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OECD critiques Turkish air pollution

A report prepared by the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development, or OECD, titled "Environmental Performance Evaluation Report: Turkey," was released Tuesday.

The report said air pollution in certain areas surpassed national air quality standards, calling on them to be brought up to EU standards, and offering support for the New Energy Efficiency Law and the New Energy Sources for Electricity Production Law.
Eco-stamps go ahead

Turkey’s Green Buildings Association is organizing its first training on environmental certification systems next month.Co-founder of the association, Duygu Erten, calls for more cooperation to reduce emissions from existing buildings in Turkey

Turkey’s Green Buildings Association, or ÇEDBİK, is organizing its first training session on green buildings and global environmental certification systems at Istanbul’s Yıldız Technical University on Jan. 10.

The seminar will be the first training activity ÇEDBİK, launched in September 2007, will organize.

The training day will consist of sessions on leadership in energy and environmental design, or LEED, certification training which will be given by Houston Eubank, previously the chief executive of the World Green Building Council, and a presentation on building research establishment environmental assessment method, or BREEAM, by Martin Townsend, the director of BREEAM in the United Kingdom.

Combating climate change

Duygu Erten, vice president and co-founder of ÇEDBİK, said the goal of the association’s activities is to bring existing and new buildings in Turkey in line with international green building standards.

"In Turkey, there are only a few green buildings. Our goal is to implement green building principles in every new building and retrofit existing buildings," she told Hürriyet Daily News & Economic Review yesterday.

Adopting green building criteria for mass housing is important because the reduction of CO2 emissions will have a positive affect on climate change. "Developers and investors in Turkey have started showing great interest in international certification systems, such as BREEAM and LEED.

It is now necessary to educate everyone, developers, finance firms, architects and product designers on sustainability," she said.

The educational sessions will continue in February, March and April. During the sessions discussions will focus on LEED and BREEAM criteria and how to apply for certification for individual projects.

Call for cooperation

The Green Buildings Association of Turkey currently has some 30 member companies, including product manufacturers and construction firms.

The board of the association also includes representatives from Istanbul Energy, part of the Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality.

The association promotes sustainable construction and lobbies for energy savings to counter global warming.

"Since our establishment in September 2007, our membership has grown by some 30 percent. There is increasing interest in environmental issues in Turkey.

But there needs to be more cooperation to reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions from existing buildings.

In order to build green without problems, we need more energy efficient products, technologies and systems that can significantly reduce energy use and pay for itself through energy cost savings," Erten said.

The energy law, passed in May 2007, related to energy efficiency will help the so-called "green movement" in Turkey, but the government should also introduce solutions and incentives such as utility financing, conservation programs, green mortgages, energy efficiency tax credits among other things to further boost the green movement, Erten said.
Turkish government lowers 2008 energy consumption estimate
Turkey's government has cut its estimate for the country's electricity consumption in 2008 to 198 billion kwh down from an earlier 204 billion kwh, acting undersecretary of the energy ministry, Selahattin Cimen told a conference on Monday. 

Turkey's economic growth fell to 0.5 percent in the third quarter of 2008 as the global economic crisis bites firms and consumers.  
Oil prices, which would be under pressure during 2009, will start to see an upturn as of 2010 inline with the boost in the global economy, Fatih Birol, chief economist of the International Energy Agency also said on Monday. 
"We are estimating that oil prices will reach the $100 levels between 2010 and 2015," Birol said at a conference where the IEA's World Energy Outlook report was submitted.
Oil prices have fallen 73 percent since peaking at $147.27 a barrel on July 11 as a credit crisis in the U.S. sparked a steep drop-off in consumer demand and corporate earnings. Analysts are expecting more dismal economic news from the fourth quarter over the next few weeks.
Oil had jumped 6.7 percent to $37.71 on Dec. 26, the biggest gain in two weeks for a contract closest to expiration. Prices rose as OPEC member-states cut output to prevent a glut and Israel threatened to retaliate for a string of rocket attacks since a six-month truce with Hamas collapsed on Dec. 19.
Creating forests for sustainable future

İşbank, Turkey's biggest publicly traded bank, is cooperating with the Turkish Foundation for Combating Soil Erosion, for Reforestation and the Protection of Natural Habitats, or TEMA, to launch a new corporate social responsibility project called "81 forests in 81 cities."

