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Parliament to discuss Kyoto Protocol

Parliament will convene tomorrow to discuss a bill on Turkey's joining the Kyoto Protocol, the U.N.-led global climate pact on cutting greenhouse gas emissions.

The bill envisages Turkey's ratifying the protocol to the U.N. Framework Convention on Climate Change with the objective of reducing greenhouse gases. The bill will come into effect after being ratified by the full house of Parliament.
’Politics deny the causes of the pollution’

Environmental Engineers Chamber, or ÇMO, General Secretary Burçak Karaman Uysal, said the political governments put aside the law, science and public interest with their know all attitude, saying we know the best and do the best for the environment.Uysal also criticized the pollution.

According to the written press release Uysal claims with the rise on the natural gas and the distribution of the cheap quality coals the pollution in big cities are in undeniably bad conditions.Uysal said, with the regulation on quality on air, evaluating and administration, which came into effect June 6 by the Environment Ministry, some values on polluting facts are changed.

Even though the rates of the polluting facts are drawn down, there will be no effect on pollution, said Uysal, adding that the rates are still higher than the ones World Health Organization predicted for a healthy life in the city. Noting that the first step should not be talking about how to diminish the pollution and than taking caution, Uysal said, "Instead of talking about it, we should put up a scientific action plan.

"The Environmental Engineers Chamber devised a few offers, hoping that the ministry could consider them. The legal regulations should be taken considering the scientific and public interest, to stop conflicts between officers, the researches about alternative resources, heating systems and renewable energy should speed up, the government should consider the offers of universities and chambers, in the urbanization process the quality of the weather should be controlled, the public transportation projects should accelerated to reduce the pollution, measurement stations should be built, green areas should be built inside the city, infrastructure projects should be healed are just a few of the chamber’s offers.
Turkish gov’t should promote wind and solar energy

Turkey, dependent on Russia for 65 percent of its gas supply, should boost wind and solar energy investments as part of efforts to diversify energy resources, chief economist of the International Energy Agency, or IEA, said.

Fatih Birol said the country was also dependent on Russia for power as half of Turkey's electricity was produced from natural gas.

"This dependence will increase further if Russia is preferred for nuclear [energy production]. A variety of fuel is needed as an alternative to natural gas," Birol told Reuters in an interview.

Last month Turkey's Atomic Energy Board sanctioned the technology of a Russian-Turkish consortium that was the sole bidder in a tender to build the country's first nuclear power plant. A decision on the group's price bid will be made in January.

Birol said the country should give priority, with serious incentives, to wind and solar energy, like the European Union and the United States.

"The capacity increases in wind and solar energy in the EU and the U.S. will reduce costs... This is good news for Turkey because it will support possible investments here," he said.

Investments in renewable energy would give the country an advantage in the increasingly important area of carbon dioxide emissions, the economist said.

He said the choice of the consortium to build Turkey's first nuclear power station was very important.

From the point of view of energy supply security, it is not good to be this dependent on one supplier," Birol said.

He said he expected liquefied natural gas, or LNG, usage to pick up globally in 2011-2012, providing an opportunity for Turkey to diversify its energy suppliers. The global crisis and expectations that growth would be around zero in Turkey next year may result in some private sector energy investments being delayed.

"This could create a dangerous situation because it would mean that the already poor spare capacity situation could worsen further in 2010-2011," he said.

Turkey should resist the temptation to follow any moves by the European Union or the United States to shelve alternative energy projects because of the global financial crisis, he said. Electricity demand is expected to grow by 4-4.5 percent in Turkey in 2009, he said.
Aegean water runs dirty

Two separate incidents in Kuşadası and Bodrum are raising questions about the quality of water in Turkey's popular holiday spots. Waste water is leaking into the sea and into drinking water, local civil organizations say

Civil organizations have raised concerns about hygiene levels of drinking water and sea water in popular holiday resorts in the west of Turkey.

A written statement released by the Ecosystem Protection and Nature Lovers Foundation, or EKODOSD, said the ecosystem in the Kuşadası district of Aydın shores had been seriously harmed by hotels and other sites discharging wastewater into the sea unpurified, the Doğan News Agency reported.

