletarus), which represents a evidence of global warming in Turkish seas, has begun to be sold in fish markets. Puffer fish, found in the tropical waters of the Pacific Ocean, started to migrate to the Mediterranean from the Red Sea as a result of climate change. The fish is sold in Mersin as ‘frog fish' for YTL 8.5 per kilo. However experts warn that the fish contains tetrodotoxin (TTX) which could lead to muscle paralysis, respiratory disorder, or even death related to circulation failure. 

Associate Professor Cem Çevik from the Faculty of Fisheries at Çukurova University, said the puffer was not the only tropical fish to have appeared on the Turkish market. "More affordable species have also came to our shores due to global warming, like atherina, keeled mullet and mackerel. However these species are safe for consumption," he said. 

Gediz River under inspection   

The “Clean Gediz Project” was launched by youngsters in Gediz as part of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) and “Plus to Life,” a youth program sponsored by Coca-Cola Turkey. Participants began by collecting signatures on postcards showing the Gediz River in the past with people fishing in what was once clean water. Some 10,000 postcards were signed in nearly one week and sent to Environment Minister Veysel Eroğlu. 

Municipalities meet for future of Kaz Mountains 
The “Environment Platform of Kaz Mountains and Madra Mountain” was created by some 34 municipalities of Balıkesir against actions related to gold prospecting, carried out by some 37 companies in the region. Many nongovernmental organizations and universities support the platform. A “No Gold” meeting will be held in Çanakkale's Cumhuriyet Square on April 5 as part of the platform. 

Environmental Olympics to select winning projects  

The Turkey finals of the 16th International Environmental Project Olympiad (INEPO) that took place in Istanbul have ended, with four projects on environmental physics, social environment, environmental biology and environmental chemistry taking first place.

The competition was organized in cooperation with the Education and Environment ministries. Some 250 young scientists from 45 cities in Turkey participated in the competition with 130 projects. The jury consisted of 77 academics. 
New invention curbs water loss in irrigation  

An agricultural firm in Mersin's Tarsus district has discovered a powder that causes water's fluidity to decrease 600-fold and is marketing the product for use in irrigation.

The powder is mixed with the soil around the plant to keep it from seeping away from the plant's roots. Halil Öztoprak, the general manager of Ecotech, the company that holds the patent for the substance, notes that roughly 80 percent of the world's drinkable water is used in irrigation, whereon 90 percent is lost as it seeps down away from plant roots. An additional 3 percent of the water evaporates. Only three to five liters of every 100 liters of irrigation water is absorbed directly by plants. 

In an interview with the Anatolia news agency, Öztoprak said his company's invention was the result of an effort to find a way to curb water loss at a time when global climate change is a vital issue. The powder is the result of work by research scientists working for the company, mostly agricultural engineers. 

Öztoprak asserted that the substance is made from all-natural components and therefore does not harm plants. He added that a similar substance was already on the market in the US, but includes chemicals that might damage plant health. "We encountered great interest in our product when we first introduced it at the Agrodays Mersin Agriculture Fair this year. Our stock has already sold out. We believe that this material will soon become an indispensable element for agriculture," he noted.   

Support for ‘Every Seed a Tree' project 
Some 24 toddlers around three to six years of age gave support to the “Every Seed a Tree” project held cooperatively by the Turkish Foundation for Reforestation, Protection of Natural Habitats and Combating of Soil Erosion (TEMA) Marmaris Representative Office and Marmaris Municipality. The project aims to provide support to make the area greener. Having collected the seeds of the fruits they ate, the toddlers left the seeds in the seed collection box.

Environment-friendly yacht project developed  
The “Battery System Model Project,” developed by İnci Battery and implemented in the boat of Kardak Tourism agency owner Özay Akdoğan, delivered positive results. Boats equipped with this system do not use petroleum products and thus do not produce exhaust gas. Mostly known as a tourism district, Dalyan is pioneering various projects of sustainable development. The success of the project brought the application of the system in some 700 boats in the Dalyan Channel and Lake Köyceğiz to the district agenda. 

New campaign to recycle used cooking oil 


Don't pour that old cooking oil down the drain! That's the message of a new campaign designed to raise awareness about an environment-friendly fuel alternative and the part ordinary people can play in an energy revolution. As part of the campaign, announcements were emailed to many people asking them not to pour their waste vegetable oil down their drains at home, but rather hand it over to be used as raw material for bio-diesel, an environment-friendly fuel. 

Ezici, a private company producing bio-diesel fuel, dedicated a telephone hotline to individuals who do not want their waste oil to pollute the environment. 

Meanwhile the Turkish Foundation for Reforestation, Protection of Natural Habitats and Combating of Soil Erosion (TEMA) is supporting Ezici's campaign and rewarding people who turn in waste oil with a TEMA sapling certificate. 
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