Allocating YTL 11 million, the bank aims to plant 2 million trees in the 1,470-hectare "İşbank Kocaeli Forest," located in the Gebze region of Kocaeli, within the next five years.

Speaking at the planting ceremony held Monday in Gebze, İşbank Managing Director Ersin Özince said the bank will use the funds, which it used to allocate for sending New Year gifts to its customers every year, for creating and maintaining the forest.

"While every year Turkey has 10,000 hectares of burnt forests, this project has become a necessity for us. We will not send any New Year gifts to our customers from now on, instead financing this project. Actually, this would be the best gift for Turkey's society," said Özince.

Emphasizing the fact that establishing both individual and the corporate awareness concerning environmental problems is a necessity, Caner Çimenbiçer, İşbank board chairman, said.
Ilısu Dam to be built

The State Waterworks Authority, or DSİ, will continue to work toward completing the Ilısu Dam and hydroelectric power station in southeastern Anatolia, DSİ officials said in a written statement Thursday, the Anatolia news agency reported.

German, Austrian and Swiss export credit agencies have suspended their credits for the project for 180 days, as Turkey did not fulfill necessary environmental and social conditions. Paying a visit to DSİ this week, embassy representatives of these three countries said they would inform the Ilısu Consortium to stop work on the project.

However, the Ilısu Dam agreement consists of two parts; there’s the construction and the engineering-consultancy, DSİ officials said. "It will be inappropriate to suspend engineering and consultancy activities," DSİ informed embassy representatives.

The first payment of the credit was released in March 18, officials said. " "Around 700 people working in the project and their families will be aggrieved," DSİsaid.
Marmaris reacts to mining in town

A recent decision by the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources that authorizes mining licenses in Marmaris is strongly protested by locals. More than 10 associations in the town unite to protest the decision with a huge banner.

Coming together to protest licenses that allow mining activities in half of Muğla’s Marmaris district, a group of 11 associations are seeking to save one of the most beautiful holiday spots in Turkey from becoming a mining center.

Marmaris Town Council, the Marmaris, İçmeler, Armutalan, Turunç and Beldibi local municipalities, South Aegean Hotels Union, or GETOB, Turkey Travel Agencies Association, or TÜRSAB, Muğla Beekeeping Union, or MAYBİR, Chamber of Electric Engineers and Marmaris Guides Association hung a 21-meter banner in Atatürk Square that said, "We are against those who want to turn Marmaris into a mining district. We want the mining licenses authorized by the Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources at 42 different locations in the town to be canceled."

’Holiday paradise’

"We want Marmaris, a holiday paradise in Turkey, to be known for its natural beauty, not its mines. We will not exchange this beauty for any other value. We are determined to ensure the cancellation of these mining licenses within the legal system," said Marmaris Mayor Ali Acar. İsmail Özbozdağ, chairman of the TÜRSAB Marmaris Local Executive Council, said "There is no need to search for locations for new mines in Marmaris, it is a precious mine itself. The town contributes over $1 billion annually to the national economy. We, as the representatives of travel agencies, are against prospecting in the district that we think will negatively affect tourism."

Authorized locations

The Ministry of Energy and Natural Resources authorized mining licenses at 42 different locations comprising 52 percent of the town last September, said Hakkı Şevki Bayındır, chairman of Marmaris Town Council. Many people reacted against this decision.

Marmaris Environment Volunteers Association sent out petitions to related ministries, President Abdullah Gül and Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan about the dangers of mining activities.

