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Safety measures underway for Turkey's first nuclear power plant
As Turkey prepares to build its first nuclear power plant, the Turkish Atomic Energy Agency, or TAEK, has introduced new safety measures to protect people and the environment from nuclear radiation. 

  Besides safety measures against radiation, accidents and their harmful impact, close supervision and sanctions fall within the scope of the draft, titled the �Nuclear Safety Draft Regulation. The new law would revoke licenses of companies that fail to comply with appropriate safety measures. 

  All those involved in establishing a nuclear power plant, from constructing nuclear facilities to running operations, must first inform TAEK and obtain permission, the draft said. The authority must also be informed of any closures, re-openings and amendments to policy. 

  TAEK will give nontransferable licenses to nuclear facilities and reserve the right to cancel the license if the companies fall short of their safety obligations. The draft, submitted to Council of Ministers, will come into force after it is published in the Official Gazette.  

The draft regulation will apply a �defense in depth� strategy in all its activities related to safety. Authorities plan to use different equipment and procedures to prevent accidents and improve physical barriers erected to protect people and the environment from radioactive materials. 

  The design of the structure, and the system and components of the nuclear facility will adopt certified industry standards, as will ongoing procedures such as tests, maintenance and repair. 

  Human error will be accounted for in all activities that may affect safety in nuclear facilities. Systems will be established to spot, prevent, fix or compensate for mistakes, the draft said. 

  In accordance with the regulation, radioactive wastes will also be controlled. The draft stipulated that waste cannot exceed a facility's capacity to deal with radioactive material. Before they can begin the construction, design and operation of nuclear facilities begins companies will have to guarantee TAEK that safety measures were carried out by making analyses and preparing documents. 

  TAEK will be able to limit, suspend or cancel the authorities of the ones who disregard the principles of the regulation, exceed their authority or violate the related regulations
Debates precede 5th World Water Forum
  As Istanbul prepares to host the fifth World Water Forum, a platform to increase global cooperation on water problems, the debates at the preparatory stage of the international meeting demonstrate the challenge of developing strategies for water security.

  At two separate conferences held Monday and Tuesday in Istanbul, the debates showed the difference in approaches and levels of awareness.

   A top government official surprised everyone by claiming Turkey had no water problem at a meeting of the Turkish Industrialists' and Businessmen's Association, or TÜSİAD, where the country's top business organizations released a report arguing that Turkey was suffering from water scarcity.

   “There is no water scarcity in Turkey,” said Veysel Eroğlu, the minister for environment.

   “If there is a water problem today, it stems from the fact that the necessary investments were not done in time,” he said.

   Although the minister of environment, Eroğlu talked as if he were the minister of energy and gave a lengthy list of his government's investments.

    “There are 1,400 applications to build hydroelectric power plants in Turkey,” said Eroğlu. There will be new construction of dams and tunnels to transfer water between water basins, he added, without mentioning the controversial nature of damns, a subject that has been addressed by Loic Fauchon, the president of the World Water Commission.

   Fauchon said there was a need for dams to provide energy and this need would continue. “But, we need to build dams that are more ecofriendly,” he said, adding that the coming generations should be educated and trained about environmental issues.

   While Eroğlu called for more privatization of water management, it was again up to Fauchon to recall the importance of the presence of the public sector in dealing with water problems.

   “The government has to invest more to tackle the problems emanating from climate change,” he said.

 Fauchon said he thought funding should be the priority for dealing with the water issue, arguing financial support for the issue was a matter of politics and governance.

   Conflicts in regulations exacerbate water shortages at the moment. “That's when the water management should come to force. Turkey lacks legal regulations on water management,” said Fauchon.

   Water sources were not used efficiently, said Erdal Karamercan, speaking on behalf of TÜSİAD. “There is a conflict of authority between the relevant administrations in the government,” he said, introducing the TÜSİAD report on Turkey's water problem.

   The report contradicts the minister's statement that Turkey has no water problem. According to the report, Turkey falls in the category of countries with a water shortage. The report also comes as a warning to the minister, who has called for the participation of the private sector in water management.

   The management of tap water by the private sector brings a series of problems with it, said the report. One of the problems is that citizens with low incomes might be unable to access the water due to lack of a proper pricing mechanism. Investments to increase the quality of service might increase the price of water substantially, said the report.

   Avoiding price hikes is possible through a competitive market; however given the nature of the water sector, establishing market-based on competition is difficult, according to the report. Professor Oktay Tabasaran, the secretary general of the fifth World Water Forum, which will take place March 16-22, said that there was still a lack of information on climate change. The growth in the population will bring more problems so we need national and international solutions, said Tabasaran and added public, nongovernmental organizations and the government should collaborate.

