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Birds fly away as Anatolia dries out 

Half of Turkey's 650,000 acres of wetland have disappeared in the last forty years -- lost wetland equal in size to the Sea of Marmara and 25 times greater than Beyşehir Lake (the nation's largest fresh water lake), according to the data from the World Wide Fund for Nature's (WWF) Turkish Branch, the Nature Association and the Ministry of the Environment and Forestry. 

The disappearance of the marshes and wetlands, particularly in the Konya Closed Basin, means that many species of migratory birds no longer visit Turkey. 

    The Hotamış Marsh in Konya, where 700 tons of rushes were removed in 1994 and 1995, once was home to a number bird species including the cormorant, the tern, ducks and pelicans. However, agricultural irrigation has destroyed the marsh and it shrank from its original size of 4,000 acres to 2,000 in 1990. It covered barely a hundred acres in 1996, and there is no trace of a marsh now. It is bone-dry.
Yale Students To Experience Turkey Whıle Internıng 

 “The general view at Yale is that the students of today will become leaders of the United States tomorrow. So we aim to better acquaint them with Turkey,” says the YFT President Muratcan Bilgincan, a senior at Yale, majoring in economics, explaining the program's aim. The YFT aims to connect a diverse group of members over topics related to Turkey and Turkish culture. It does so through theater, cinema, and lectures by famous Turkish writers or businesspeople living in the United States. “Our current project is to have Orhan Pamuk, the Nobel Prize-winning Turkish writer visit our school,” says Başak Ötüş, secretary of the YFT and a Yale sophomore double majoring in Classics and International Relations. 

  Bilgincan explains they have been carrying out a similar project with the Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats (TEMA). “It is a two-week program during which the students are settled in the houses of villagers where TEMA has an active project. They both participate in the project and get to experience village life in Turkey,” he says, adding that the students are given a tour of Istanbul during the last five days. “The students leave the project pleased. They are surprised with the synthesis of the geography, the culture, and the religions. They usually say they encounter an image of Turkey they had never thought of before,” says Bilgincan. 

Drought And Unrestricted Hunting Destroying Wildlife In Turkey

The recent drought afflicting Turkey and unrestricted hunting practices in the country are posing a serious threat to wildlife. 

   “If climate change is one reason, the human factor and wrong policies are even more valid reasons for the drought and worsening of the conditions for wildlife in Turkey,” said Süha Umar, Director General for Bilateral Political Affairs in the Foreign Ministry, ambassador and vice chairman of Game and Wildlife Conservation, Development and Promotion Foundation. 

Hazardous Waste Burning Facility Standards Are Reaching EU Standards

İzaydaş is burning 35000 ton and Petkim is burning 17500 ton hazardous waste in a year  and they are reaching EU standards. Aydın Yıldırım who is Deputy general director of environmental management department in Ministry of Environment and Forestry said that Turkey needs 5 more incineration facility  bigger than İzaydaş cause 1.12 million ton hazardous waste is generated in our country in a year.
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