"We have observed remarkable changes in the shores of Kuşadası and the underwater ecosystem," said the foundation. "Living organisms in the sea have been damaged by waste water that comes from tourism establishments that lack a proper canalization system."

The foundation said the increase in the number of algae and mussels were signs of pollution in the water.

"Last week we saw moss and algae had increased during the tidal change and there were also new kinds of mussels," the foundation said. "Mussels usually live in dirty places, they are a sign of dirt. We understand that some organisms have stopped living in the area and the sea water contains a high level of waste."

Discharge pipes are damaged

The statement from EKODOSD said discharge pipes had been damaged, that many tourism facilities drained waste water directly into the sea, or did not fully use their water purification systems, and these factors played an important role in pollution.

"Pollution will affect people who swim in the sea in the summer," the foundation said. "Tourism managers, vendors, fishermen and every other organization should prevent sea pollution. The sea should not become sad. The sea becomes sad before it dies."

A similar canalization problem has occurred in Bodrum, a popular holiday spot in Muğla. Bodrum Civil Initiative Spokesman Ayhan Karahan said filthy water leaked out of the canalization center in the Konacık area of Bodrum. Karahan said the initiative would file a complaint, the Anatolia News Agency reported.

Waste water leaks cause pollution

Following research in the canalization center on Zeytinli avenue, initiative members said waste water leaks had caused the pollution.

"This water puts public health in danger," said Karahan. "The leaked water flows to Bitez and then into the sea. There are many wells in Bitez and now people cannot drink water from those wells."

"We will file a complaint against those responsible," said Karahan.

Locals have also complained about the leaking water.

"There is an incredibly bad smell coming out of the center," said Yılmaz Üzer, who lives near the area. "Cats who drank this water died. Many frogs have appeared in the area. We used to drink water from wells, but now that drain water has leaked into the wells, we cannot drink it anymore."

Üzer said citizens had tried to contact the authorities about a solution, but nothing had come from those requests.

Konacık Mayor Mehmet Tosun admitted that there was a problem, but it was temporary.

"There was a mechanical problem in a sewage truck and water leaked out of the canalization center for two hours," said Tosun. "That was temporary and we could not find another truck immediately as it was New Year’s Day."

The mayor said the problem was being solved.

"Now a private truck has been rented and we are solving the problem," said Tosun. "The facilities will be working properly in 10 days and everything will be better."
Dams in Aegean region fill with torrential rains

After months of drought woes, the dams in the Aegean region enjoys some signs of relief, as recent rainfalls breathed life into the area. With the rise in water levels, the region’s water problem may be solved, at least for this season.

Facing the dangers of long-term drought, dams in the Aegean region have benefited from recent rainfall. Water levels in 11 of 14 dams in the region have risen to 10 percent of capacity on average.

The water level at the Tahtalı Dam has risen 9 million cubic meters, increasing the total level from 8 to 11 percent of capacity. The water levels at other dams were 1.3 million cubic meters at the Seferihisar Dam, 100,000 cubic meters in the Alaçatı Dam, 700,000 cubic meters in the Ürkmez Dam, and 400,000 cubic meters in the Balçova Dam.

Monitoring water levels in the dams on a weekly basis, the authorities at the Public Waterworks Administration said the affect of recent rains on water levels would be better assessed within the week despite continued water use from these dams.

The annual rainfall average over many years has been caught in just one month, January, in İzmir this year. The amount of rainfall in İzmir districts from Jan. 3 to 5 was 91.8 kilograms per square meter in Güzelyalı, 111 kilograms in Gaziemir, 78 kilograms in Çiğli, 128 kilograms in Seferihisar, 73 kilograms in Ödemiş, 100 kilograms in Bergama, 63 kilograms in Dikili, 55 kilograms in Çeşme and 87 kilograms in Selçuk.

Stating they expected rains to continue for some time, Ekrem Alaçam, district manager of the Meteorology General Directorate, said: "Recent rains have proved useful for İzmir. The average for many years of 127 kilograms was caught in just three days. We expect to have an additional 35 kilograms of rain by the end of the month."

They expect a new wave of cold weather in İzmir and the Aegean region starting Sunday, he said.
Source: www.hurriyetdailynews.com