Historic Allianoi goes down in clay

What to do with the ancient spa settlement of Allianoi has long been a topic of heated discussion in the Aegean city of İzmir. Various nongovernmental organizations are working to save the world's oldest thermal spa from the waters of the Yortanlı Dam, but it has often seemed like a losing battle. 

  An October 2007 decision held that the ancient city would be protected by covering it with clay, the Allianoi Initiative Group spokesperson Alime Mitap told the Anatolia news agency. But when a pipeline broken during excavations, water was released from the İlya River and because there is no longer access to the city, teams cannot determine what the problem is. 

  Mitap said the council's decision anticipated that all works in the ancient city would be done under the monitoring of experts. The Allianoi Initiative Group raised objections to the protection of the city by covering it with clay, filing a claim at the European Court of Human Rights. 

  There is no scientific work being done on the Yortanlı Dam because the world had turned its face to underground dams right now. We don't think it is positive to act as if Allianoi, as a world heritage site, does not exist, he added.  
EU energy commissioner seeks political push for Nabucco gas
The European Union has to apply more political pressure to develop the Nabucco gas pipeline if it wants to reduce its dependence on Russian supplies, the bloc's energy chief said yesterday.

  "We need more political engagement to remove all the obstacles to Nabucco. There are some obstacles that we should overcome," EU Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs told reporters.

  Disputes between Moscow and Ukraine, through which 80 percent of Europe's gas imports from Russia flow, have prompted the 27-member bloc to seek new sources of energy or supply routes, including the $12 billion Nabucco project.

  The Nabucco pipeline is due to bring Azerbaijani gas to Europe via Georgia and Turkey, bypassing Russia.

  Russia's occupation of parts of Georgia is a reminder of the EU's dependence on Russian energy.

  "This does not change our minds, or I think the EIB's (European Investment Bank), that this project should be supported," Piebalgs said.

Fire breaks out at Manisa landfill

A fire broke out following a minor explosion early yesterday at Manisa landfill, located 500 meters from residential areas near the Spill Mountain. The flames, fueled by methane, covered 20 hectares of the 50-hectar landfill. Firefighters battled the fire with seven trucks and had it under control at noon. 

  Manisa Fire Department Chief Ali Gül, who led the battle against the fire, said the teams' quick response helped control the fire before it grew and posed a threat to the houses nearby. He said immediate action should be taken to prevent further fires.

  An area of 50 hectares was burned down last month in the same landfill, he said. That fire helped discharge some of the methane gas in the landfill. If it was not for that fire, [Sunday's] explosion could have been much bigger, and it could have caused tragedy. This landfill has completed its life and poses a major threat. We must take precautions and shut it down if possible.
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İzmir poor in water

The water level in Izmir's dams has decreased considerably compared to the same time last year. 

  According to the Anatolian news agency, the State Waterworks Authority, or DSI, reported decreased water levels in dams in Tahtalı, Ürkmez and Balçova, which supply drinking water to İzmir and nearby districts. The amount of water in the Alaçatı dam remained relatively constant. 

  The water level of the Tahtalı dam, which provides İzmir with drinking water instead of the Sarıkız and Göksu dams, which closed because of the high levels of arsenic in the water, decreased to 7.3 percent of its overall capacity, according to the İzmir Water and Waste Management Department, or İZSU. 

  The water level of the dam, the maximum capacity of which is 306.5 million cubic meters, decreased to 40 million cubic meters. Because of the insufficient amount of water, pumps inside the dam are not working. 

  İZSU staff said the current rate of flow at the Tahtalı dam is 1,500 liters per second, compared to 2,750 liters per second in the past. 
Looking ahead to the third bridge
As the government is getting ready to choose the location of the third bridge over the Bosporus in Istanbul, the residents of two of the districts through which the bridge could pass have mixed feelings about the effect on their neighborhood. Some residents in Tarabya on the European side and Beykoz on the Anatolian side seem to receive the news with satisfaction, hoping that the bridge will develop their neighborhood. But not everyone shares this optimism, as they worry houses will be demolished and the natural environment in the districts will be damaged. Experts, on the other hand, oppose the idea of a third bridge over the Bosporus regardless of its location.
The possibility of the third bridge being constructed in their district seems to have resonated positively in both Tarabya on the European side and Beykoz on the Asian side, with residents expressing hope that it would help the development of their neighborhood. 

  The third bridge will develop Beykoz. Before Fatih Sultan Mehmet Bridge was built there, Kavacık was a rural place. Now it is a significant business place, like Levent, said Sedat Yılmaz, a shop owner in the Beykoz district of Istanbul. 

Some experts opposed, however, the establishment of a third bridge over the Bosporus, arguing it would cause irreversible environmental damage.

  A third bridge built anywhere north of the two current bridges will damage the last natural resources like the large waterfront and forests that remain in Istanbul, said professor Haluk Gerçek, a member of the civil engineering faculty at Istanbul Technical University, or İTÜ. The air pollution will also increase rapidly due to the third bridge, said Gerçek.