Stating they had notified Erdoğan of the problems in Marmaris, Filiz Ersan, chairman of the association, said, "We did not get any positive response from anywhere we tried. If the prime minister, who calls himself the leader of environmentalists, really cared about the environment, he would take care of these mining licenses and cancel them."

"The first step in the campaign we have initiated to save nature is to strive for the cancellation of these mining licenses that were granted to 41 companies to search for locations for mines in an area that covers almost 52 percent of Marmaris," said Ersan.

"If these companies insist on proceeding with their activities in this haven, most of the trees will be destroyed and Marmaris will become a nightmare. We have applied everywhere to stop this wrongdoing, but we have not received any responses. As a last resort, we call on the prime minister to put an end this," she said.

Ersan said they would take the case to the European Court of Human Rights if their demands were not met.
Collectors of Adana unite

There are more than 3,000 people earning their money from collecting things from trashcans in Adana. Sadullah Leventoğlu, the head of the Waste Collectors Union, said that 3,400 people collect 400 tons of waste a day, making a contribution to the city’s economy. The majority of the materials collected are plastic, nylon, glass and boxes, but the union is most proud of its work in paper. "We collect 50 tons of paper every day," said Leventoğlu. "We save 900 trees from being cut, every day." Çetin Berköz, the head of the Adana Bar’s Environmental Commission said that they are supporting the Union’s works. "We plan to make collectors’ work official, so that they can work more organized."
Bafa wins battle on pollution

After fish deaths and a substantial decrease in productivity, the major pollution problem in 21-meter deep Bafa Lake is finally being solved in a natural way. Although wastewater containing chemicals pollute the lake in the Western city of Aydın, the olive plants in the area are helping prevent the harmful effects of pollution.

Located in the southeastern part of the Büyük Menderes River, Bafa Lake, having a depth of 21 meters, assists with the elimination of environmental pollution in the area.

Wastewater containing chemicals pollute the river, but oxygen in the water is provided by olive plants in the area.

"These plants assist with decreasing the effects of pollution in the lake," said Muhsin Örnek, chairman of the Söke Chamber of Agriculture. "The variety of a given crop depends on clean soil."

Akyeniköy, most negatively affected

"The cleanup of nature is of great importance for sustainability," the chairman added. "We work in collaboration with the Natural Life Protection Society."

"We are very pleased with the olive plants in the district that help to prevent the harmful effects of pollution," said Yılmaz Öz, mayor of Akyeniköy, which is dubbed as the most polluted district in the region.

Pollution in Bafa Lake, one of the most important wetlands in the Aegean region, has caused fish deaths and a substantial decrease in productivity, said Rıza Posacı, the chairman of the Chamber of the Agriculture in the city of Aydın.

Posacı also declared water levels in the Büyük Menderes River had decreased as a result of water drought in 2007 that in turn had increased pollution levels.

"Olive plants in the region have created pools and these pools filter the polluted water." The water collected in the pool evaporates and residue remaining at the bottom is used as fuel oil, said Yalçın Kocakaya, the owner of a plant nearthe Bafa Lake.

"We are quite sensitive about this issue because we also own tourism facilities in the district.

The cleanup of the lake is important for the future of tourism in the area. The tourism agents have canceled tours here and tourists no longer visit as the lake stinks," he said.

"The authorities should prohibit the release of polluted water into the Menderes River.

Bafa Lake is one of the most beautiful lakes in Turkey and we want to return it to its better days.

The future of our children depends on the lake," said Bahattin Sürücü, chairman of Kuşadası Eco-System Protection and Nature Lovers Foundation.

’Saving Bafa Lake’

Stating that research they had conducted into the rivers that stream into the lake shows pollution levels in Bafa Lake have substantially decreased this year, Sürücü said.

"Those who pollute the lake directly or indirectly should show sensitivity to the issue," Sürücü added. "Nearby tourism facilities should build purification plants and take all the necessary precautions to prevent further pollution of the lake. We should save one of the most beautiful and precious lakes of our country with all its nature, history, culture, birds and myths."