  Although the government decided there was a need for a third bridge, saying it was a necessary solution to Istanbul's traffic congestion, experts disagreed. 

  A bridge is not a solution to Istanbul's traffic problem,said Tayfun Kahraman, Chamber of City Planners Istanbul secretary. He said the third bridge would only increase the number of private cars in Istanbul, claiming the number of private cars and amount of traffic congestion increased after the second bridge was built.
Güvercinlik Bay seeks gov't help
Increasing pollution in Güvercinlik Bay is causing tourists to leave the area. Struggling with the pollution caused by the dead fish and bilges that trawling boats, Güvercinlik Bay of Bodrum awaits attention and assistance from officials.

  With the sea becoming impossible to swim in and tourists leaving the area, regional officials have submitted a comprehensive file regarding Güvercinlik's situation to Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. A committee from Bodrum was expected to depart for Ankara to have official talks in the upcoming days. 

  Güvercinlik Bay, famous for its deep blue sea and Aleppo pinewoods, has surrendered to pollution. As drain water pours into the sea and the forest, the boom in the region's population during summer  increasing from 150 to 25,000 in just 25 years  turned the bay into an unlivable tourism spot.

  Due to a lack of supervision, trawlers drained away dozens of dead fish and bilges and turned the four-kilometer-long coastline into a virtual cesspool. Restaurants and cafes became no-go zones, as German, Dutch and Belgian tourists left the area.

Suspicious fish deaths in Gediz tributary
Thousands of fish died within four days in a tributary to the Gediz River situated between the village of Yenişehir near Uşak's city center and Selandi district of Manisa. The Directorate of Forestry and Environment and the Provincial Directorate of Agriculture acted immediately to correct the situation, claiming that the waste treatment plant in Uşak's industrial zone caused the fish to die.

  Citizens in the area were concerned about the fish dying in the stream. Birol Karlı, who lives in the village of Ulucak in the same region, said it was the first time they had seen so many fish dying in the stream. He said, I think the fish were poisoned. I've never seen such a large number of fish die in the stream before.
  Responding to accusations that pointed fingers at the waste treatment plants in Uşak Organized Industrial Zone, or UOSB, for causing the death of the fish, head of the UOSB Administration Board Hazım Sesli said, These dying fish are not related to the plant. In his explanation Sesli said, Our waste treatment plant is functional. We don't release water into the stream without purifying it first. Our plant has been in use since the day it was founded. There was no electricity cut or leakage from our plants. This issue is not related to us. The cause of death of the fish in the region will be determined after the analysis.
  Cause may be heat or low oxygen

  A statement from Uşak Provincial Director of Environment and Forestry, Ramazan Toker said, The death of fish in the Gediz River may have resulted from hot weather conditions that decrease the level of oxygen in the water.
  About 15 days ago in the Eşme district's Takmak Lake there was a similar incident in which many fish were found dead. We think that the problem arose from the low level of oxygen in the water due to excessive heat and we began an inspection to look into the issue. Water samples from the Gediz tributary were analyzed and it was found that there was no oxygen in the water. The water was also sent to Ankara for further analysis. Samples taken from the dead fish were sent for analysis by the Director of Agriculture. After the analysis, we will be more enlightened on the issue and will understand what caused the death of such a large number of fish,Toker said.

1,594 hectares of forests burned in İzmir
Since the beginning of 2008, 1,594 hectares of forest in Izmir have been destroyed by fires. Because of higher temperatures due to global warming, the season for fighting fires was extended from five months to seven months. According to 2008 statistics from Izmir's Regional Directorate of Forestry, there were 1,774 hectares lost to fire in İzmir and Manisa, with 1,594 hectares in İzmir and 180 hectares in Manisa. 

  Carelessness and neglect caused 78 percent of the fires, 10 percent of the fires were intentional, 5 percent were unintentional, 5 percent were caused by lightning and 2 percent occurred due to other reasons. Among the instances of carelessness and neglect, which caused 97 of the 125 forest fires, 38 percent were started by cigarettes, 18 percent from herders, 5 percent by cleaning supplies, 3 percent in landfills, 3 percent from swidden fields, 1 percent by hunters. Other reasons were cited for causing 29 percent of the fires, including demonstrations, scout camps and fires from agricultural workers. In fires caused by neglect there was no evidence of connections to terrorism. Of intentional fires, 12 percent were caused by acts of sabotage while 1 percent were set in order to clear land for other purposes.

  Antalya suffered the most losses due to fires this year, followed by Mersin, Çanakkale and İzmir.

  The Regional Directorate of Ferostry said their staff of 1,034 workers, who stopped the fires from spreading, saved 8,000 hectares of land.











